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Captain’s Log 
Ken Caruso, WO1N – President 

 
Hi all, 

I’ve been on a bit of a ham 
radio hiatus for all the 
wrong reasons, so this one 
will be short. 

If you would like to 
contribute with the Club’s 

50th anniversary planning, please drop me a 
note. I am pulling together a working 
committee. 

I was able to spend some time working the 
IARU / WRTC contest. Managed a clean 
sweep of the WRTC competitors. In my 
opinion this was a superbly run event. I made 
full use of the World Radio League website 
realtime event tracking. I put in about 10 
hours. This was a lot of fun. 

The HamXpo meeting, August 15th , will 
feature the normal Club business update 
from 1– 2 in the Salon A room. Check out 
hamxposition.org for more information. 

Then, Tony, K1KP airing out his thoughts on 
“The Big Knob” and how the user experience 
of understanding band conditions and the 
like has changed with the advent of spectral 
displays. This will take place 2 – 3 in the same 
room. 
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Upcoming Contests 
 

ARRL 10 GHz and Up Aug 15-17 
North American QP SSB Aug 15-16 
ARRL Rookie Roundup RTTY Aug 16 
ZL Sprint Aug 18 
Turkey HF Contest Aug 22-23 
YO DX HF Contest Aug 22-23 
Hawaii QSO Party Aug 22-24 
Ohio QSO Party Aug 22-23 
World Wide Digi DX Aug 39-30 
Kansas QSO Party Aug 29-30 

 

Courtesy of WA7BNM 
 

Finally, Paul, K1XM will be sharing a personal 
view of his and Charlotte’s, KQ1F time in the 
UK both as tourists and himself as a WRTC 
Competitor. This is scheduled 3 – 4. 

Also, don’t forget to check out YCCC 
member Max, N4ML and his talk at the DX 
Dinner on the 3Y0 DXpedition.I hope to see 
you all there! 

 
73,​
Ken, WO1N ⧫ 

 
   

Northeast HamXposition is this weekend (Aug. 13-16) 

mailto:president@yccc.org
http://hamxposition.org
https://www.contestcalendar.com/index.php
https://hamxposition.org/


 
 

Trapped! 
Jack Schuster, W1WEF 

At my summer home on 
Cape Cod I’ve had a 60 ft 
tower with a TH6 for over 
30 years. The antenna was 
already old when I put it 
up, but it has worked great 
until this summer. When it 
rained, the SWR would go 
through the roof. Shortly 
after the rain stopped the 
SWR returned to 1:1. 

I guessed that the problem was the same as I 
had seen numerous times at my CT QTH 
where I also had TH6s. A Grass carrying wasp 
(genus Isodontia) would stuff the traps with 
grass, and when the grass got wet it 
affected the SWR. It would take a while for 
the wet grass to dry out, but in this case it 
didn’t take long at all after the rain stopped 
to return to normal. 

My good friend Norm, WA1NLG, removed 
the driven element so I could inspect it. On a 
TH6 the DE is close to the mast and easily 
reached from the top of the tower. I opened 
all the traps, and found them to be as clean 
as a whistle inside with no grass. However, I 
couldn’t believe the holes I found in three of 
the endcaps! It looked as if a squirrel 
gnawed through the plastic, but squirrels 
don’t climb towers! It was just the result of 
old age and sun, wind and weather. 

After replacing the endcaps with a few new 
spares I had , all is well again and I worked 
UA0DAR this morning after heavy rain. What 
I figured was happening was that there was 
a small segment between spacers inside one 
end of the cap that filled up with rain water 
and put one end of the inductor under 
water. When the rain stopped the water 
seeped out and it was OK again. 

One thing I know for sure: In my next life I’ll 
never put up a TRAPPED antenna again! 
 

73,​
Jack, W1WEF ⧫​
​
At Right: Jack’s damaged TH6 endcaps  

 

Club Contacts 
President Ken Caruso, WO1N 
Vice President Paul Young, K1XM 
Activities Rudy Bakalov, N2WQ 
Secretary Brian Szewczyk, NJ1F 
Treasurer Bob Shohet, KQ2M 
Editor Mike DeChristopher, N1TA 
Webmaster Mike Gilmer, N2MG 
Scorekeeper Mike Visich, NG1M 
 

Area Managers 
ME Joe Blinick, K1JB 
NE MA (978/351) Ken Caruso, WO1N 
SE MA (508/774) Charlie Morrison, N1RR 
Boston (617/781) Joe Fitzgerald, KM1P 
WMA (413) Jeff Bail, NT1K 
ECT (860/959) Open 
WCT (203/475) Open 
NH Dave Mackey, K1KA 
RI Dave Neil, W2DAN 
NNY (518/315) John Corini, KE1IH 
NYC/LI (718/631/212) Allen Singer, N2KW 
SNY/NJ/PA (914) Open 
VT (802) Chris Knox, KI1P 
Quebec Guy Lemieux, VE2BWL 
Cape & Islands Open 
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April 2026 General Meeting Minutes 

 
The meeting began with informal discussions about recent contest activities, including 
experiences with rare prefixes and antenna issues. W1TA reported ongoing problems with his 
rotator and cable connections, suggesting a potential electrical issue or moisture in 
connectors. N4ML shared updates about his recent return from Antarctica. The meeting 
transitioned to starting the formal recording and agenda at 9 o’clock, with Ken noting that 
European participants were expected for a TKOC talk scheduled for 10:00. 
 
Club Financial and Sponsorship Updates 
The meeting covered the acceptance of February meeting minutes and a treasurer’s report 
showing current financial status of $7,371 across PayPal and bank accounts. Ken announced 
plans to reduce the Club’s plaque sponsorships from 13 to 6, specifically dropping support for 
U.S.A. 7MHz sideband, Asia single-OP all-band, South America single-OP all-band, and Africa 
single-OP all-band plaques while maintaining sponsorship of four NEQP plaques. Ken also 
provided an update on custom club shirts, sharing a sample of a $82 dry-fit fabric shirt with 
embroidered logo, and indicated he would share details on how members could order similar 
shirts. 
 
Shirt Pricing and Event Updates 
The group discussed shirt pricing and quality for an upcoming event, with Ken explaining that 
while the supplier’s shirts cost around $80. Mark K1RX raised concerns about competitive 
pricing, noting local radio club shirts cost around $40 without personalization. The discussion 
also covered potential use of shirts as a fundraiser, though Ken indicated he didn’t have 
capacity to manage such a program. 
 
WO1N announced updates to the website and the two Contest Hall of Fame nominations 
submitted on behalf of the club. The conversation ended with a brief overview of upcoming 
events, including a HamXpo live meeting in Marlboro and an Area meeting in New Hampshire 
on April 14th. 
 
Contest Performance and Membership 
The meeting focused on analyzing contest performance data, where NG1M, Mike presented 
that FRC significantly outperformed YCCC in recent contests, particularly in single operator 
assisted categories where FRC had roughly twice the participation. The analysis showed that 
while both clubs generated similar points per hour on average, FRC&#39;s larger membership 
base allowed them to outscore YCCC. Ken noted that the club currently has 275 members and 
would need to reach around 400 members to return to historical performance levels, with 
ongoing efforts including grassroots outreach to new operators. It was suggested there is a 
need for a structured member recruitment plan. Notably, while losing key operators like K5ZD 
was challenging, the club could make up numbers through multiple smaller operations rather 
than relying on a few high-scoring individuals. 
 
The meeting focused on membership and contesting strategies. A suggestion was offered 
that reviewing New England 3830 blog submissions to identify non-members for recruitment, 
should be done. Dave proposed having members bring prospective members to upcoming 
in-person meetings, particularly for the HamXpo. The group discussed contesting strategies, 
with NG1M suggesting that members participating in single-OP contests could improve scores 
by using assisted operation. Two new members were approved: Greg K1GMS from Ware, New 
Hampshire, who has contesting experience and operates primarily CW, and Matt W1ZL from 
Sudbury, Massachusetts, who is 17 years old and recently upgraded from KC1UBH. 
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TK0C Expedition Operations Presentation 
The meeting featured a presentation by the TK0C team about their expedition operations. 
Goran shared the team’s evolution from local mountain operations to multi-site expeditions, 
particularly in Corsica, where they have been operating for 12 years. The team, consisting of 
16 Slovenian operators with a core group of 7-8 members, has achieved significant success in 
contests, including holding a worldwide multi-two rate record with nearly 600 QSOs in an 
hour. The presentation detailed their equipment upgrades from fiberglass antennas to small 
Yagis, and their logistics of transporting and setting up equipment in two days prior to 
contests. 
 
2BSIQ Operating Techniques in Contests 
Goran presented on the development and implementation of synchronized interleave QSO 
(2BSIQ) operating techniques in ham radio contests, particularly focusing on single-band 
operations. He explained how this technique can potentially increase QSO rates, with 
multi-multi operations potentially achieving 36,000 QSOs in 48 hours under ideal conditions, 
though realistic expectations are around 28,000 QSOs. The presentation included analysis of 
current contest performance data, showing that teams using in band operations consistently 
achieve higher QSO counts, with TK0C achieving 26% of QSOs through inband techniques in 
multi-single operations. 
 
INBAND Operating Techniques Presentation 
Robbie presented on INBAND operating techniques, explaining how it can significantly 
improve QSO rates, particularly for multi-single operators. He noted that while this method 
isn’t new, it hasn’t been widely shared as many top stations considered it a competitive 
advantage. Simon then demonstrated the SH6 tool, which allows users to analyze contest logs 
and compare operating styles, including INBAND percentages. The tool is free to use at 
s53mc.com/SH6 and provides detailed insights into operating performance through various 
visualizations and comparisons with other competitors’ logs. 
 
Inband Antenna Isolation Techniques 
The meeting focused on discussing inband operation techniques in amateur radio, particularly 
the technical challenges and solutions for achieving adequate isolation between run and 
inband antennas. The presenter explained the mathematical calculations required to 
determine necessary isolation levels based on frequency and antenna setup, sharing specific 
examples from Corsica operations where they achieved isolation levels of 60-95 dB using 
various antenna configurations including Yagis and vertical dipole arrays. The discussion 
covered different antenna placement strategies, including the use of terrain for shielding and 
the importance of polarization discrimination, particularly when operating near sea level 
where vertical polarized antennas perform well. 
 
WRTC Fundraising 
Regarding WRTC 2026 fundraising, Mark K1RX reported that while initial progress was on 
track, recent changes including a donor withdrawal have put the project behind schedule, 
though local clubs including YCCC have provided support. The club decided to contribute $500 
directly to the WRTC site, with larger donations over $1,000 to be processed through WWROF. 
 
New Antenna Switch System Demo 
The team demonstrated a new antenna switch system designed to replace the discontinued 
MFJ RCS4, featuring three separate boxes: a control unit with a rotary switch, a voltage 
injector, and a relay box. The system can handle up to 1500 watts with a 3:1 SWR and uses 
surface mount technology with pre-stuffed components for the first 50 units. The team 
reported successful testing during a WPX contest in New Brunswick and has received 
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approximately 30 pre-orders at an estimated price of $200 per unit. The project is expected to 
begin production at the end of the month, with orders being accepted through Mark K1RX at 
the Port City Club. 
 
New England QSO Party Update 
Tom provided an update on the New England QSO Party, announcing that the contest will 
take place on May 2nd and 3rd. He reported that results for the 2025 contest are delayed due 
to his efforts to normalize logs from various formats, and he expressed interest in potentially 
handing over the responsibility for the contest in the future. Tom also mentioned progress on 
ARRL’s homeowner association legislation efforts in Congress. The group discussed the 
Phantom 10 Band DXCC award, with Tom explaining that its release is delayed due to staffing 
needs at ARRL. The conversation ended with discussions about the upcoming Hamvention, 
where several YCCC members plan to attend, and Max shared details about his recent Bouvet 
Island expedition. 

 
 

Select DX Operations 
 

August, 2026  September, 2026 
Start End DXCC Call  Start End DXCC Call 
Jul22 Aug14 S. Cook Isl. E51KEE  Sep01 Sep12 Grenada J38/various 
Aug14 Aug17 Mauritius 3B8/SQ9UM  Sep04 Sep07 Palau T88PB 
Aug15 Aug16 Namibia V55LH  Sep04 Sep11 Kosovo Z68PX 
Aug15 Aug22 Market Reef OJ0/various  Sep04 Sep12 Vietnam 3W9C 
Aug15 Aug29 Franz Josef RI1FJL  Sep12 Sep19 Ogasawara JD1/JG1PFR 
Aug18 Aug20 Rodrigues I. 3B9/SQ9UM  Sep23 Sep29 Bermuda VP9I 
Aug20 Aug26 Iceland TF5SS  Sep30 Oct11 DR Congo 9T0MD 
Aug24 Aug31 St. Kitts-Nevis V47JA      
Aug25 Oct10 Namibia V51WH   

Data from NG3K.com. Please submit YCCC member 
 DXpeditions to the editor to be included here. 

Aug28 Aug30 Liechtenstein HB040A  
     
 

 
 

 

From the Editor 
Mike DeChristopher, N1TA 

 
Welcome back to another month of the ‘Butt. Thank you to all of this month’s 
authors. A reminder, regularly posted in this section, to send me content! 
Please and thank you. Articles don’t have to be formatted; in fact, it is often 
easier if they aren’t. 
 
The big upcoming event is the 2026 HamXposition in Marlborough this 
weekend (August 13-16). YCCC will hold our annual in-person meeting on 
Saturday at 1pm in Salon A. I hope to see you there. 
 

It is already August, and contest season is just around the corner. This is a good time to block 
off your weekends in advance, wrap up antenna projects, or find a multi-op in need of another 
“hired gun.” CQWW will be here sooner than you think! Similarly, if you are a multi-op in need 
of operators, please let me know so I can get it into the next issue. 
​
73,​
Mike, N1TA ⧫  
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August 2026 Directors Meeting Minutes 

A Directors meeting was held on 08/04/2026 via Zoom. In attendance were Directors WO1N, 
K1XM, N2WQ, NJ1F and KQ2M. N2MG and N1MG sat in on the proceedings. The meeting was 
called to order at 7:30 PM. 

WO1N welcomed everyone back from the summer break / WRTC focus. 

WO1N led a discussion of readiness for the upcoming HamXpo meeting. 

WO1N reported one member has joined the Club’s 50th anniversary planning committee. 

Open Items 

WO1N to organize a meeting with QTH.com to straighten out user permissions for website 
maintenance. 

KQ2M requested official Club Letterhead to be able to acknowledge QCD’s appropriately. 

WO1N to follow up with ARRL to insure they recognize our position with respect to plaque 
sponsorship 

New Items 

N2WQ requested appropriate documentation which shows our status as a 501C.3 
organization to apply for discounts with service providers. 

Directors were polled for new business and hearing none the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 
PM. 

Director’s meeting minutes are provided for informational purposes only and a membership vote 
is not required. 
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The countdown to New England's premier amateur radio gathering is on. Whether 
you are looking for rare gear, unmatched technical forums, or incredible door 
prizes, we have it all lined up for you in Marlborough. 

Convention Hours 
Location Friday Saturday Sunday 

Flea Market 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

Exhibit Hall 12:00 PM – 5:00 PM 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

Unmatched Presentations & Forums 
HamXposition hosts the largest presentation and forum schedule of any ham gathering. This 
year, we feature 67 different offerings spanning Thursday through Sunday! 

●​ View the Full Program: Check out the complete grid and plan your weekend at the 
HamXposition Schedule Portal. 

●​ Daytime Programming: Included with your general admission ticket. (Note: Some 
hands-on project-building programs may require a separate kit or supplies fee). 

Ticket & Admission Info 
Online ticketing for HamXposition 2026 is officially open! 

●​ Advance Tickets: $18 (Save by buying early!) 
●​ At the Gate: $20 
●​ Buy In-Person: General Admission tickets are also available locally at Electronics 

Plus (480 King St., Littleton, MA). 
●​ Learn More: Explore hotel info, maps, and updates at hamx.org. 

Purchase Tickets Online Here 

Special Events & Dinners 

 Thursday Night Kickoff 

The convention kicks off on Thursday night with comedic magician Jack Miller! His brand of 
"approachable weirdness" brings smiles, laughs, and gasps to any occasion. Having honed his 
skills since childhood (during the cooling of the earth’s crust), Jack’s close-up and parlor magic 
carries a degree of whimsical chaos described as "Gomez Addams meets Wile E. Coyote." He 
prefers to take that as a compliment. Tickets: $35 
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 Friday DXCC/Contest Dinner 

We are thrilled to welcome Max Freedman, N4ML, representing the next generation of Amateur 
Radio. Licensed in 2016 at age 12, he has rapidly become an elite contester, DXer, 2026 WRTC 
competitor, and Caribbean Contesting Consortium member. He even activated rare DXCC 
countries like Bouvet Island as part of the historic 3YØK team. Max is an active member in the 
YCCC, NCDXF, INDEXA, SEDXC, and the local Newington Amateur Radio League. He has 
truly made a vocation out of his avocation, working full-time at the ARRL’s Education and 
Learning Department where he is heavily involved in the Teacher’s Institute and youth outreach 
programs. Tickets: $59 (Includes 3-course dinner) 

 Friday Door Prize: Rig Expert Stick Antenna Analyzer! 

 Saturday Grand Banquet 

Our keynote speaker is Katie Campbell, KE8LQR, who highlights the very best of youth in 
radio. Licensed at age ten, Katie has become a powerhouse in CW and contesting with the 
North Coast Contesters and the Bavarian Contest Club. She serves as the Public Relations 
Manager for Youth on the Air (YOTA) for the Americas and is a former instructor for the Long 
Island CW Club kids program. She is looking forward to starting college in the fall. Tickets: $59 
(Includes 3-course dinner) 

 Saturday Door Prize: Yaesu FT-710 HF/6m Transceiver! 
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YCCC Club Resource Information 

 
DUES AND MEMBERSHIP STUFF: Dues for the year are payable as of January 1st. Please note that payment of 
current dues IS NOT a prerequisite for contributing scores to the Club aggregate but IS required for participation in 
the Club’s email reflector and the Club’s awards programs. The YCCC has a multi-tiered membership:  

Full Member - $25 (Available to amateurs residing within the Club territory for all YCCC member benefits 
and e-mail delivery of the Club newsletter.) 

Family Member - $0 (Grants full membership benefits to all family amateurs residing at one domicile upon 
payment of one member's "Full Member" annual dues. The Club Newsletter will be sent to the full 
member’s email address.) 

Student Member - $10 (Grants full membership to students at a reduced cost.) Subscription- $10 (A "friend 
of YCCC", not a member, but a possible candidate for future membership and receives club newsletter in 
e-mail form.) 

Former Member - $0 (A former full member who has moved out of the Club territory may continue to 
participate in the Club’s e-mail reflector and receive the e-mailed newsletter at no cost.) 

You can tell if you owe dues by checking the Club roster on the website. (https://yccc.org/roster) A lapsed member 
can reinstate lost privileges by paying the current year dues. PayPal is preferred to Yankee Clipper Contest Club, 
Inc. or mail a check made out to the YCCC to the Treasurer, Bob Shohet, KQ2M. Please include your callsign, family 
callsigns, and year(s) being paid. Note: If paying by PayPal; PayPal no longer allows the Club to receive dues from 
“family or friends” so you will not have that option. 

SCUTTLEBUTT ARTICLES should be sent to the Scuttlebutt editor, editor@yccc.org. The deadline for each issue is 
the 10th of the preceding month or as announced on the YCCC e-mail list. Scuttlebutt Advertising: Nominal 
Business Card sized ad, $50 per year (6 appearances) 

CONTEST SCORES should be reported on 3830Scores.com. Additionally, post your scores to the Club Reflector. 
Include the 3830 Scores formatted output or the output from your favorite contest logger.  

BADGES: YCCC badges are available. Send $3 to the Treasurer via PayPal as above; then send name and call desired 
on the badge and mailing address to Tony, K1KP. 

QSL CARDS are ordered through Tom, W1TO. To order, complete the QSL form from the YCCC website, send it to 
W1TO who will verify all information is included and send to UX5UO after resolving any issues. You will receive a 
proof copy directly from UX5UO. Approve the proof after resolving any issues with UX5UO. Email acceptance to 
UX5UO with copy to W1TO. Current price is $45/thousand (matte) and $49/thousand heavy matte. Payment to 
UX5UO representative, KD4POJ at Mr David Lipscomb, KD4POJ, 4201 13th Street NE, Minot, ND, 58703. Email: 
kd4poj@srt.com 

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER is posted on the YCCC website. Updates are published in ‘Movers and Shakers’ when 
members move or change callsigns. 

CLUB EMAIL REFLECTOR: To subscribe, go to https://groups.io/g/yccc/join and enter your email address. 

WWW HOME PAGE: visit us at http://www.yccc.org. Our Webmaster is Mike Gilmer, N2MG. 

QSL BUREAU: The W1 QSL BUREAU is sponsored by the YCCC. For more information see: www.w1qsl.org; Address: 
W1 QSL Bureau, PO Box 73, Marlborough, MA 01752-0073. Email: w1qsl@w1qsl.org  
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