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Well , lhe summer anle nna eeescn is over now, the re­
sulu from IlUI t year'. CQ WW ccereete an our, and
Boxboro i. just around lhe corn er. .. Il must be a1­
moet co ntest seuon again . With sunspo ts hanging in
th ere lhie could be a great year for conteet e. I hope
everyo ne will gd out the re and give it their best d ­
Icrte. To help inspire everyone 1 am announcing the
new ' YCCC President'. Awards' . I don't have all the
details worked out yet, bu t there will be something for
each ent ry cleee and everyone will have a chance for
something . Ju st remember to send your cover sheets
to NKIF ASAP after the CQ contests so I can compile
the list of winners . And don't forget to mark your club
affiliation on the cover sheets.

I would like to take this time to pus a special thank!
along to K1EA for hie work with the packet network .
The .ales of CT have been going jUlt super and Ken
hu been putting the money to good use improving
our packet network. JUlt in the last few weeks we
have added at leut two new nodes and new backbone
links lo them. MaN! imprcvemente an coming to help
improve service; see Ken at t he Boxboro dub muting
for more detaila.

In orde r ee improve the dub presence in the New York
City and Long bland areall I have epppinted a new
area m anaKer to cover lh ill area . .lim \(..I,."lk. NQ2D,
will t ake over the un immediately. Kl EK will can-

rin ue eo cover t he !"Ht of t he IItate. H anyone ill inter­
est ed I would be happy lo appoint them the WMA are a
manager. Remember, if you are looking for a Itation
to operate or ne-ed operata", for a station you should
contact your are a manager for assistance. I know lhat
1 will probably ne-ed some operata", here to replace
one that got married and an other that ill expecting his
li", l kid on one of the SS weekends.

Next Meeting
Paul Young, KIXM

The next meeting of the Yankee Clipper Contest Club
will be at the ARRL New England Division Conven­
t ion in Boxboro, MA, on Saturday, October 13, 1990,
at 1 pm. The New England Division convention is at
the Sheraton in Boxb oro, MA .

Dlredlon.:
The Sheraton ill at the junction of 1-495 and Rt 111.

From the E..t : Take Rl 2 to Rt 111. The driveway
to the Sheraton i. on the left just before 1-495 .

From the North or South: Take 1-495 to Rt 111.
Go Eas t on Rt 111, the Sheraton ill on the right.

From the WeIlt: Take 1-90 (The Mus Turnpike) to
1.495 . Or take 1-90 to 1-290 to 1-495 and cut 0« a
com er.

Y()U prn h:ahly won ' t It:d to park at the Sheraton. There
ill plenty of parking and they TUn shuttle beesee. It i.
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easier to park in the overflow area and take the bus
than to park along the road and walk .

The meeting date! for the rest of 1990 are:

• 0 Y
October 13-14 - ~o~boro

De<:ember 2. 1990 I 5und~y

and KYIH, K5NA and WIRM, WIRM and KIEA,
NIDVS and K2GX, KE2AY and K2GX, W2JT and
K2GX, KB2XL and K2GX, and KB2XL and WIRM.
Please lend updates and correcfione to KYIH on any
cluster node.

+ W2JT has a user port on 221.030 10110.

++ Aeceee via 'UTICA' NET/ROM node on 145.05.

R esult s of tbe OMARC Spring 111110
Midnight Special

Richard L. King, K5NA

The 1990 Spring Overlook Mountain Radio Club
(OM ARC) Midnight Special was held on May 20, 1990,
from 030QZ to 0500Z. The first hour was on 40 SSB,
the second hour on 80CW and the exchange was your
Elmer's name and eelleign.

WB2Q, Steve, won the 1990 Spring OMARC Mid­
night Special with a mixed mode total of 118 QSOI.
Steve used an outeranding CW second hour with a
winning 47 QSO! to break open a 3-way race for top
spot between himself KMQP/4 Bill, and K6LL Dave.
KM9P/4 won the close race for the SSB top spot with
73 QSOI.

l OCATION
Bolton. MA
Grolon. MA
Spencer. MA
VI~ta. NY
H~rnrd. MA
Roslindale. MA
Hol lI ~ . NH
Dayville. CT
Peru. MA
E~e l er . NHY
WUl ford. VT
N, Scituate. RI
Burllnclon. CT
RlndCe. NH
Pleasantville. NY
Queen~ . NYC. NV
Rochesler. NY
Parsippany. NJ
Altamont. NY
Utica . NY
Pt . Jelf. 51a.. NY
Couekl1l. NV

FREQ.
CLUSTER NODES

144.05
lU.99
145.03.09
144.09
144.05
TS'
144.07
144.03
145.69
144.93
145.037
144.97
144.05
145.11
144.05
145,69
14UI
lU,93+
144.07
145.05++
144.03
145.61

AK1A
NOlA
W1BIM
N1DVS
K1EA
WA1G
K1GQ
KB1H
KY1H
NK1K
KD1R
NEIR
WIRM
KIXX
KE2AY
K2GX
W2HPF
W2JT
K2TR
WA.2TVE
K82Xl
K5NA

NODE

Congradulationll to the Frankford Radio Club. Al­
though club score recorda are not published by CQ.
I'm lure that thie ill the first time anyone ever broke
300,OOO,0tt0. If we are going to beat them thie year
EVERYONE in the club will have to get on the air.

The YCCe Ooneeet Cookbook will be given out, to
members on ly, at the club meeting in Boxbcro. We
will mail any which are not picked up , but if you will
not be at the meeting please try to arrange for someone
to pick up your copy for you; poatage on the cookbook
adds up fast!

MOllt of the afternoon was devoted to grilling burg.
era, playing softball, swimming, and, of course, eye­
ball QSOI. Allen, N2KW, dernonetraeed hill DXing
prcweee by catching three fillh in five minutes (with­
out a net, of course) .

The Augullt, 1990, YCCC summer picnic meeting was
held at Holland Park State Park in Holland, Mas­
ll&chu!ettll, on AUgUllt 5th. Twenty-five members ,
their famHiell, and many gueete attended. A brief
buaineee meeting was held to record the Treeeurer'e
Report, which showed a balance of $2446.51, and to
welcome" new members:

Bob La8eur, NQIC
RUllty Hack, NMIK
James B. Burke, KINCD
Stewart Wilanllky, NUIP

Respectfully submitted,
Charlotte L. Richerdeon, KQIF
Secretary/Treasurer
7 Augullt 1990

F loa tin g Paul Young, KIXM

Secretary's Report
Yankee Cllpper Contest Club

YCCC (Extended) Packet Network
Dave Robbins, KYIH

The top 5 finishere in each category were :

All of September 23, 1990, 2m paths link the fol­
lowing nodes: NKIK and KI0T, KIEA and AKIA,
and NEIR and KING-5. The following nodes are
linked by 220 or 450 MHz paths: W2HPF and Utica
(lee below), W2HPF and WA2TVE, WA2TVE and
KDIR, KDIR and KIEA, KIXX and KIEA, WIBIM
and KIEA, KIGQ and KIEA, NKIK and KIEA,
NOlA and KIEA, WAIG and KIEA, KBIH and
KIEA, NEIR and KBIG, K2TR and KYIH, K5NA

OVERAll "S CW
W82Q 111 KM9P/ 4 T3 W82Q "KM9P!4 11' K6ll " KM9P [tte] ..
K6ll 112 WB2Q 11 K6l l (Uel ..
W2Xl " W2Xl " W2Xl "WIKKF SO KD2NE " WIKKF "
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Overall Results of the OMARC 1090
Spring Midnight Special

C lu b C om p etition
On ce again OMARC wu t he euy ....inne r of the club
compet itio n Icr the Midnight Spec ial Ho....ever, a bat­
tle developed fer second place bet....een the Meriden
Amateur Radio Club and the Poughkeepaie Amateur
Rad io Club. Merid en won it even though they had one
Ie....er ent ry than Poughkeepsie. No other radio du bs
had more t ha n a .ingle member entry and 30% of the
received log. listed no club membersh ip at aU.

CALL T OTAL SSB CW CALL TOTAL SSB CW

WB20 111 71 " ABlU " 20 "KMtP/4 113 " .. K5NA/ 3 " 22 13
'Rl 112 72 .. W1J9GGY 34 20 "W2U " 56 ]I K2GBH 3J 0 "W1KKF .. .. " '21<' " 15 17
W5U 10 50 2t KA2TIP 31 31 0
WF5E 10 56 " KU4A " .. 0
W2JU " .. " WE1G " 0 "KC2QF " .. 25 KB2EEU 2T 2T 0
KliX O " " 34 w4/TF3KX 25 10 15
KY2J " " " WSASP 22 " •WAlJQK .. .. 15 WA2KCL 20 20 0
K02 NE 51 51 0 WSN. 20 • "WA3AFS " " 15 KG5VK 20 20 0
K5MM /l 51 " " KC21W 19 19 0
K3T X " 11 ,. WI FD " " 0
WBIGYZ " " 25 N2FRZ 12 12 0
KE2PF " • "

Thie iB my ope ration Iltory in KHO/ Saipan du ring '89
CQ WW CW contest ....ee..end .

Store
42124

M.,o.,

..HI on SSB.
C LU B C O M P E T IT I ON : Wri te the na me of the ra­
d io club you belong to on t he su mmary Ilheet for a club
tot almting. You muet act ually be a member in good
standing of this club.
SPECIAL AWARDS: Since this is the 25th anniver­
Ilary year of OMARC, ....e will award an OMARC T·
Ilhirt to each of the top t hree mind mode finishen .
A fourt h T-Ilhirt ....ill be awarded to a Iltation outside
the top three that ....orlts tbe meet different OMARC
Iltationll. Pu t and presen t OMARC members are not
eligible to ....in a T-Ilhirt.
REPORTING : Deadline for rep orting ill December
I , 1990. Send legs , dupe Ilbeetll, band/mode totalll,
and a Iltatement of bonorable and fair compe tition to
W2XL, ho is OK in an y CaUboo.. or:
Bob SCh en.. , W2X L
133 Clifton Avenue
KingstOD, NY 12401
RESULTS: The total reaultll will be published in the
National C onte. t Journal (NCJ) .
FOR MORE INFO CONTACT, K5NA , PO Box
88, Oeetekill, NY 12419, telephone : 914-687-9700
(home number).

Score Rumors
WAE CW

'S9 CQ WW C W C ont est :
KHOAM Story

Tack Kumagai, JEI CKA /KHOAM

'"'WE6G/1

CLUB NAME
O'l'ttiook Mounuln .A.lMleur Rallo Club
Meriden ArMleul' Radlo Club
Pouchke"p,k Amateur Radio Club
Ulah Conlul Club
fnnklord RHlo Club
Bhte(l'u, ........_ RaMo Sodet,
Tun OX Soddy

' 1\
134

'"""..
22

TOTAl
1\,
•
1
1
1
1

ENTRIES

Announcing the OMARC 25th
Anniversary Midnight Special

SPONSORED BY: Overlook Mountain Amateur
Radio Club (OM ARC), Kingllton, NY.
DATE: October 21, 1990 (UTC).
TIME, 0300 10 0500 (UTC).
BANDS: 40 m CW (0300 to 0400 UTC); 75m SSB
(0400 lo 0500 UTC ).
EXCHANGE: OMARC members paat and presen t
send their nam e and -OMARC" . AU othen send their
na me and county .
EXAMPLE: W 2XL ....ould send : "Bob OMARC" .
K6LL ....ould send: "Dave Yuma- .
VALID QSO: Any ot her amateur radio Iltation all

long u he givee you the requested infonnation. On ly
one QSO per Iltation per band/mode is allowed. P lease
remove your duplicate contacu.
SUGGESTED FREQUENCIES: 7030 '0 7050
"Ha on CW, 7130 to 7150 " Ha (novice) , 3830 to 3880

3

I cperaeed KHO/ JEICKA in '88 CQ WW CW con­
tetlt in lingl~ op/ mult i band. Thi.e Wall very ~xcitin g

and anotber experience for me. But the used cal l8ign
eeueed a loti of cc nfuaion. KHOcalleign iB not familiar
yet, 110 many atation could not get it correctl y. I bad
to repeat my call1lign eever al t imn, too bad. So I de-­
cided to P&llJ t he FCC Extra claR license. I too " exam
at Dayton, OH during Hamvenrion but failed . And I
t r ied again on Guam in Sept . Fortunately, I passed
th e Extra d Ull bu t I did not change call8ign to 2 x 1
series. ThiB KHOAM caill ign fiu me very mucb and I
decided to keep this un t il KHOA will be available, HI.

I left for Saipan 22 Nov. (Wed .) bu t could not
touch with tbe hotel manager until Tburaday after­
noon. V~ry unfor1un at~ly, my roo m reserv ation WIUII

canceled and the hotel manager said that the room
....ould not be available from Saturday. Too bad. Con­
te.t ....ill . tart a t lOam on Saipan and I need eeverel
houn prior to the contellt for rig setting, etc . I u ..ed
him to have the roo m before 8am Sat. at lamt.
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1 .bned the an ten na work from 5pm on Thu. on the
rooftop of t he 10 .tory hotel. 1 brought 2m roof tower ,
coax, LF dipole, 10750 wit h me. AHoD, Tony, lent me
a TA-33, rot ator, and Hea th S8-1000 amp. 1 epene a
full day of Frid ay for antenna work . I comp leted them
aro und 6pm. But no room waa .till available at that
ti me, so 1 had to Itart th e operation at a landing of
n it to th e rooftop Ihe included a photo of t hisl. TA·
33 worked fair but t he LF inverted V did not work
at all . Outside wu too dark already and I could not
any adjustment that day. The manager confirm ed that
the room jUlt und er the antenna would be available at
7am on Sa turd ay. It wu not good enough but Dot too
bad .

I arrived at the hotel a bit earlier than 7 am then had
a room key. Room was too dirt y, very bad smell of
whiskey and cigar, etc . Anyhow, I .tarted to set the
rig , had several coax from roofto p. Checked antenuu
and rig.. BIG HAPPENING! When I switched SB­
1000 0 0 , flub and big noise - BANGU- were heard .
I checked it and found th e fuse wu melted . I went
to purchase th e fu. e to the hardware cente r near the
hotel. I replaced to th e new fuse and turned on th e
switch. Same event wu happened. It wae 9:30, 30
mine . before the contest. I rem oved the cover and
checked around t he tube socket (fluh wu seen around
t he lOCket ). But , I cou ld not find any irre gular part•.
Finally I found t he origin . It seemed to be P-G touch
of 3--500Z. 1 did not have a Ipare tube so I must ru n
with 10 750 barefoo t. The worse thing Wall that the LF
antenna did not work at all even I rep laced coax and
bal un. There wu no ti me for adju l t ing element length
lIO I gave up t he t rial. T here wu only one choice that
go . ingle band wit h 10750 barefoo t .

It wu rather hard to compete with big gun s with 70W
output. But condition and KHO prefix helped me a
lote . I ended the contest with 2930 QSOs 32Z and
900. The claim ed score W all 994.,54. 4. . I did not expect
such number of QSOs or great score with barefoot . It
wu to ugh work but very good experience.

I'm planning to have the M/M operation in '90 OQ
WW OX PH contest to get her with T OP JA CON·
TESTERS fro m same hote l. And I expect to malte a
. ingle effort again in WW OW contest.

73 and eee you in t he contest pile-u ps.

Spratly-1I0, lSOXV/lSlRR
The expedition that almost wasn't, pres ented
from two distinctive points of view.

The aut hors wish to t hanlt Richard Gelber, K2WR,
for bis aaaiata nce and advice with t he writing of this
.tory.
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Part I:
Romeo Spepanenko, 3W3RR/ UB5JRR,

Expedition Organizer

La.st year, when my attemptl to obtain a license in
North Korea failed, I Itarted loolting aro und for an
opportunity to get anotb er 'good' count ry on the air .
Through some friends of min e, I found a joint Soviet­
Vietnamese eompeny called ' Kiulong' and met Yuri
Brashenkc , ill Commercial Direct or . Earlier that year
I had graduated from Simferopol University maj oring
in Math and computer programming, put th e diploma
on the wall and for eeme t ime worked for Moun­
tain Rescue Serv ice - mountain climbing is my sec­
ond bobby. But I wanted lIOmethinl more, lIO some­
t ime later in 1989, with tbe help of Kiulong, I went to
Viet nam, where, as it turned out , tbey were already
waiting for me.

The Mi.nUlter of Telecommunicat ion. of that country
wanted to create an Amateur Rad io IOciety, lIO after
a little th inlting I accepted job to condud coureee for
new heme, create a club .tation , produce rules and
regulations for th e Vietnamele - in one word - make
hams out of th e locals . The Kiulong company really
wasn 't getting anything monetarily, but they wanted
to spread ecme goodwill. Since t hey had to pay my
expenses - heeel, food and all- in bard currency - I
very soon had to move out of the hotel and into my
club Itation, to . ave money. Hot and hnmid atm~

sphere, no air conditioner, water . hortages, h equent
electricity shutdownl - t hese were my accommoda­
tions in XV. 1 didn't mind , t hough . During the day I
taught my heme-to-be, at "night - got on t he air and
operated. For half a year I hadn't _ 0 a Ca Dcasian
face. My Itu dents soon were accepting me &I one of
th em. Thil helped t remendously, when th e time came
for the 'Spr atly Affair' .

We had a Jepeneee group come down in Decemb er
'89 - XV2A with JH3DPB and ethers, and got very
friendl y, even t hough 1 don 't .peak any English, only
French, betides Ruuian. We had a great t ime op­
erating XV2A. Once they left I put in an effort to
get their equipment for our club .tation. After that
I used my own UWaDI t ranKeiver and an ampli6er I
bad brought from RUllIia to make a Ibowcase for my
.tudenta, wbo were DOW leuning bow to build thing•.
Viet nam isn't a rich count ry and no one can buy even
the cheapest t ra nsceiver, 10 building ia the only way to
go. The departments of Telecommunications of Viet­
nam and especially of Saigon (Ho Chi Minh) were very
happy with my work and even paid me twice - 25 and
1 dollan, respectively - 1 used th e money to fix a mo­
torcycle and get aro und. It wun 't the money, rather
an opportunity to do lIOmething for Amateur Radio,
that guided me.

In January of 1990 we bad. another Japanese gro up,



voce Scutl.lebutt

3W5 JA, visit, and they also left some antennas . T he
club Itation wu now fully sct up and at the end of
tbe month t he examl were held for the fint group
of Yietnemeee. Five people PUlled, they got licensee
XV2AAA-AAD and AYL, (the fint woman op), al­
lowed to opera te all banda but 20. They could use our
club Itat ion under my supervision. The youngest ­
311 , the oldest - 60, Imart ' kidl', eal er ly grupinl new
knowledge . Then there wu a second group, then the
third one and then 1 had to pu t everything u ide to
let ready for Spra&ly. 1 really wan tcd them to have
home-built equipment but to do that 1 needed another
year. Things were prcgreesing futer than 1 expected,
thougb .

By February I had eetabli.hed some good connectionll
with t he local offi ciale in Saigon and lItartcd gather­
ing infonnation about 'The Trip' , and even uked my
' boYI ' to look into the poNibility of a Spra tl y oper­
a tion. Alex, UL7PCZ, a1Io gave me a ' booer' on the
air. It took me about 2 month. to collect the neceeeery
permieeicne - at eimee I wu ready to 101le all hope af­
ter talking to some 'influential people' here. Finally it
wu becoming clear that thi. matter coold be resolved
only in Hanoi, at the higheet level. On March 17th,
XV 2AAA ran to me at 2 am with a telex - there wu
a meetinl and the Minilllten: of Defense, 'Ielecommu­
nicat ion ll, Internal and Foreign Affairs OKed the idea
in general. Thil sounded absolutely unbelievable - in
such a Ihort period of time!

Soon after, logUltic problems began to set tle in - bom­
barding Hanoi with t elexes, obtaining helicopten: and
boau (or the trip - since nobody wanted to fly or
nil t here, it bein g too rie ky. JH3DPB and JE3 MAS
who were invi ted could o't come du e to work oblil a­
t ion. , RB51J, who was euppceed to bring equipment,
couldn 't be foun d . Good thing INDEXA took on a
major chunk of our load of problems! Alex and Yuri
t ri ed their best to help, Kiul ong had ill own worri e•.
At one poin t we were ready to quit because all we got
was a thousand dollan fro m INDEXA, bu t not mu ch
more, only prom iMory notes. I' m glad Yuri Bruhen ko
vouched for the undertaking and they borrowed mon ey
(or the exped it ion.

Another meeting was held with the General Direct or
of Kiul ong , and the Minieter of 'Ieleeemmaniceeicne,
Yuri Wall there, too. Because of t hilll meeting in a mat­
ter of da YII we had a Ihip and all pennitll. Food, gen­
craton, fuel and . upplies were purcha-:i in a terrible
ruah. We were trying to lave money, too. A a..KW
lenerator in Sail on cost $l2~1800. Much food wu
got ten on cred it from a local food supplier. Two weeks
before departure to the Ielende Alex , UL7PCZ, ar­
rived from Moscow with INDEXA'. equipment . Alex
brought hUl home-made RTTY lI;f"lLr, meanwhile I ob­
tained the XVOSU license for ope to QRV prior to the
ex~ition .
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T here wun't a sin gle foreigner on the Vietnam Me part
of the Spratl y Archipelalo before we went there. On
the larger ielandll there are military bues, where from
t ime to time Vietnameee have Ih oot oute with the Chi­
neee. Well, at leaet the place we were going to was
deserted! We departed from Cam Ranh Bay by trene­
port vessel , well equipped for lailinl in t he dangerous
waters . O ur tri p took two full day• . The weather wu
great and the Vietnamese couldn't believe our luck.
The landing was wane than the weather - no boat ­
every thinl had to be taken uhore by hand in low tide,
bu t the gUYI were great . The wind wu blowing for the
fint few daYI, but after that the air didn't move a bit ,
and all th e operators but me l ot sunburned several
t imes. (I wu already condit ioned to local climate) .

So there we were, in the middle of nowhere:
Romeo Stepanenko, 3W3 RR - low/high bands,
phone/cw
Yurl Loparev, RL8PY - low bende, WARC, phon e/cw
Alex Lebedev, UL7PCZ - high bands, phone/RTTY
Anatoly Leserev, RL8PZ - high bands, low bands,
phone
Yurl Bruhenko, Kiulong Commercial Direc tor - inter­
pre ter and video-man
Yuri Meehalkin - in terpreter, photographer
Victor Levashev - unbelievable handyman

We also had with us XV2AAB , Trieu , XV 2AAC, Hoa,
and our cook XV2AAD, Da - these men didn 't oper­
ator bu t were of tremendous help.

We got t ru ly lucky for t he fin t few day. - greet can­
dit ionl on HF - Wl 'l, 2'. , 3' 1 were coming in loud
and clear an d then all if someone cloeed the curtain ­
no more East Cout, only occuional . ignall from that
part of t he world. That'. why we operated on phone
only in the fint few daYI - I felt lure that th e prop­
agat ion wu going to end and at that point we wert!
looking for qu antity of contaetl. At the end we had
40% of all QSOI on C W anyway.

A sm ell obeerv erion about HF: if t here UI ever another
expedit ion to Spratly, it should be done in November­
December. On 160/ 80 we almeet couldn' t hear th e
USA from IS. On the other hand, there ie at leaet a
2-hour North American opening on 80 from Vietnam
throughout the winter .

We were very happy with the Meeley an tennu - one
wu up .. meters, another - even higher: euy to all­

semble and very effective. Our 160/ 80/40 dipoles I&t
on top of bamboo It ich, l am e for 10 MHI ; we made
a Quad for 6 meters and used 3WSJA'lI yagi for 18/24
MHs . There were 2 operating pceittcne with .. radios
tota.l.

The operat ion wu lI;oinll; all th e t ime bu t thOft relieved
of d ut ies t ried their best to find alternat ive ' entertain-
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such a 'hobo' .

Expedition total: 43,265 QSO. . Fint QSO lSOXV
with DUtKT. Fint QSO IStRR with NTIX.

This may interest you , too: we had a 'hlark list.' and
out of 60 calli - not a lingle USA station - just 'thank
you, W'e' , for being 10 disciplined on the airl

Part II:
Ed Krit.ky, NT2X,

INDEXA DX Coordinator

1
27

"7
123
to

m..
126

1

Countrks
1.1

"7

"II
II
21

""50

1SDXV
.~. ToI~ 0 50 s FirS! 0 50 Ant USA Ar Sl JA
UCW " snm JA61EF
usse 2 OH1XX
) ,SCW 252 JAtJRK KC1EM
3,' sse "' JG60Z0
7 1570 JA.3MNP W6l<UT

" .. JAlIFP W6GG
II 11201 DUIKT W6ENZ JAIROD
II 5lt RB5FF WA2.SPl/1 JA3MKS
21 11020 JAIVWJ WC5E

" '" SMOAJU N4MM JA7FEl

" 10912 JS6CEU wnA
50 '" JR6H1
RTTV ... JAOHHW K2ENT

Wit.h good propaga~ion we managed <t QSOs per
minu te on the average, with maximum speed of 6
QSO!minute for t he entire hour. A maximum or 11
QSOe per minute ra te w.. achieved .

My involvement with the Spratly expedition started
with a telephone call from an American amateur, who
w.. epeakiDg to Alex, UL7PCZ, at a club station
RL8PYL in th e city of Temirtau, in the Kua1h Re­
public of th e USSR. Alex wan&.ed me to get on th e
air, but I wun't borne, 10 the meeeage wu left on my
uswering mschiae. Then came another call , and an­
ot her a few d ay. later and then finally we had th e on­
air convereat ion that Jed to thi. efron. We had known
each other before , since 2 yean prior he had been on
3WOA!3W I A expedition. He wun 't a major partici­
pant th en , but he proved to be an important player in

We want to thank INDEXA, NCDXF, Moeley Elec­
t renice, XV2A and 3Ws J A gange , JH3DPB, RW3AH ,
JA2JPA, XV2AAA, XV2AYL, UA3AB, UA3CT,
Vietname.e Telecommunication. Miniltry, Director of
Saigon PTT Sac Ai, for their lUliatance.
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ment' - RL8PY W all fishing off the island in a small
inflatable boat, UL7PC Z and RL8PZ swam , I dove
for ehella and coral, managed to catch moray eels and
some octopuses for th e dinner table.

The ehip tinally came and brought more fuel, a new
generator and we QRVed for 6 more days. The equip­
ment operated under th e mOllt demanding condit ions
and mishape occurred - inevitably : one of t he radios
blew the power tranalormer, the power supply for an­
other fa.iled aDd RL8PZ'. radio gave up three day s be­
fore th e expedition w.. over. Alex'. RTTY unit. had its
own problems, but he managed over <tOO QSOs. When
everything wu loaded onto th e ship and only one op­
erating position remained, I got on with my lSIRR
call and in 6 houn made 1027 contact8. By the time
we were leaving - it wu a long month indeed , we were
exhausted , phy sically and emotionally, it rained, the
only rain we saw there.

For the next two weeki we wen stuck in Vietnam,
and couldn' t buy a return ticket to MOKOw. With no
money left, five of us lived at the club station 3W8AA
all this tim e, alm ost . t arv ing. To cheer up the guye, I
helped them get t heir own Vietnamese calls, but rheee
were two very tough weeki . Thanke to the generosity
of th e PTT Dirececr who gave us some money we got
through it .

Yuri , RL8PY, managed an SSB QSO on 160 with
OHIXXI We did our best on all modes and bands,
even WARC. Whenever Alex, UL7PCZ, operated, he
asked for Stateeide, especially the Eut Cout, mindful
of NT2X'e requests.

My wife iI waiting for me at home - I wu away for
many month•. In order to talk to me, she even peeeed
her exame and got a can, UTSJDA. Recently gredu­
a&.ed from college and railing our daughter, she iI my
'major auet' in life, and I feel lOrry at t imes for being

There is a chance th at I will go back to Vietnam soon,
to 6nish the second club station, to fix equipment we
left beh ind and to conti nue with the teaching project.

Starting at 6 am local time, we would lose all propa­
gation for 5-6 bcure. Nothing wu coming in, except
VK!ZL on 28 MH., and at tint I blamed the equjp­
menr . In Vietna.m a.bout -4-5 am local time you get
W's coming in for a few houn but here we were in a
'black hole' indeed. Sometime on the fifth or sixth day
of operu. ion the generaton overheated, and we had to
get them fixed in a harry. They cont inued to misbe­
have throa ghoa t th e operation, forcing us off the air.
At one point we were running oat of fael- not enough
w.. broaght because of the money . hortage. Because
of an oversight, the vessel that brough t ae, left with
a 6O-gallo n barrel of our fuel. For the next 8 day e we
wen off th e air, wa.iting for the ship to return.
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tbe bole a'air. A. it turned out. preparations for tbis
one ere no 'droll on the beach'. Alex had received a
letter from his friend Romeo, 3W3RR/UBSJRR, who
W&l in Vietnam and who W&l uking Alex to get rudy
for the expedition to Spratly. Among th e invitees were
RB5IJ (wh o never went) . UL7PCZ, RLsPY. RLsPZ.
Romeo ....&1 in Vietnam working for the joint Soviet­
Vietnamese company 'Cuolong' (Kiulong) . The com­
pany WiUI going to sponsor th e expedition becau se it
would give them exposure in th e country it W&I do­
ing business, but it was Romeo who orchestrated the
....hole deal, epeerheeded the efforls to get permission
from the authoritie., and consulted with Vietnamese
offid als and Kinlong management , who were not sure
until t he I&lt moment whether to approve the proj ect .

In order \0 make the trip Romeo and hi. gang needed
the money, hard curre ncy \0 pay for (oods and eervicee
since Vietn amese weren ' t going to eceept Soviet rubles.
The Soviet ope, were also going to bring and help set up
a dub station in Vietnam. But they lacked th e equip­
ment and the funds . By the time we darted discussing
the subject, Romeo wu very Iow an money and had to
save on everything he could to cont inue his prepara­
tory work . And, u it almost invariably happens with
anything involving the Soviet Union and Soviet ops. we
got th e word about a month and a half before th e ex­
pedition Wat to begin. With no time to waste, I called
Murph Ratterree. W4WMQ, Presid ent of th e Inter­
nuional DX Auociation , for help with these matten .
I worked with INDEXA on th e 3WOA affair and they
are a logkal group \0 turn to . Being a DX Coordinator
givellyou freedom to make you own ded . ions on beh alf
of INDEXA and an added RnR of responsibili ty for
t he I UCCe&l!l of tbe undertaking . As yoo are about \0
learn , I needed both .

Well, to get the wheels turning W&l no small thing .
Fint of aU, you need a written request directly from
the cperatore for the support . Even th ough Murph
may have believed me, it w&ln't going to fly with IN­
DEXA , bued on the word alone. So th e appeal went
out : "Romeo, pleeee submit a requ est for Msistance,
eit her by mail or by FAX.- The info I had been given
on the expedition had to come from eit her Russia or
Vietnam in order to be considered . Since thie expe­
di tion required a lot of money there Wall no ....ay that
INDEXA could have pulled it all by itself. So it ....u
neceeeary \0 uk for t he Northern Californ ia DX Foun­
dation's usiltance. This i. ho.... from th e very begin­
ning Bruce Butler, W60SP, got involved in th e nego­
dation.. It W&I important to determine the level of
support and the .tate of preparedness of the Soviet
ope. BalIkally, it boiled do....n to this: will the expedi­
tion happen. if th ey don't get 6nandal help from th e
outs ide, or will they fallon their faces. It is comm on
knO"llVledge t hat most expt"fiiti">n. finance themHlvu
\0 a large degree and then, with fund . on hand , t urn
to organisations like INDEXA and NCDXF for help .
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This ....U D·t th e cue. The Soviets could spend their
own money but they didn 't have hard curre ncy. Their
only hope ....u to get lUIllistance from th e cnteide. N~
body here nally knew Rom eo from prior expedit ion.,
Alex had been vaguely U&OCiued with the 3WOA ef­
fort. but that wun't canying much ....eight any.... here.
But somebody had to listen and believe that it wu all
happening and ....u true.

That penon was Murph. I feel eorry that this man had
to put up with so much when the news got out: 'What,
INDEXA wants to help the RUllians, well they must
be cruyl The RUNkie are going to take the money
and run! Don 't given them anything!.. . And who ie
NT2X. do you know him ....ell. can he be trusted ? ..
They will never get to Spratly... H they do, it will
never count (or DXCC...' Tum. oat , the 6nt reac tion
is almost alway. negative; people are more likely \0
believe in failure than succeee. Since the Coord inator
is alwar- in the middle of the whole thing. I had \0
answer t he quution.: who is going , when are they
going , how are th ey getting there , who ie in charge.
where are they gdting their money from, do they have
Iicens•• , can I please &lk them the following. .. so I
asked. My nightly !'Ikeds with RL8PYL were helpful in
exchanging valuable information on the vie....' of both
sides. I tried to convey u much as poeaible th e existing
sentiment and the behind-the-scenes attitude. to give
Alex and Rom eo some thing \0 work with. Without
a d ear nndentanding what ....e ....anted it would have
been very difficult to keep them going . The same Wall
absolutely imperative in the ot her direc tion - I had \0
convey the minuteet ddw to INDEXA and present
t hem in such way that everyone onderstood. wha t was
involved .

I am very happy Murph wu a good listener and could
pereuede others, once he underarcod the difficult sit­
uation. After the ekede on the air I spent literally
hours with him on the telephone. A couple of times
I brought Murph on frequency to uk Alex questi ons
himHlf, and acted u interpreter. Of course, knowing
a thing or t ....o about th e Sovid Union and its ways
helped immensely. I knew my audience W&l tremen­
dcue, both in the USSR and in this count ry. I would
normally get a U-s\ation.' pile-up after I completed.
a eked with RLsPYL. Many didn' t call. bu t they lie­
teued, I knew, for tidbits of information to be had.
I undentand that a certa.in am ateur affiliated with a
DX publication called one of t be groups involved in
thie matter and told them: 'You may not know it , but
there is a FAX coming to you from the USSR . Since
I'm the one telling you thi., would you let me kno....
what ie in it ?7?' My including in a Rueeien-languege
conversation a name of an organi.ation and th e ....ord
' FAX' wu enoogh to prompt such a telephone call.
It ', incredible how th e am ateur community is hungry
to learn jn.t about anything on a .ubject of intend .
even if t be language spoken ian't tbe one tbe y und er-



voce SeuttJebutt

erend. (The requ eee, by t he way, waa denied.]

A.. 1 1Ia i<t earlier, t he negat ivu.m pereb eed. Even t he
OX publ icat ionll reponed on t he deve lopments with a
good dOH of lIkepticillm. I now had to convince the
panies te give t.he ope ral.on a chance. T he tint. step
wu 1.0 pro vide a copy of a license for the Spratly opera­
t ion, and Romeo had it . There wu one sm all pro blem
- there ace absolutely to telephone t iell between Viet­
nam and thie: cou ntry. Somehow, a FAX trans miss ion
Wat Itill pcee ible, through a third country, all we got
a copy of hill licenlling documentation from the Viet­
nam ese authorit ies, allowing the operal.on to depart
from Vietnam and go to an uninhabited island in t he
Spratly group. It was forwarded to the DXCC deek for
ccneidererion. Now came the finan cial pari . We had
to have the budget for the expedition to to be able
to give them the support they needed . I got meet of
the itemll and their COll t - but thelle were rounded ee­
timatel and it didn' t make a good impreeeicn . There
WlUl a mom ent when my be lief in any peetnve ou tcome
W all almoet I.otally ehe u ered . For the fint t ime I re­
gretted I ever got involved . Thill waa the t ime to lItick
to my gnnl and finnly decide that I would n't let any­
one ru in t hill expeditjon l Thill attit ude wu correct. I
d idn 't quit. Addit.ional conlultations followed - wit h
INDEXA, NCDXF, Alex an d Romeo. We needed pre­
cise figur etll and I had. 1.0 exp lai n why.

I was preaing the Soviet s for the pro per information .
T he biggest. item of diKuNlion was the eum of money
needed for t ransportation: Rom eo found heticopten 1.0
fly to the ulands bn t these were exeremely ex pensive
- S750/ hour per helicop ter and he needed 2 of t hese
to 8y the crew, the euppliea and t he equ ipment . The
estimated bill Wall approaching $30,000 . The reason
why thill mode of tranllportation had to be used W 8!

the d anger lurking in the warm waten of the South
China Sea. Theile waterway. are infested with pirates
who aaaault pMlIing ships , killing and pillaging. Dill­
CU lling the money Wall most difficul t . I had to go back
1.0 Alex and 8!1t for clarifi cation . Alex W 8! my 'relay'
po int M Romeo couldn 't alwaYlL be reac hed directly, he
had hill own problems to contend with - more official
meetings, u pla ining the ex ped it ion 1.0t he government
of Viet na m, calling MO&Cow for consult at ion! . Turned
out. he was also uking people all over the world for
help. Not everyone he talked 1.0 wu helpful. One man
called Murph an d to ld him: ' INOEXA MUST provi de
2 Itations or the expedition ill 011" . T hill sounded like
blackmail an d it w.. rig htfully t urn ed down all euch.
In reality, Rom eo l imply uked thill man 1.0 get help
and t h.. ill how he chcee to ' a.u illt ·.

We came to contend with a quest ion of lead ership for
t he OXpedition - who ill really in char ge over there, is
it Alex or Romeo? When you have many people lead­
ing the same thing , then nobody ill in charge. And
that epe he 'f-e-l-l-e-r-e'. Aft er lome heated. discus-
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eion th e eponecre decided to pull out - unl ess Romeo
and Alex were ready to clean up t heir act and lItart
it anew. w ah a heavy heart I had to tell Alex that
neither group could lIllpport them because of t he d ia­
lU'ny. I asked them 1.0plea.ee 'cool it for a mont h or so
- we'll have time to get th e thing rolling again. T here
ill nothing we can do for yon now.'

I was under the impreuion that it was all over - and
for about 2 weeb I actually believed t hill. Then came a
'dutreu call ' from Rom eo in Vietnam - 3 wee1r.ll before
the exped ition waa echedeled to being. ' Ed , we are
going no matter what - if yoar people dill wan t to
join the cause, fine - if not, well , we're leaving anyway,
even though we're planning to postpone the start a
litUe bit.' We could not allow that to happen . Back to
INOEXA and NCDXF - 'Can we help ? Romeo found a
boat , they are trying to arrange permieeicn exeenelcne
from the Yletnemese, if we can get the equipment and
eome money to help them pay the COlt. They will take
a prom illllOry note and ecrne money now, t he moment
ill abso lutely cri t ical .'

Meanwhile, UL7PCZ had 8.own 1.0 Mcseo..... . where the
Kiulong people were not sure whether to give their
bleeeing 1.0 the expedit ion, since they were going 1.0
foot the bill for t ransportation and ot her thingll. More
diKuNlionl wit h Alex (now at UZ3AZZ) and Andy,
RW3AH, who was helping him ru n errands for the up­
coming tri p. One morning I WAll talkin g 1.0 them on
21 MR I, our packet cluster an nou nced that 3W3RR
w.. on the band - a quick QSY, 1.0 bring Rom eo to
oar frequency. As Iud. would have it , the RL8PYL
gang Wall there also, eo &hill was t he moat importan t
meet ing of them all. I gave them my pari of th e story,
Romeo, Alex and other ope discueeed their mattera.
Then Alex made a recording of me lIpeaking, where I
explained in great detail what ill being done and how

we intended to collect the funds for the expedition. Fi·
nencee .....ere very mu ch on the minds of Kiulong man­
agement and Alex wan ted to playa tape for them , to
help persuade t hem to give a green light to the ex­
ped ition. Prorniuory no tet were FAXed 1.0 Moecow
from INOEXA, NCOXF, and JA1ELY - all of t hem
guarantee ing fund ! upon eucceeefel complet ion of t he
ex pedit ion and DXCC accept ance.

I found out a lit tl e later that all t hat work pa id oft' ­
the management believed ' the choir' and went All far u
borrowing hard. currency at the bank, to pay for thill
undertaking . The money mult be rep aid since Romeo
and othen promised to rttnm t he fund s afte r replying
1.0 all cards received. u a result of the expedition .

But my involvement in &h" eheee game walln't over.
Fint there wu the transfer of fund s. INDEXA chose
to donate a $1000 which had to be &ent to Moecow.
Banks in South Carolina don 't often wire money to
Hueeia. I helped Murph locate a bank that did n't
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charge an arm and a leg for a wire tranefer. Then
the monies were wired - and guess what? The Soviet
Opll couldn't get their Iunde at the Vneehtorgbank in
Moscow (a.k.a. The USSR Bank of Foreign Trade) .
It took longer than we expected . (Murphy's law: 'If
anything can go wrong, it will go wrong', I always re­
member this saying when I look back at everything
involving this expedition and its place of origin - the
USSR. Murph, pun intendedl)

Now there cornell equipment. INDEXA Wall provid­
ing two complete Iltations for the expedicicn: 2 TS­
520S's with VFO'II, 2 SB--200's, 2 MOIIley tribanders,
courtelY of Mceley Electrcnice, and assorted aceee­
eoriea. All 127 kiloe of this had to be shipped to
MOIICow - 10 days before the expedition Wall to begin.
John Parrott, W4FRU, in Virginia, had the equipment
tested and ready to be shipped. Since Andy Fyodorov,
RW3AH, was a resident of MOIICOW, we decided to have
the equipment shipped to him (Alex, UL7PCZ, would
have departed for Vietnam already and the other ope
from Temirtau were to pick up equipment the following
week as they were 8ying to Moscow to change planes
for Vietnam). I called Andy on the phone (no time
to waste now - 3 am in Moscow, hill 'cheerful' wife
answered), gave him serial numbers of all the equip­
ment, 110 that the Central Radio Club could provide
an official request to Customs to let the transmitting
equipment into the country without further delay ­
a familiar procedure. The shipping company got the
load on Tuesday and we were expecting the equipment
in Moscow by the following Monday, at the earliest .
John, W"FRU, had to go away for a few days and I
was assigned the tallk of looking after the equipment lLIl

it traveled from the USA to Frankfurt, Wellt Germany,
and on to Moscow. Well, the shipping company could
track the shipment only lLIl far all Germany, where the
boxes were rraneferred to the Soviet airline' AeroRot'
to be flown to Moscow. One Saturday Andy told me
'Ed, the boxes have arrived, we are picking them up
on Monday.' Sigh of relief.

On Monday, at work my phone rings. An amateur
from New Jersey inquires: 'Are you Mr . Kritllky? I
got a guy in Moscow who wente to talk to you. Can
you get to the radio?' Me? No, I'm at work. 'What
is going on? Tell him to speak in Rueeien, I'm just
going to listen.' Andy doesn't understand what I'm
doing at the other end but he speaks: 'Ed, we are in
very serious trouble here . The people at MolICOW air­
port Customs abeolurely refuse to give us the INDEXA
equipment. We need a copy of the shipping invoke,
0.1110 a IItatement from INDEXA that this is a gift and
the list of all prices - or Customs won't know how to
aIlsess the duty.' But wait a minute, there should be
no dutyl The equipment isn't even deeetned to the
USSR, it'll only a tranllit point to Vietnam! 'Help, all

they are keeping it at their warehouse and are going
to charge a ruble a day per kilo (127 rubles is lome-

9

No. 89 October 1990

what below the average monthly salary in the USSR).
If we don't get it in a day or so, we won't be able to
take the equipment, the government will impound it
all as we have no money to pay for this highway rob­
beryl' A frantic call to INDEXA - what are we going
to do? Murph eende me a FAX with all the data and
I immediately resend it all to Moscow the same night.
In addition, my friend Leo, WN2L, who was coiaci­
dentally Rying to the Soviet Union the next evening,
took a copy of all the paperwork requested, to give it
to Andy in MOIIcow, just u a backup. I'm not giv­
ing up, no way. That same night Andy is infonning
me that the forme I sent were received and Ouetcme
wasn't impressed. They were invoking some vague So-­
viet law of 1937 that stated that 'no Soviet citisen can
receive parcels and gifts from organiutions abroad.'
But Andy isn't getting it for himself, he is simply re­
eponeible for picking the equipment upl The Central
Radio Club calla, the Ministry of 'Ieleccmmunicerione
of the USSR ill involved, but nothing gives.

The whole nightmarish eituerlcn was further compli­
cated by the Soviet airline. It appeared the cargo
service of AeroRot (called' Aeroservice' - should have
been renamed' Aero-Disservice') had removed all the
packing elipe with Andy's name on them and replaced
them with their own paperwork - I still have no idea
why. When the equipment arrived in Moscow, they
promptly refused any knowledge or responsibility of
'thol'le boxes', but Andy couldn't touch them either,
hill name was nowhere to be found. And again , IN­
DEXA to the rescue - I found out that they always
include a copy of an invoice with recipient's name in
the first box, just in case, and this was the easel Back
to the microphone, Andy, here's what you do ...

The eituarion Wall absolutely insane, and I wanted to
fight to the end, but Wall too far away to do anything
myself. You can't win over bureaucracy by being nice
and polite. I was at my lut line of defense now. I
didn't care for myself Ijullt wanted them to release our
equipment. So the Soviet Customs weare a scandal, a
nice loud intemarional seandal. I'd be very happy to
arrange one if this matter can't be resolved reason­
ably. I tell Andy: 'Do you guys know who is visiting
Washington, DC, now? Your Foreign Minister. Do
you think it would be emberreeefng during his visit to
see a letter from a reader in the 'New York Times' or
the 'Wall Street Journal' about the eecapedee of your
Customs service in the age ofperelltroika? You bet it
would. Well, I'm prepared to do JUAt that, write aev­
eral letters, and nothing is going to stop mel If you
don't get the equipment in the morning I'm doing it.'
Why, why, do I have to 6ght the Soviet Customs? It's
a dream, a terrible nightmare, let me wake upl

The next morning Anrly told me t,hat they got the
equipment, after some loud arguments and lit,t pound­
ing. There was also a call from 'Pravda' to the
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Sheremetyevc (Moecow airport) Oueeeme, inquiring
about the llituation. The equipment "'u in order
and ",odling, tboug h the antennu looked like some­
one ",a1ked oyer them . No problem.

Just before this happened , I talked to Romeo, who
wu n't wu t ing any t ime in Vietnam , He was now go­
ing full I team to get th ingll done for the arrival of t he
operaton . One morning I caught him on 21 ligning
3W3RR/MM, from a llapply boat tbat makell ru M be­
tween the oil rigs in the South China Suo Romeo wu
heading in the direcfic n of Sprat1y, perhape to lind a
ll1litable .pot to operate from. I chose to 'exploit ' hill
appearance on tbe air to give thill caUH some more
publi city. I ran a 'mini-net', let the gUYll in tbe USA
and in EU work him and then exp lained what wu
going on and how much the euppert W all needed for
thill expedit ion. John, W4FRU, wu deeigneted by
IND EXA to coiled donations and I tried to tell the
world jUl t that - we need you r help, pleuel 'Well
llpoken, OM, I' ll send my bit' laid someone St&telide.
Ob, thank youl Information wu supplied to DX bul­
letinll, peered on packet world",ide and ~tranllmitted

u RTTY bellerine, I called people I h o... in tbis coun­
try and Ja pan and u ked t hem to spread tbe word ,
ban g on every door. I don't ~ally know if it made any
difference, but I want to think that it d id.

I aleo came up on W2MIG'. net on 14.165 every morn ­
ing to fill t he world in on t he latell t Spratly develop­
men" and the information lipread. wit h no leu than
lightning epeed . One morn ing , jUllt u I wu on, my
rad io decided to quit, I could listen, but it wouldn 't
tranllmit. Carmelo, WA2SPG , patched me onto the
freq uency by tele phone - a weird feeling to hear my
voice on the rad io, but lill tening to the rest of the air­
wavell U if it wun't me llpuking . I called for help ­
I needed a epere quick if I Wall to continue my eft'ortll
and Peter, W N2WO W, drove into New York Cit y and
brought hill T S-9" OS for me to use, and even left me
carfare to take t he radio borne after work . (' Don't take
t he llubway', he laid) . Munwhile, rumon tr&llllpired
and reverberated in the iencephere , peop le who had
no real knowledge of eventl were telling horro r .to­
riee, caulling me to deny the outrageous ones . I finally
refused to listen to any rumors. The only thingll to
believe in were the cnee I heard myself from Moscow,
Temirtau or Vietnam.

The operaton were in Viet nam - finally - and they
were waiting for the second grou p to arrive from
Moecow. In the meantime, XVOSU wu on , giving me
hope that they weren't ",uting any time down t here.
Pnrchued were llupplies , guoline, neceuities. Every­
thing wu to be t ran.ported on a chartered ship , paid
for by the Kiulon g company, the only llare "'ay to get to
t he ill iandl. There "'lUI much eoneern over the accep­
~ance of the operation. Hut eince the only cp erat cre
were th e Soviets and th e tran llportation wu aU paid
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for, Spratly operation would be legal. They were 01.00
warned not to eign / IS ",ith Vietnamese calleign since
thill wonld imply the VietnameH ownen bip of the l&­
land. and lIuch operation would n' t be acceptable to
the DXCC DelIk.

IS0 XV W IUI selected for the group call and Romeo got
himself ISIRR. Now I had to wai t like everybody else
- no one knew anyth ing in Moscow and even lltationll
from t he A.iatic Ruu ia weren 't telling me much. Then
suddenly, the operation ...u en. Fint, the Soviet. k)ld
me they had worked ISOXV, then they ",ere heard in
Europe . But I had to identify them myself - until
that moment I wu very cautiou.. T hen there wu a
caJl from TOIhi.U b, JAIELY - ' Ed , it ill them, I talked
to Romeo'. He even let me liesen (on the telephone) k)
the JA pile-u p and Romeo's voice. Hip-H ip-Hurreyl

I was exhausted but this st ill wun' t the end of it . I
lltaned to get calla from people who wanted me to tell
t he ope: 'Mo~ phone, CW, low bandll, Ge nera l Ire­
quenciee, East Cout opening. .. .. On a Iew occuionll 1
paned the word to the ope - and they listened. Mee­
ngel were left on our Tri-State PacketClu.ter SYlltem
to let the amateurs locally ho'" what ill happening on
the other side - t he facu, not ru mon , u I knew them.
I later found out that all these meuagell were picked
up by one of the llyltern uaere and retranllmitted world­
wide through RTTY bullet ins . I made my lint QSO
with the Spratly'. on 21 MB., worked IS0XV and then
Romeo immediately ,aid 'NT2X, thill ill IS IRR, you're
59, QSO number I .' I was deeply touched and wished
them luck .

A. you may have gueeeed, t hillwun't the end . A week
later, I darted getting callJl at work . The calle came
from peop le I knew: 'Ed , they are calling for you in
the blind . They j ust etcp the pile up on 15 meters and
u k for you. Can you come up1' In 2 bcu re, I nid, and
left work early. My anl",ering machine had another 10
or so callll from all over the United Statee, u king t he
lame. Warm the am plifier, get on 21 MH. , ca ll once,
twice, three time. OD their frequency. The squall of up­
set amateon who didn't know what I wu doing : 'You
lid .. .get ofr...llplit operation...what are yon doing, yon
are on top of the DXpeditionll!' Fortun ately, Romeo
also listens on hill t ranlmit frequency or someone tells
him th at I'm there . 'QRX, QRX every body, I mus t
llpeak to NT2XI' ' Ed , we are running low on fuel, we
are going to make a run to the mainland for food and
water, but we have no more money to buy fuel for the
generatorl. Can you help u. to get some fundd ' I
know 1 can't Jet them down and premise to help. An­
other call to INDEXA - what can we do in thill .itua­
tion1 NCDXF can help , t hey already pledged money,
perhlpe they can releeee eome fund. now. And a Iew
day. later Bruce infonnll me that t he funds had been
.ent to Moscow. In the mean t ime a representative of
Kiulong who went to Vietnam with th e operaton had
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returned to MOlICow to collect ecme money for th e fuel
and other necessit iel . Our fund i should be arriving
Ihort ly.

T he expedit ion wup 't with out its problems. The ope
disappeared 08" t he air at times instead of st aying
on until t he propagation ran out, they ...orked peo­
ple 1It'ithou t giving full call~ignl out (con,,"t style) ­
and that caused many repeated contact. as amateurs
wanted to be in that log for l ure. IS0XV men later
told me that t here wu no propagation t~ards the
USA several days after t hey started th e operation . In
th e mornings I lat on 20 meters and heard DU, YB, JA
- all of th em loud and clear, and couldn't undereeend
why the Sprady group didn't use t he propagation to
get at the Eut Coast. Then there wu not enough CW
- or 10 many emeteure here on the Eut Coast claimed.
Turned out, there W&l an almolt 60-40 I!plit between
SSB and Morse . Impreeaione are often very subjective,
th ey depend on where you live and ...hom you lilten
to . I chose to keep my mouth Ihut - don 't criticise,
always give the ben efit of the doubt to ecmec ne who
is in th at faraway land, you never know whal sort of
problems may arise - th e 3WOA operation t aught me
that and I kept my thoughts to myself, even t hough
I w.. upset at times. The frequ ent disappearances of
the IS-gang caused many comments, one from a friend
of mine, who tried to convince me (and himself, per­
ha~) that the operat ion wun' t re&lly legal - 'they
mUl t be siUing in Vietnam someplace, or be tter yet
- in Siberia - and get on infrequent ly, to avoid being
detected by direction-finding equipment l'

Then t here wu the quest ion of QSL card s, a big point
of discueeion for any expedition . Once the expedi­
t ion is supported by orga.niutionl like INDEXA or
NCDXF, they want their logol on th e cards. For that
reason I told Alex that we were going to print the eerde
here and eend them to Moscow, if th ey insist on hav­
ing th eir own manager. They were also inllillting on
processing the cerde in Moscow and nowhere else. No
amount of pereueeicn was helpful. Unt il the expedi­
t ion got underway, I wu try ing to inftuence people in
Moscow to let us do t he QSLing here. No luck . Then ,
we decided to tell people to hold 08" on sending QSLII
to Box 308, MOlICow, until th e quest ion was reso lved,
I be lieved we could do it , that there Wall something
that th e Soviet. didn 't undentand about the impor­
tance of reliable QSLing that we and the rest of the
world had to tell them. Once th e Spratly'l were on the
air , I dec ided to give it one more hy. INDEXA sent
a FAX to MOlICOW &lking for clarifi cation - wby not?
Back came the reply - 'we have it an under control
and besides we au going to print th e cards ourselves,
not to worry.' Seems like Romeo didn't funy infonn
the Kiulong people on th e importance of our printing
the cards here. Another acute pain inducer fOT Murph
and INDEXA. We had too much riding on this one to
take any chencee. There were a couple of angry letters
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ready to be FAXed to Moecow - and then we decided
to try calling t hem on t he phone fin t. Fint try, no
luck. Find UA6HZ, my oid pal Larry, aIlk him to do
the sam e. He eeceeede, talk. to someone in MOKOW
who knows what the . tory is. Comes back and tell.
me 'Ed, this man wants you to give him a land-line', I
spent 10 min utes on th e telep hone with Kiulon« 's Gen­
era l Director, pat iently explaining why it is important
and why we are upeet. He eeeured me that t hey au a
reputable out fit and wouldn 't cause any hardship on
anyone, I!O he would hold up their end of the bargain,
even though he didn 't know about the deal being made
in th e lint place. A frequent problem in the USSR ­
lack of communicat ion am ong the people. Millunder·
standing cleared, we're doing the card•. Another abylll
avoided .

Many managed to work Spratly. They made over
40,000 QSOs with one sick operator , one broken gen­
erator, and another malfunctioning . Some were happy
with them, others weren 't, but that ia t rue with just
about any expedition . The expedition ecer the Sovi­
ets $36,000, the operaton ehemeelvee epeee abou t 1000
rubles - roughly th e annual .aJary for some of th em , in
order to go. Rom eo dipped into tbe family savingl for
1500 rubles. The Kiulong company borrowed $25,000
at th e bank, and they now have to repay t be sum
(u of this wri ting $19,000 are erill outstanding). Yuri
Brubenko, Commercial Director of Cnulong company
whc wu in this count ry, bro ught me a grea t looking
seuhell from Spratly, which now proudly eits on t he
shelf above my Iltat ion.

At the end I didn 't mind iOlling sleep , spending $350
on phone callll and worrying too much about what else
could go wrong . It wu an expedition to which I gave
my mind and a part of my IOUI. I wanted to see the
people who undertook it and believed in it succeed, de­
spite all the problems. This wu an unusual expedition
in many ways - how th ey obtained licensee, eponeor­
ship and transportation. Very likely it won't be re­
peated, not with a company acting u a epc neor. Even
learned a few thingl about myself - I can do a lot for
a good cause. This certainly wu one, benefi t ing th e
Amat eur Radio worldwide and INDEXA. No 1_ im­
portant ly, it showed the world t hat the Sovieta, given
the opportunity, are .. capable all anyone else. I jUll t
hope there will be othen \0 take the riab and fight the
edde , going to a far a1lt'ay island or a remote area. You
can' t bl ame me for t aking this cause. Even t hough I'm
an American now, I wu born t here, speak th eir lan­
guag e and at time feel lOrry for the good people over
in th at country where many thanp - material and oth­
erwise aun't available or not allowed. I sincerely hope
to see it change.

Th e ~pTl\tly DXpeditinn '90 it' now part of th e history
of Amateur Radio and a part of my own life story.
Copyright © 1990 by Ed Kriteky, NT2X.
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WRTC - A World-Cia•• Event
Rich Assarabowski, KICC

I fint heard about it in the early IIpring of thiB year.
Marui Laine, OH2BH, wu on 20 meters talking with
several gUY II from the Wellt Cout about rules for a
contest to be held ·on-site" at the Goodwill Gamet!
in Seattle. There wu a lot of d iecueeicn about what
the contnt ehould be and how to select the partici­
panta. I listened in for a while, senlling that this wu
not just idle chatter but a seMa. planning session for
the event. Nevertheltu, the incident passed by and I
didn't hear anything more about it until a short men­
tion of it in the National Contest Journal. Buried
among the articles wu a request for cont.esten to IIUb­
mit their rftlumes u team members for the amateur
radio event at th e Goodwill Games. I didn't hesitate .
The rest , all the popular laying g0e8, is history.

It '. a long 8ight from Connect icut to Seattle. The
Bight arrived jalt about at midnight on a Wednes­
day night. I wu told that someone would be at th e
airport to meet me, but I had no idea who it Wall go­
ing to be and where I would be Itayiag. All I en­
tered the lobby, I immediately recognised him . He
had a QSL card in his band and we introduced our­
Rives. Charlie KX7L and his wife Karen were go­
ing to be my hoetl for tbe Goodwill Gamftl, actually
t he ·World RadiOlport Team Championship· , or jUllt
-WRTC·. Charlie left his XYL at K7SS'I house where
a party Wall going on all day for the arriving partici­
pant.. We loaded my luitcue into his trunk and set
off to DannY'1 house . "Did the RUlsianll arrive?" , Wall

my fint question . They did , but not without incident.
Their plane arrived 24 hours late, all their 8ight Wall

delayed for 2 bcure, then 4, then 2 and 110 on, for no
apparent reescn. Their baggage Wall left out in the
cold Moscow rain - leaving the Soviet Union ween't
going to be made too euy for them. But they finally
came, to a big sigh of relief from their Seattle hoeta.
We pulled into acme side eereeee and started climbing
a hill . I knew we were cloee.

The party had Iltarted at noon and Wall winding down
at 1 AM when we arrived, but it Wall far from over. I
met Danny K7SS, hoet and the villionary of thill whole
event, and introduced my.elf to the guellh . There Wall

RUllty Eppe, W60AT, and Steve Morrill, K7LXC,ltill
discussing conteet preparationll, along with Danny. I
shock hand. with Juliu., HA6NY, who visited New
England several yean ago, and his teammate Gyosy,
HAOMM. I met th e comedians and muter chefs ol lateo­
night Jtalian puta dinners , Paolo, I2UIY , and Ivan ,
IK2DVG . Until now they were ju.t calli that appeared
in many contest logl. A whole day and evening of par­
tying was not withou t it. effect on the gUestll, though.
After t.heir own full day of meeting new faces behind
t.he familiar calb, I could have t toJ,J rhern I WlUl Entst
Krenkel and they would have believed me! Someone

12

No. 89 October 1990

walked up to me with a black ehirt with big silver
leeeere epelling out -KGB" . It wu Willy, UW9AR,
from Chelyabinllk. Who would have thought several
yean ago I'd be at a party in Seattle with the voice
of UK9AAN (now UZ9AYA)? By now the party had
progressed from beer and mixed drinks to the serious
stuit' - Stolichnaya vodka, hand-carried from the Ural
mountains. In my sober IIt ate I wu able to as&eSll th e
damage. It wu .tarting to look like Chernobyl after
the nudnr dit:ut.er. It teem . Karen, KX7L's XYL,
had t.aken th e full effect of the "Stoli- fallout. We fi­
nally got her in the car a.nd found Larry, UA6HZ, who
was th e other guest. .taying with Charlie a.nd Karen.

Larry it: well-known in the Statel!l all -UA6 HM
Zinety" , and hit English ill excellent . He'. been to the
U.S. lev eral t imes before . In an interview on the local
National Public Radio . tation , when uked how he felt.
to be in t.he States he laid -It'. nice to be home again" .
He's not a typical Ru..ian ham. He ewne one of the
few Western t ra nsceiveR in the Soviet Union (a TS­
930) u well U eeveral VHF radioe. In fad , he donated
hit: hand-held ee MUla Manamv, U2MIR, the Hueeian
(adually Armenian) coemonaut on the Soviet space
Itat ion MIR. Larry is also an Armenian, whose famlly
emigrated ee RUlMia around the t ime of World War I.
I was alwayl reminded of this whenever I referred to
Larry all • · Run ian- . Also unulual about Larry ill
t.hat be ill an entrepreneur in a Soviet system which
only recent ly hu accepted a Iree market economy all

a reality. In 1989 he wu part of the Malyj VyllOtIlkij
Island exped it ion along with OH2BH, K7JA and cth­
en. He was alIo very actively involved in providing
communications during the Armenian earthquake. He
brought with him several albums of photograph. from
Armenia Ihowing t.he terrible destruction. I learned
from him that the moet effective mode for traffic in
and out of Armenia Wall OW. I also learned of the scam
involving the shipment of packet radio equipment to
the Soviet Union by t.he ARRL. The large shipment
of equipment Wall appropriated by a certain individ­
ual in MOICOW, and it Wall only months later that it
WlU located. The two volunteers from the U.S. experi­
enced in packet radio were lent home after only several
days in the Soviet Union . The individual hee eince 1000t
his amateur license, but not before the opportunity to
help the Armenian people Wall Imt.

We got to sleep sometime around 3 AM. At 6 AM
I Wall awakened by the ean and that wu about all

much sleep as I would get for meet of tbe rest of th e
week t here. While I waited for the others to wake
up, I st udied t he informat.ion which the WRTC Com­
mittee had provided each of sbe participanLa. There
....ere about 60-70 panicipantl in thit: event, including
j udges, luppon te am members and te am alternates
(....hich included myself, N2AA and AH3C from t.he
U.S.). Participan t. were hoeeed by variOUI individuals
and Families in the Seattle a:rea, where t.hey dept and
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by whom th ey were chauffeured to th e vari ous planned
adivit iee. Many or the hoete took vacationll from work
in order to spend t ime with their gueeu and to partic­
ipat e in the WRTC eveeee. All I flipped thro ugh the
inrormation packet , I found a . pread llheet lilIting all of
the participanta, their hoeh and telephone numbers, a
sched ule of events, a hot line to call ror daily updatee
of ad ivit iee, repeater Irequeneiee to monitor, a daily
tape-recorded activity bulletin on a special telephone
number, a tourilt guide to Seattle and a liet of eceiv­
itiel in the Seattle area for hOlh and their guellh to
participate in when there Wall any .pare time (I?) . It
Wall going to be a busy week. The WRTC Oomm it­
tee and all of th e local radio dubs were de term ined to
make the World Radioeport Team Cham pionl hip an
unforgettable experience for everyone.

After breakJalIt we took a walk ouuide . Charlie and
Karen live in Beth el, about 30 miles from Sea ttle, on
a 2+ acre wooded lot. It was a perfed day, und er a
eloudlesa eky and with low humidity. I Wall immedi­
ately impressed by the height of the evergreen trees,
and in my mind I Wall already et ringing wires am ong
the trees. Charlie does not have a tower and I'm lure
we would have put one up for him that morning in our
entheeiasm. That enthaeieem Wall somewhat damp­
ened when we turned on his rig and found the bandll
completely dud , except for a couple of W6 and W7
ragchewen. The to lar OWl: Wall low and t he K-index
W all risi ng... At 1 PM we were sched uled to be at
Anthony'e Home Port, a yacht dub on the bay. VE
examll were be ing offend to any of the DX visiton at
the yacht dub, and Larry Wall anxiou. to get a U.S.
license . It tum. out moet of th e OX visiton wanted
to take VE exam e, VE exame were being given at
every pceeible opportunity during our lI tay - on th e
bue to Portland, at parties, at the picnic in Portland,
in restaurenta, in the hotel, etc.. We'd never seen 1I0

many Runianll become ·U.S. generals"! By the end
of the week it became a ritual, all the OX visiton pro­
greeeed from Novice up to Advan ced and Extra. For
the Ruuianll, it W all a unique opportunity to get a U.S.
cal l with a U.S. eddreee. For me, it W all an oppereu­
nity to add several more call8igne to my QTH (you
never know when you migh t need a epare call ...) . I
al80 learned a lot of new worde in RUNian. Although I
learned to epeak Ruu ian at home and lIpeak it reason­
ably well, my technical vocabulary wa.s limited . Never­
thelesll, I wa.s immediately put in the unique poeirion of
tranelating the exam quelltioDI for the Ruaianl when
they needed help. They did quite well on the technical
questions (how do you explain a ·Colpittll oscillator"
when it 'I been 25 yean since you took the General) but
many of the regulatory queetionl pussled them (wha t
is th e Novice power limit t hese d ayl anyway?) . EVa
eryone who took th e leeu came back home with some
kind of U.S. call8ign , whi~h will no doubt raUt~ eome
eyebrcwe back in the Soviet Union.
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By 4 PM th e room Wall getting full in preparetjon for
the operaton ' meeting. Team members were st ill ar­
riving, and new facee 'Were et ill becoming connected to
familiae cal.leignl . The WRTC Committee mem bers
were very bu-r, running aro nnd with beepers and cord­
leas teleph onfll, still making final arnngemenu for t he
tl ta tionl . Even though statione for each of the teame
were eeleceed to be all equal U pceeible in terms of
location and antennas, there were differences. Ward ,
NOAX was managing the etation preparation and !UI~

signment . Stationl 'Were chosen at random for each or
the teams. He carried with him a handful of 3 dB and
6 dB attenuaton, which were to be used by tb e bee­
ter It at ionl in their antenn a Ieedlinee in an at tempt
to make everyone a.s equal u pceeible. Some of the
teaml had more t ime for .tation preparation th &D oth­
en, though . Word got out th at one of the RUIosi&D
teame even climbed a neighbor'. tree to Itring a new
wire antennal A." PM approached, the room wu get,..
t ing packed . T- Ihirte were being given out for th e team
members, ICOM Wall giving ont their own T- lIhir1l and
caps and had their banner diepleyed prominently. A
profeeeiceal camera crew was filming the event for the
upcoming WRTC movie coming to a local theatre near
you this fall (well, maybe only to a dub meeting) . By
now, all of the teaml were th ere and took pOlitions
in the audience. The conteet organ isen gave th eir
introductory remarks - OH2BH, K7SS, K7LXC and
W60AT. The organiling committee wu introduced.
We 6n&l1y eaw the facfll of t he people that worked eo
hard for 2 yean to pull thit off. Then came the de­
ta.i.le of tbe contest and time for questione and anewen.
Queetionl from tb e teame seemed to ari8e endleeely:
·Can th e epotting ICOM 735 use th e main antenna?"
"Nc , only the wire listening antenna"
"Can voice keyers be used ?"
"No, only microphones and paper and pencil logging"
"Can foreign languages be used on SSB?"
came the queetion from K7JA , Delighted with the an­
swer, it wu obvioUi to everyone what Chip'e etrategy
was going to be in the contes t . Little did he know
how prop agation would change hil plane to run JA ',
during th e contest! It wu announced that calleigne
for th e contes t would be issued to each lItation only 45
minu tes before th e etart of the ee eeeet, on 14.250 and
on 2 meters. Anyone who made Ikede with his rriende
back home was oat of luck...

After the welcoming ceremonies and t he operator 'e
meeting were adjoumed, the room Wall opened up to
a buffet dinner and a bar, The banquet room ever­
looked the sound and the view out the wind ow Wall

spectacular. The crowd spilled over ont o th e deck
as the sun let over the water and the distant moan­
taine of the Olympic peninsula. I met eome of th e
later arrival8 and those whom I missed &t Danny's
party: the OKI ALW (OK5R) boys (Jiri , OKI RI,
and Karel, OK2FD), the two LZ'I from LZtKDP
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(Rumen, LZIMS, and Oc, LZ2PO) , the YU'II from
YUIEXY (Tine, YT3AA , and Raila, YUIRL), the
JA RL team (Yoh, JJ3UHS, and Naoko, J M3JO W)
and the Cr u y Contestel'l from Jap an (Tak, JEICKA,
and Sa ty, J EU KL), the two 0', (Dave, G4BUO,
and Steve, G3YDV), th e Jihncb team (Jacky, F2CW,
and Claudia, FDINYQ, from 4UUTU), th e Oermeae
(Stefan , DL5XX, and world-traveler Walter , DJ6QT) ,
the OH', (Hannu, OHIXX, and Jukka, OH8PF), the
EA', from EA9EA (Juan, EA5BRA, and Guillermo,
EA9EO), the neighboring VE7'II (Dale , VE7SV, and
Lee, VE7 CC) and the many W7', who took thi, oppor­
tunity to finally meet their guests that they bad been
upKting for 110 long . And of course Oms, PY5EG,
and TaJma, PY40D, who showed an Impreeeive video
tape of t heir huge Itation in Curitiba . However , t his
W all one night that W AI not going to be a la te one for
anyone. Tomorrow Wall the contel t , and everyone wae
an;Jl; ioulI to get at leu t some sleep before the big one!

Since Larry, UA6HZ, wu abo an altem ale for his
tu m, we dec ided to pair to get her for t he ce nteer , even
t hough we wouldn't be lIigning / WG. However, we
didn't have a place to operate. After ecrne deliber­
at ion, we were eeeigned to the 'tation at ICOM head­
quarters . Although initially impreeeed, I waa told not
to expect to o much all it W ILl judged un acceptable by
t he organilen when select ing statioDs for the teems.
Nevert heleu, we were happy to have a station to o~

erate, and we were told we'd be aNig Ded one of the
unu sed calla fro m the FCC block of ap proved callsignl
for the RUNi an. . We checked with 10 0 M and were
to ld we could be there u early ae 8 AM to IItan see­
t ing lip the d ation.

The next morning 8 AM came much too early, after
late night rag ilhewing with Larry, Charlie and Karen
th e night before . I grabbed my trusty keyer paddle
and keyer under my arm and we were off to 10 0M
in th e morning rush hour. Upon arriving at ICOM
we understood what th ey told UI. The ante nna was a
TH7 but it wu in an indul trial p&rk wit h lots of met al
roofl and overhead wires around, and a fairly big hill
to the eut . We were Impreeeed by a 4el KLM 40 on
a lIeparate tower at SO', but that had problems as we
later found out . The receptionist in the modem offi ce
building was expecting UII and IIhowed us to the shack.
There were lots of VHF radioe and one 10-781. No
second radio, no keyen, no head phon" , no amplifier.
And in t rue ham fashi on, lots of poorly marked coax
cables. We were expect ing Ron , NV6Z, the leOM
service manager to show up, and he did, which made
thingl a lot euier. We finally figured out which an­
tenna wu which and he pulled a new 10-735 from the
werehouee. He then connected one of t heir autom at ic
ante nna t unen which made for inllt ant band Iwitch ing
on tb e second radio, using ODe of t be wires outs ide. By
th e time every th ing wu set- up and working, we were
very hungry, not havin g eaten anything yet that day.
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I u ked Ron for a 2-minute tutorial on t he '781 whieh
t aught UI where the volume control wu and how to
change bands . After lunch , we tu ned on 20 for our call
auignment (NOAX) and prepared log IIheets .

The contH't didn 't exactly Itart witb a bang . Bands
were quid u d muted, and the few European l we
heard were wuk and very hard to work. Hardly any­
one cam e back to our CQ'II. Low-power from Suttle
without a two suffix wu not fun . Intertltation inter­
ference, u expected, wu horrendous. I also had to
get ueed to a BIG paper multiplier sheet , after a cou­
ple of yean of being spelled by OT and NA. It W all

obvious t be / WG IItat ions were having a good t ime,
t bough. We t uned around and listened to th em , and
it wu rully exciting to bear th e bands full of mini­
pileupe. From the operating style, there wu no quee­
tion th at these were world-c l.... operaton behind tha.e
callaigns . Our operating st rategy became to work at

many of the j WG 's u we could find. The loud on"
were euy, the ~eak ones on th e other end of Selloule
were weak and very difficult to work as we competed
againllt th e rest of the world calling them. We It acted
to keep track of QSO totals by th e / Wa 'l , who Wall

leading whom, being lucky enough to know the call
assignm ents before the con telt.

I too k a couple of breaks to talk to Ron , NV6Z, the
head of the servic e department at ICOM USA. Ron
was one of the P40V group who let the world record
for CQW W (not hing lib having the ICOM serv ice
depariment wit h you on an expedit ical] . He had to
be with UI until midnight when the contes t ended, 110

he used t his t ime to catch up on repain in t he ehcp.
100M has an excellent repu tation for service and it
was obvio ul why. All of the redice used for th e teame
were ICO M's (10-76S 's and 735'1) and other than some
minor detain, received high ecoree from the team mem­
bere after the contest. It seems ICOM has taken a very
wise approach to advertiling by sponsoring opera ting
activiti " . They donated 125 ,000 to the WRTO, so
th eir help really made t he event pceeible.

The banda I tacted to pick up after Iunset . Larry to ok
about 20 minu tes to talk to Ed, NT 2X, in Ru ssian. It
was nice not to operate the contest too competitivelyI
Ron went out for several piSi u and we raided t he soda
m achine. All this t ime we were wondering what hap­
pened to th e JA 'I. We only worked 2 JA 's during the
ent ire 10 hours, which wu on par with what t he / WO's
worked . Even the locale laid tha t was extremely un­
ueuell I had a chance to look through W7WA ', log
from th e IARU contest just th e weekend before , and
his log wu packed with JA'I during the same time pe­
riod . At midnight the contest was over. We packed up
and were picked up by Ch arlie. Our bUI to the Port­
land OX Convent ion wu departing at 8 AM, which
mean t we had to be up by 6 AM. We wen geUiDg
need to minimal deep by II.OW , after all , you don' t sleep



yeee SeuUlebutt

when the DX is .taning to come t hrough, do you1

Afl we boarded the bus the next morn ing, it wu like
3830 in penon. MOlt of the teamfl had .tayed up unt il
3-4 AM verifying their computer log entries , 110 every­
body looked pretty tired. Willy and George from the
Chelyabinllk team were particularly di ll traught - t hey
lltarted having S9line noise 5 minutes into th e con test .
Their haiti and th e locale went on a eeereh to find th e
offending pole, even IIpraying water from a bose on
th e utility pole. to find the right one . A utility truck
rushed to th e scene, but it wu 6 houri into the con­
test before th e pro blem Wall licked. It looked like the
AR/DG team had a good lead in t he raw QSO tot al,
but t he KQ2M /KROY team had a big mul t iplier . And
NOBODY worked more than a handful of lA'II! Afl
800n all the contHtantl handed in their diskll and their
neord iD g of the contHt on ca.uette tapes, t he ju dgin g
fltact ed. It wun 't until 5 PM on Monday night , two
houn before t he 6nal contelt announcement, that t he
6nal teIIult. were FAXed from Sa n Francisco. Until
then, th e OK's, LZ's, VE's and OL'. all had claim to
the # 3 posit ion at one point or another d uring t he
weekend!

T he bUI rid e to t he Portland DX Convent ion wu very
relaxi.ng. Th ere was a second bu. which wu leaving
from t he lOut h pact of Seattle and KIAR had an­
nounced earlier th at we would be having a contest be.
tweeu t he two bueee u.ing 2m HT '. . Somehow th at
idea never caught on . We played musical chairs on the
bus instead, swapping le ats to trade .tOriH about the
contest , about operating I trategy, equip ment, and jUlt
about every t hing else that had anything to do wit h
contHting and radio. I had a nice chat wit h Va.ssily
Bcndurenkc , UV38 W, the head of the Cent ral Radio
Club , who had spent the night before together with
th e other Rueeien support team members driving all
over Seat tl e to videotape the RUlSian team members
in act ion at the ir holt"lItationll . AI he talked, his eyu
were conlltanUy looking out at the scenery. He seemed
to be awed by th e American life. tyle which he had ex­
perienced unlike any ot her Soviet d ignitary. Among
the many converutionll was one wit h Dave, G4B UO,
and Steve, G3 YDV, who showed pieturee of their Vat­

iou. contetlt expediricne to GJ and GU. The Channel
1,landl in Oeteber and November are a far cry from
t he Caribbean, wit h lob of wind and cold te mpera ­
t ures. St eve particularly stood out in our group, with
shoulder length blond hair and a beard - it turnll out
he mixes audio for big-name heavy metal rock groupl
and spends a lot of time in th e Statell, all evid enced by
hill FRC name t ag . Juan, EA5BRA, and Guillerm o,
EA9EO, deeeribed th eir CQWW effortl u EA9EA in
d et ail. luan i8 an engineer with t he Spanish equiva­
lent of Bell Telephone Labs and had loti of iDtereat ing
ideas regard ing con test Itatinn H'tup. They hrou ght a
rem ote dig it al keyboard with them for the '765 110 the
lpotting operator could punch in the frequency of a
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mul tiplier inltead of punchiDg out t he main operator.
Look for them at the Pan~lIeria Island (lH9) CQWW
opera t ion this fall (Zone 33) . A. we approached Port­
land, it W &l becoming hotter and hotter outside and
to our dismay, t he air cond it ion ing in the bUI wun't
work ing, It W&l becoming very .teamy inside t he bus,
m Oil. of UI pro bably had no t ime to take a ehower afte r
the contHt and it was becoming very obvious and un­
comfortable. Alth ough goodwill pervaded, we coined
a new phrase to use u an insult: "You IImeU like a
ccneeeter" . We found out later that we were only 2
degrees from th e all-time record temperature in Port­
land!

AI I stepped into t he botel lobby, t here wu Jack,
WIWEF, whc had come all th e way to Portland on
a frequ ent lli er ticket for the convention . I Ihared the
hotel room with Gene, N2AA, and Will , AA4NC. Af­
ter a quick Ihower (what elee'l], we migrated down to
t he convent ion. The hotel bar becam e popular and a
couple of cold been really hit the spo t . Scorel were
d ill coming in and the bar became th e unofficial repoe­
itory of contest reeulte . I bumped into the LZ's who
were running around anxiously looking for a place to
eat . Their log file became corrupted and th ey had
1200+ QSO '. which they had to enter into the com­
pu ter again. WI WEF and I have spent many houn
ente ring log data from Caribbean exped itionl and Lof­
fered my service as a hired-gun to uch ty pist . We went
to an upetain hotel roo m, they lat me down in front of
a portable PC and we proceeded to ent er calls. Othen
were not u lucky. Geor ge, UAI 0 Z, and Vlad , RB5IM,
had someone entering their calls during the cont" t
who wasn ' t eeeueec med to Ruuian handwriting. They
llat in anot her com er of our room read ing the ca lli out
loud to N7ZZ who edited th eir log - at leut l out of 4
QSO'1 wu entered incorrectlyl Meanwhile, Dick Ncr­
ton, N6AA, would occu ionally run up and down th e
hallway, d uhing in and out of hotel rooms u he tried
to keep everything running smoothly. We managed to
finillh in time for the banquet which wu j Ult abou t to
IItart as we walked into t he ba nquet ball.

Manti Laine, OH28 H, was the featured Ipeaker. He
recalled how his fath er had fought the RUMiaul in
World War II, about - Finlandintiou- and the new re­
lations between the WHt and the Soviet Union . Would
his father ever have im agined hil llOn going on a joint
expedit ion to Malyj Vysot.kij Island, where t he re­
maine of Pinnieh setUementi ca n Itill be seen before
the RUllianl - invaded- ? Other llpeaken followed:
Veeeily Bcndurenkc, UV3BW, from the Central Radio
Club, ably t ranlliated by Berte , UW3AX, from Redlo
magasine, and Chip Margelli, K7JA, who also ehowed
slides of the M· V bland exped ition. The organilen of
the Pacific Northwest DX Convention, the Will amette
Valley OX Club , were int roduced . They ackuowledged
this convent ion to be the bHt ever, than ks to t he
presence of the World RadiOlport eeeme. During d in-
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ner , 1 found out that both Rumen, LZIMS, and Ogy,
LZ2PO, are Ph.D.'Il; Ogy ill a specialist in the chem­
Lltry of wine-making (Bulgaria mekee excellent winesl]
and Rumen ill the Vice-Director of the School of Man­
agement at the Karl Marx Higher Inlltitute of Eco­
nomice in Sofia. I was going to ask him why he lltill
had "Karl Marx" on the business card he gave me, but
then I remembered I Wall srill using QSL'Il with myoid
address from 5 yean ago ...

After the banquet everybody piled into the hoapit.ality
euite which wa.s not unlike Dayton, except there were
a lot more W1'1l there! I finally met Dan, W1WA,
who gives Ull East Oceeeer'e a big ron for the money
in DX Oonteees. It Wall nice to meet the W1's and the
VE1'1l, including the #4 WRTC team: Dale, VE1SV,
and Lee, VE1CC, in a very close race. As the crowd
started to thin into the night, we migrated into one of
the rooms with UW3AX, UZ3AU and UA6HZ . Boris ,
UW3AX, is deputy editor in chief of Radio mega­
line and speaks English very well. Gene, UZ3AU, ill
technical editor of Radio and is the one who fixed the
Yaeeu FT-l000 on M-V Island when it broke down. He
also went to Chernobyl after the dieaeter to help with
communications and participated in the Armenian re­
lief effort . We talked about the future of the Soviet
Union. All three expressed a lot of fear about civil war
breaking out. They were worried about ethnic etrife
in the Soviet Union, which makes even the best in­
tentions at "perestroika" impoeeible to carry out. Life
in the Soviet Union ill not easy and the future is not
bright. They envied our comfortable poeitione in the
U.S., where we can pursue our own individual goals
and ambitions without worrying too much about the
future of our country.

The next morning at breakfast there were several hun­
dred people in attendance . Word must have gotten
out that the Northwest DX Convention Wall not to be
missed . Jacky, F2CW, presented some very interesting
slides of the Bouvet expedition in hill French-accented
Engfieh . The preliminary top-three WRTC poeitione
were officially announced - the Americans took them
all! After lunch, we were scheduled to go to a picnic
at Camp Bonneville (a military base), sponsored by
ICOM. The RUlleianll took a side trip to the only So­
viet monument in the U.S., which commemorates the
the fil'l!t trans-Polar Right which happened to end in
Portland when their fuel ran out. We arrived at the
picnic site , which Wall on the shore of a small lake.
A big tent Wall eet up, with lote of food and drink.
The weather was beautiful, as we ate and drank to
the accompaniment of a band, although the converse­
ricee drew the attention away from the muaiciane. The
mandatory VE exam tables were set up between the
two buses to provide ehede from the hot mid-afternoon
sun . The picnic WIUI a big eucce•. It Wall really a great
way to spend a Sunday afternoon.
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The team members were scheduled to return to Seee­
tie the next day, but because there WIUI not enough
room on the bus, some of ue were IUIked to leave on
the bus departing for Seattle that evening. After a
full day in the euu, the bus ride back to Seattle (thill
time in an air-conditioned buel] wu very comfort­
able. I eat in the group of some of the CQ Commit­
tee rnembere: Bob Cox, K3EST, Ville , OH2MM, and
Gene, N2AA, 110 the conversation naturally turned to
log checking and log ecoring, I spent a long time tulk­
ing to Adam, N1MJZ (the real person behind that
calli), and we carne Up with some intereeting ideas for
creating contest categories and for etimulating contest
activity, based on our collective experiences in sailing ,
bicycling and eutccrceeing , Baud upon the incredi­
ble eucceee of thill event, in daYI following the contest
there Wall talk in various circles about the formation
of a "world Radicepere Federation". To everybody
at WRTC, waiting until 1994 for the next Goodwill
Games in order to hold another on-lite contest was
too long to wait...

It seemed that in no time at all we were back in Seat­
tle . Because our hosts in Seattle were not expecting
ua until Monday, other arrangements were made for
us . I etayed with Bruce, WA1YFJ, a retired engi­
neer /lawyer from Boeing. He wa.s the host of VaNily
Bondurenko, UV3BW, and Valeri, UA3AO, the week
before and lives on a hilltop overlooking the Sound.
The view out the window was 10 spectacular it was
hard to keep my eyes away. It was the first good
night'l sleep I had in many days. After breakfut we
went shopping and then drove downtown to meet the
bus arriving from Portland. Tonight was the Awards
Banquet at Tillicum Village, an Indian Reservation
on Blake Island in Puget Sound. The ferry wa.s ached­
uled to leave at 6:15 PM. We had an hour to spare
after the bUI arrived so I joined some of the Russians
in walking around downtown. Even though they had
spent almost a week in Seattle, they really hadn't had
a chance to do much sightseeing or shopping. We made
plane to do eorne shopping the next day.

The ferry ride to Blake Island Wall a real blut! AI
soon as we left the port, a live band started playing
upstairs with eorne real R&B music. To everyone's
surprise, Gene, UZ3AU, jumped up and started bo­
ogy'ing, emaaing everyone with his dancing ability.
Pretty soon the whole Radiosport team, hoere and
gueets were all dancing and having a fantutic time!
Who said hams were all nerdst Not contesters! The
music and the eemoephere really put everyone in mo­
tion and all we approached the island it was starting
to get dark. After seafood cocktails we helped our­
selves to the buffet served by the Indians, which fee­
tured salmon, and seated ourselves in the huge dining
room. After some Indian folk dancing, the Iltage Wall
cleared for the awards ceremony. Danny, K7SS, was
the master of ceremonies. All of the team members
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and al ternates were int roduced and took posirioee on
the stage. The etmoephere wu very congenial and
t ru ly in th e spirit of goodwill. Plaques were handed
out to each of the partieipanu and th e gold, silver and
beonse med ali8ts accepted their awards on a a-level
pod ium, in t ree Olympic fuhion . A number of s~
d&l aw&rds and present.ations followed. I had arTanged
with AR , DO, AA and KQ2M to present th e Eastern
European and Soviet teams with a epecial souvenir.
I announced that the next World Redicepcre Team
Dhampionehip , wherever and whenever it might take
place, would probably use computers for logging in­
stead of paper and pencil. In order for our compef i­
ton to begin practicing for th e event , we gave each
team a box of 80ppies. Unfort unately, there W &ll no
rime to pu t. a copy of CT onto the floppies. The cere­
mony ended in a very happy and uplift. ing m anner, and
everyone felt fan t.u t.ic about being part of t hiB truly
unique experience.

The feny ride back wu jUllt u much fun a.II it W all

coming out . One of th e band memb ers st arted tap­
ping out some CW on his guitar; he too wu a ham!
The party Wall onl The brightly lit ferry pushed its
way through th e d&rk weters of Puget Sound against
th e backdrop of the SeaUle skylight by night. We ar­
rived at ebe port. in Seattle and docked next to t he So­
viet three-mut .ailing ship · Pallad a- which had sailed
from Mnrmanlk for the Goodwill Games . Hundreds of
Iighh out lined the mu ts and boom. of the ship, which
looked like a gian t. . t.ack of 160-met er yagill pointed up
into the sky. No one W a.tl anxioul to leave, a.tI we milled
around th e dock and tried to find our h08u who would
be taking UI to t heir house.

The original plan of the organisers W a.tl to have every­
one switch hOlts after returning from Portland . How.
ever, most of the guests had enjoyed staying with
their original host so much that th ey preferred not
to change. Somewhere that week wu a sign-up sheet
that everyone who wanted to remain with th eir origi­
nal hcet waa . upposed to sign. Unfortu na~ly, I never
got a chance to . ign it, so I wu &aligned another home.
My new hOllt W lUl Pat , W7VIH , and my new "room­
mate- " lUI Gene, N2AA. Pat lives in a 6 bedroom
house and hu 8 children. M08t of th em are grown- up
and have left th e house eo Gene and I each had & bed­
room to oureelvee. The next day, Mike, UWOCN, and
Gene, UWOCA, the Khabarovslt team (UZOCWA), ar­
rived with th eir hOlt Dave, N7MYO, joined by Larry,
UA6HZ, to go ahcpping . We piled into Dave '. car and
headed out. A Russian salary doesn 't go a long way in
the U.S. Fortunately, they had received a small sum
of spending money from their own organil ation and
from the WRTC Committ.ee, and each had brough t
eomet hing with t hem from home to barter. Our fit8t
stop? To buy a VCR , which ace very bani to get in
the Soviet Union. We found a sm all shop downtown,
owned by RUNi an immigrants , who seised the cppor-
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t uuity to sell PAL/ SECAM VCR'I to their country.
men. They closed the deal and our Hueeian Iriende
walked out with Imiling faces. But not before the re­
porters j umped on them...

T he preas coverage of t he WRTC Wall pretty inces­
sant . Since our Russian guests were the fit8t Soviets
to arrive in Sea ttle for th e Goodwill Games, the re­
porters were everywhere. We were eating breakJut
with Bru ce, WA7YFJ, the morning before when USA
Today called. -What have your guests been doing?" ,
they esked . -Wha t do they eat for breakfut?" . "Did
they weeh their dillbes1- . Bru ce replied, "Nc, be­
cause I have a diahwasher and they were t.hr illed to
use one for t he lint t ime". Articles in the local pa-­
pen appeared &lmOit. daily, which went into far more
in~resting and relevant det ail about. ham radio and
the contes t . It '. not t.hat RUll ians are exactly a nov­
elty in Seattle. They have had an exchange program
with their .ilter city Tuhkent for a number of yean.
The Wes~m Wuhington DX Club invited a group of
hams from Kuan lut year and the club members have
been over there several t.imel. Portland's sister city il
Khabarovsk. The Khab&roVllk Radiolport Federation
together with the Friendship Amateur Radio Society
organised the Friendship Radio Games in Khabarovsk
lut year and are planning a similar event in Portland
in 1991. -Glun08t· ia al ive and well in Seattle and
Portland.

Our next. stop wu to buy a comput er. Larry, UA6HZ,
wanted to buy an XT and we found the best deal in
Seat tle. Their eyes lit ap when they saw the com­
pa ten, but their pocketbooks were skinny. Mike,
UWOCN, ill an electrical engineer and wu intereeeed
in a computer to use for freelan cing, &II "ell u th e
obvious contest logging applicat ion . I tried to talk
him into a berebones eyeeem and even offered to lend
him mon ey, but he hesitated . I tried to convince him
that he might use it for a year, sell it at a profit and
upgrade again when the prices dropped fur th er, The
capitaJi8t concept of -build ing equi ty· didn 't seem to
convince him when he converted the $I into ru bles
and found that $350 wu almost 2 yean n laryl Gene,
UWOCA, wu lntel'fllted in a musie keyboard for his
childre n. He ill a musician himself, 10 we stopped in a
high-end music store and their j aw. dropped . Pi anos
are impOllllible to buy in the Soviet Union, and here
Wall a sto re full of them. We immediately walked over
to th e synt hesisen and th e accommodating salesma n
spent th e next hour showing us some of the cepebili­
ties of the lIyntheliler and the MIDI interface to the
Apple computer. Within minutes Gene wu ecmpce­
ing and editing a multi-instrument haunting Rueeian
ballad with th e help of t he 111"man . They bad never
seen any thing like thi8 before. They walked out of the
store speechless.

We made a qu ick stop at Dave, N7MYO'. , cc nte m-
17
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porary house t.o pick up beer for t he party that. night.
at. Jerry, WA7BUY'" house in Kirkland that night..
Th ere wu a house under construction across the st.reet
so they bad a eheeee so SH how we bu ild our hou eee
from "'mat.chst.icks" . That a house could be built in
60 day, and cost $300,<XlO WIUI mind boggling. That
materials for the hou se could be left outs ide and not
get stolen waa incomprehensible. Houses with two car
garages, ewirnming pools , decks, ridin g lewnmcwere,
worltllhope" cat.hedral ceilings, family rooms, hot. t ubs ,
and on and on were complet ely new to them. They
were talking Ina and ICN. The Soviet Union had a
long 1It'ay to go aft~r "'~reatroika" .

The farew ell party t.ha t night a t WA7B UY's house wu
an emot ional one. We realised we probably wouldn 't
be seeing m eet of these ccneestere for a long efme, ex­
cept for the next "'599" cont est exchang e. Jerry and
hi- wife Loui-e built the beautiful contemporary house
only a year ago. They ,t.arted with t.he tower whose
beee wu vieible in t he garage, and t. hen bu ilt the hou le
around it . It. .u on to p of a hill an d wu the hoet. .ta­
t ion for t he OH' I . The house waa packed with people
- hOfl ts , t~ams, and ham. from all ever Seattle . It wu
hard to leave.

The weather , which up until now had been perfect ,
started to cloud up on w edneedev. People were lew­
ing Seattle. The RUlsianl were sched uled to leave on
Thunday, as was my Bight back hom e. We slept la te
and for lunch went to the Dogh ou se. I wun't prepared
for this . A small back room of t he greuy spoon wu
t he local hang out for haml lUI long &I anyone cou ld
remember. T he faded QSL cards on the wall , con­
tri buted by t he room's visiton over the pu t decad es,
would put many OX 'en to shame. My favori te wu
one from Ed Handy of the ARRL with his old call,
1BOI. Mary Lewis , W7QGP, held her last VE exam
for the week. I talked at. length with UAIDZ, Ra­
dioeport Champion of the USSR, and learned many
inteU1!t ing details about their competition. W~ had
d inner with Pat and his family, an d alter dinner , not
having anything planned in particu lar, paid a surprise
vi-it. to Da nny, K7SS'" house.

We weren' t the only ones there. Othen had t he same
idea. Danny's Italian guesh had already left 10 he and
Diane were happy to see people at their hou se. Larry
broke ope n a bottle of 10-year old Armenian cognac
and we spent a pleaaant, low-key evening reminiscing
about t he pu t week . It wu well into midnight when
we left and .aid goodbye. K7SS ', vieion of a worldwide
goodwill get- together of ccnteetere had come to paN .

Pat drove Gene and I to the airport the next morn­
ing. A. 1 paned t hro ugh t.he X-r ay macbine, the keyer
peddle and HT in my handbag naturally aroused , Ui!­
picion with the securi ty guard. I st arted to pull them
out and prepared to explain what they were. "'Oh, you
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were here for t he ham radio com~tition?- IIhe u ked .
"Never mind , then"', ehe continued . "How did you do
in the contest?- . I wu glad 1 didn ' t have to explai n
ham radio.

Press Release for YCCC
Jim Cain, KITN

WHO? K1TN (C6AFQ) and KR1S, both of the
YCCC.
WHATT Multi-l ingle all C6AFQ in t he CQ WW C W
Contest .
WHERE? Fro m Tre ...are Cay, Gu at Abaco, Ba­
ham u (t be l ame locat ion u C6A/ K1T N in the 1990
ARRL CW DX Con. ...).
WHEN? Nov. 24/25,1990, plue a modicum of ecttv­
ity on the WAR C band. Nov. 21·27.
WHY? Beceuee you only live on ce.
HOW? The an tenn a has been upgraded to an A-3
at 25 ft . (plus K1TN's Alph....D~ll.a Twin Sloper for
160-80-..0 from last February) . W~ will have an IC751,
beck-up Yucko 767 , K1TN 'I new laptop (wit h a hard
d ilk that may be able 1.0 keep up with 250/hr.) , and
the la test version of a contest program by so me guy
with a beard who lives outside of Boston.
YOUR MISSION: To work C6 AFQ on all 6 HF
bands [sp ecial recogn iti on to those who do; spledal­
special recognition to ebeee who do n't work us on ANY
band) . To lend your entire call eign one t ime and
one t ime only. To pua our presence along to ethers
through the magic of PackctClul ter(r) . To lay we an
599 even if we aren't.
OUR MISSION: To bu ak the SOOO-QSO barrier
ru nning 100 wattl , and to give new meaning to the
te rm "Ra m punch ." Aud, of CO line, to help YCCC be
th e Top Club.

Other Contest DXpedltionerB

K2EK , K1KI, and K2SS will be operat ing at. P JIB for
the CQ WW SSB.

KIXM, KM3T. KQIF, an d KIKP will be operating
at ZFe for the CQ WW CW. Inlk ad of bri ngin g a
computer , we will bring an am plifier , and will beat
K1TN uling pe ncil and pap~r loggingl
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An Open Letter to the President

Dear Dave,
I have to disagree with your suggestion to table the re­
vised "Alternate Meetings" proposal until December.

The October pre-contest meeting is traditionally the
most attended meeting of the year, more so at
Boxboro! The members moee affected by the decision
will be there, and vice versa (the most members) .

It is my understanding that the new proposal allows
a "regional" meeting, once per year to be counted all
half the present attendance requirement of 2 meefinge
per year at Sturbridge. Theile "special" meeringe allow
for no club bueineee to be eraneeceed (including indue­
tion of new members). New members must attend a
"Regular" meeting to join.

Your point illwell taken about Boxboro being a "ehow­
calle" for the club, many non-members attend the
meeting, and several of them leave all new members.
We certainly don't want to give these folks the impres­
Ilion that our meetings aren't fun .

Therefore I suggest a 10 minute intermieeion at the
end of the program, and a quick vote to amend the
constitution.

Perhaps the "pro" and "con" factions could meet
during the intermission, and pick a spokesperson to
present each side of the question in a 2 minute sum­
mary... followed immediately by a vote.

The problems with the December meeting are: 1)
Weather 2) Pre-Holiday 3) Poet-contest . The Decem­
ber meeting is probably the most poorly attended, and
the balance of the "local" to "fringe" members ill badly
skewed.

The dedication of members who travel 3 hours each
way to attend a meeting should be recognised, and we
should accommodate them by taxing their contribu­
tion to club scores at a reduced rate.

After all, a contest score from "Down East" counts the
same all from "Central MallS" all long all the summary
sheet says YCCCI

It ie intereeting to note the 2 meefinge per year min­
imum ill not a requirement for club membership, but
for contribution to aggregate club score!

73, Allen, N2KW

Movers and Shakers

Please update your club roster to include the following
changee:

Art, W2IB, reports that the best mailing address for

19

No. 89 October 1990

him is:
Art Wildblood , W2IB
204 Eallt Drive
P. O. Box 1981
Kingston, NY 12401
phone: (914)331-2864

Correct address for James, KZIM, ill:
James Dalterio, KZIM
P. O. Box 102
Manchaug, MA 01526

Ray Ortgiesen, ex-KBIEM, ill now WFIB.

New address for Brian, NJ1F, is:
Brian J . Slewcylk, NHF
Parkwood Village Apts.
138-B Breyman House / Rt. 9
Clifton Park, NY 12065
Home phone: (518)383-9068
Work phone: (518)785-9061

New work phone number for Doug, KIDG , ill (617)937­
1481.

Bill, NICQ, hall moved:
Bill Shaheen, NICQ
32 Robin Road
Welt Hartford, CT 06119
Home phone: (203)236-0937
Work phone: (203)243-4851
Ham station phone: (413)467-9075

Gary, WIGG, is very pleased to announce that since
he ill DOW retired, you should delete his work telephone
number!

New phone numbers for Steve , KIST, are (508)870­
8503 at work and (508)435-5178 at home.
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New Crew

Please welcome the following new and returning mem­
ben who joined at the Augu st picnic meet ing:

Boo bn_. NQIC
UICMlla 51.
Sprin(ftftd . MAo 01109-2519
Home phon e: 1&1)1137.1503

Rust, Ha<k. NMI K
21 "'_tano Road
Enfield. ( T 06012
Won ,tMIM: (203152<).7516

Ja_s B. 8urIIe. KI N( D
25 Cronl~s L_
GlntOllbuty. CT 0603 ),2051
Honw fIhone : (20)IU H17.
Won~: (203 1565-7545

Stewart Wb nsk,. NUI P
71 B"'a nce Road Road
Pln sflftd. MAo 0120 1
Home ,hone: 14131499-3696
Won phone: 14131494-6751

Excess Ca r go

Bill, NICQ, hu the following ite ms for sale: lCOM
R71A receiver (like new) $695 , C Ullhuaft 15-4.CD Vagi
antenna $100 each, CUllhcraft 1O-4C D Vagi anteDna
$90 each, Cu.hcr al t Ring o Ranger 2M antenna $25
each, and a complete home eatellit-e receiver system in­
cluding a 10 ft 6berglua chaa nelm aeter dish and horn ,
receiver and dcwnccn verter, elect ric actuator and con­
trol, and d ish mount , for $975. Co ntact Bill at hill
NEW address (1« above under Mover. and Shall·
en).

TITAN amp, list $3250, will sell for $2000 and deliver
within 100 mile•. Reason: Have a HERCULES II amp
which, along with my antenna relay s is remotely band­
Iwitched by my OMNI V. The convenience and instant
warm-up ill worth more to me than the ext ra 3-4 dB ,
hi. Contac t Roger Corey, WIAX, 60 Warwick Dr .,
Westwood , MA 02090 , or see him at Boxb oro.

For sale: Ameri tron A[,.1 200 amplifier, excellent con­
d ition, $1150. Call Jo hn Kaufm an, WIFV, (617)981­
4041 (work) or (508) 897-5929 (home).

Wanted - 30[,. 1 or other email amplifier. Cosmetics are
not important . Will consider a broken amp. Contact
Paul, KIXM , at (508)562-5819.
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DUES are due at the April election meeting, which begins our club "contest year", with a. grace period until the
end of June. Membership in the dub will Iepse at the end of the grace period if due l! are not paid up. In order
to re-join the dub, a lapsed member must attend a meeting, like any new member, and be welcomed back into
membership, or may becom e a eubecriber to the Scuttlebutt by paying up (see below). Club members who move
out of club territory and 110 are not eligible to contribute to club aggregate K o r e ll automatically become subscribers.
New members who join at the last meeting of the club's contest year (February) are credited with du el! for the
following year (that ill , the contest year beginning that April) . You can tell if you owe duel! by checking your Butt
mailing label. Only paid-up members are eligible to contr ibute to the the club score in contests.

FAMILY MEMBERS Members of the same family living at the same addreee may elect to receive only one
copy of the Butt. One member of the family must pay full dues, enabling the rest of the family to join all family
members. Being a family member is currently free .

STUDENT MEMBERS Full-time eeudente are eligible for dues at half the regular rate.

SCUTTLEBUTT SUBSCRIBERS Anyone may eubecribe to the club neweleeter, the Scuttlebutt. A sub­
scr ipt ion currently coste $10 per year. At the pre sent time, overseas eubecripeicne cost the same a.s dcmeeetc (we
have very few oversees eubec-ibers]. The subscription period begins at the beginning of the club year, in April. New
eubecribere who begin their subscriptions after the December issue an considered to have paid for the following
year (that ill, they receive all many ieeuea 811 new members joining at that time do). You can tell if your subscription
is current by checking your Butt mailing label. The grace period for late aubecripfiona is the same all for late
memberships .

SCUTTLEBUTT ARTICLES should be sent to the Scuttlebutt editor, Paul Young, KIXM, 11 Michigan
Drive, Hudson, MA 01749, home phone (508)562-5819. The deadline for each issue ill usually three weeks before
the next meeting,

CLUB JACKETS are available through Ed Kritsky, NT2X, 580 East 17th Street , Apt. 2F , Brooklyn, NY 11226,
home phone (718)284-4493.

CLUB QSL CARDS are ord ered through John Dorr, KIAR, 2 Baldwin Street, Windham,-NH 03087 , home
phone (603)434-5661 .

CLUB QSL CARD BADGES are available from Tom Frenaye, KIKI, PO Box 386, West Suffield, CT 06093 ,
hom e phone (203)668-5444, by sending him a club QSL card. The cost is $1 payable to the club treasurer on receipt
of your badge.

PACKET NET information ill available from Dick Newell, AKIA, 8 Golden Run Rd., Bolton, MA 0174.0, home
phone (508)779-5198, or Dave Robbins, KYIH, Baumann Road, Peru, MA 01235 , home phone (413)655.2714 .

CONTEST SCORES are sent to the club scorekeeper, Jeff Detray, NKIF, P. O. Box 524, Troy, NH 03465, home
phone (603)242-7995.

CLUB ROSTER appears in the summer issue of the Seuttlebutt every year. Updates are published when
members move or change calleigne. If you want a new copy of the club roster, contact the club secretary/treasurer,
Charlotte Richardson, KQIF, 11 Michigan Drive, Hudson, MA 01749 , home phone (508)562-5819 .

CONTRIBUTIONS The YCCC welcomes your contri but ions, be it money to help offset the cost of the Scut­
tlebutt and club operations, scores for the club aggregate score , time spent helping other members, articlell for
the Scuttlebutt, or prellentationll at club meetings.

DXCC LIST The club maintains a one-page version of the ARRL DXCC Countries List. To get a copy, send
an SASE to the club secretary, Charlotte Richardson, KQIF, 11 Michigan Drive, Hudson, MA 01749. Complete
DXCC rules are only available from the ARRL.

ARRL LIAISON For ARRL matten, contact Tom Frenaye, KIKI, PO Box 386, Wellt Suffield, CT 06093 , home
phone (203)668-5444.



The Scuttlebutt u. the newsletter of the Yankee Clipper Conte.t Club and u. mailed IUr: times per year to all
paid up members. Duell are SI5 per year, payable I April with a grace period through 30 June. Non-members may
eubecrrbe to the Scuttlebutt by lending $10 to the 'J)-euurer: Charlotte Hicherdecn , KQIF, 11 Michigan Drive,
Hudson, MA 01749 . Subecribere who eubeequently become members will be credited &II having paid SlO towardl
dues .

The Scuttlebutt may be reprinted in whole or in part, except for separately copyrighted articlell, provided proper
credit ill given .

The Yankee Clipper Conte.t Club (an ARRL Affiliated Club) holds six official meetings per year, on the Sat·
urday or Sunday afternoon of the tint full weekend of every even month, ulI11ally in the Sturbridge, Mauachusettll,
area. The deadline for article eubmiseion to the Scuttlebutt is usually three weeks before the next meeting date.
The next meeting will be at the ARRL New England Division Convention in Boxboro, MA, on Saturday, October
13. Attendance at an official meeting ill required in order to become a member. Club members congregate on 3830
KHz after ecneeete. The packet frequencies are 144.95, 145.69, 144.93, and 144.97 MRs.

Hoetera are mailed to all paid members each summer. For mote information and/or auistance, contact the area
manager nearest you on the following list :

Area Call Name Home Work
CT/RI KIRU Gene Frohman (203) 303-1772 (203) 386-6137
EMas8 NIAU Bill Santelmann (617) 862-1763 (608) 602-6000
WMass KYIH Dave Robbins (413) 666-2714 (413) 404-2023
VT/NH KIGW Glen Whitehouse (603) 673-6200 (603) 627-7877
ME KISA Bernie Cohen (207) 773-6680 (207) 797-3686
NLI NQ2D Jim Metcalf (616) 744-9422 (616) 467-4800
NY/NJ K2EK Bill Gioia (014) 221-1672 (914) 697-3260

YCCC
11 Michigan Drive
Hudson MA 01T40

FIRST CLASS
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