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Captain 's Cabin
Fred Lase, K2TR

will feature an Antenna Forum and Mark, KIRX, with
slides of KP2A.

Secretary's Report
Yankee Clipper Contest C lub

The April, 1989, YeCe meeting was held at the Shera­
ton Stur br idge in Sturbridge, Meeeechueeue, on April
2, 1989 , and att.r acted 61 members and th eir guest s.
The business meetin g was chaired by Fred , K2TR ,
Club President , and Bill , N1CQ , Vice President and
Activities Manager. We took advantage of the "re­
verb" switc h on the microphone sound system in the
Seminar Room to int roduce ourselves . The treasury
balance stood at $1497.76. The club welcomed four
new members:

DAY
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Salurday

June IT. 1080
Allgusl 6 . 1080 {pltnlcl
Od ober I. 10110
December 2. rses

The Sheraton St urbr idge Resort and Conference Cen­
ter is located on Route 20 in Sturbridge, Mas­
sachuset ts, ! mile weee of 1-84 (fint exit off 1·84 when
coming South from th e Mess . Turnpike) . Directions
to the Sheraton are easy: Exit 1·84 on to Route 20
West . You will pa ss through two set e of etop'lighte
while noticing several motels on your right. Make a
right turn just prior to the Burger King sign. This is
the entrance to the Sherato n, and there is plenty of
parkin g in front of the hotel.

The meeting d ates for 1989 are:

DATE

A Well-rounded dub
May CQ shows that YCCC beat FRC in the WPX
club competi t ion . June QST li15ts YCCC us third
place in the January VHF Sweepst akes - medium cat­
egory. We have scored well in Field Day, CQ WW, an d
won the ARR L OX gavel. Individually, y e CC mem­
bers have won the November Sweepstakes, th e ARRL
OX Contest , the CQ WW, VHF QSO parties, WPX ,
160 coneeete, Worked All Europe, and the Bermuda
contest. Fellows members are resources for contest
and pa cket software, computer-designed yagis, mul­
ti op operators, digital voice keyers , and our fam ous
source - the Scuttlebutt. YCCC members serve on
the ARRL Board of Directors, th e ARRL Commit tees,
an d the CQ Contest Committee. We all are conscien­
ti ous family members , dedicate employees, and good
stude nts.

I am proud of the YCCC. I like the way we are growing.
While som e will Bay we mu st win every major club
compet it ion to be successful, I'm glad that we are a
well-rounded club . Let '15 keep growing ~ our tim e will
come.

Next Meeting
Paul Young, KIXM

The next meeting of the Yankee Clipper Contest C lub
will be on Saturd ay, June 17, 1989 , at the Shera ton

_ St urbrid ge, beginning at 1 pm . The technical program
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BIM Shipp. KCIAG
Dan Brnlk . KZ1D
Due DOflnefl,. K2SS
Bmu '.bku . KS9Z

Club elections were held, and the officers were all re­
elected for an other term:

Prnldm l : fn4 Lan . K2TR
VP/ Ac: llvII 1e1 Ml(I": Bill Shahem. NICO
Seq! TrU1: Char10tle Rkhardson . KOIF

Fred , K2TR, talk ed abo ut t he highl ifil:hb of t he pesr
year. For 5SB operators, th e CQ WW 8SB was the
beet ever . For OW fane , the ARRL OX Context CW
WMl al so very good. Other con te sts also had good con­
dicion e. The latest rumor , from club scorekeeper Jeff,
NKIF, , howl' t he YCC C club a ggregat e score for t he
ARRL OX Contelts a t 113M points. T he club pa.c.ket
system haa been widely copied, M we cont inue to ex­
pend a nd add new fea eure e. Ken, KI EA, hMl been
!elling packet loftware to non-club member s, and 11!l­

ing the mon ey to su p port our packet eyetem .

Craig, NIAC H, of Ham Radio Magaslne, is headin g
an industry com mittee to t ry to address problem s in
t he am ateur rad io industry : low ra te of growth and an

aging amateur population . He menti oned the"Archie"
comic book and v arious no-code license proposals. T he
com mittee will nex t meet at Dayton . T he ARRL is
st udy ing no-cod e licensin g, and :J. presen tation will
be made to the execut ive com mittee this weekend in
Kll.nsMl C ity. Craig as ked for ll. show of hands of club
m embers on a no-code license proposal (UHF/VHF
privileges only, 2-year non-renewable te rm, wri tten
test like th e Novice license). A similar survey W M con­
d ucted both by Ham Radio and by C Q .

Dave, KYIH , had copies of a data sheer for :J. $49
digitnl voice recorder circ ui t board which holds 128
seconds of voice. Rich , K5NA, encouraged par ti ci­
pation in t he Midnight Special contest (M ay 29t h).
After th e break, Paul, KIX M, showed elides of t he
PJ2X CQ WW C W 1988 cont est DXpedit ion . Despite
t he nu merous prob lems en cou nte red for the second
year in a row, t his effort probably won second place
M/ S. Vic, KD2HE, completed t he program with a slide
show on the Janu ary , 1989, DXpedition to Mellish an d
Willi, (VK9ZM and VK9ZW) , including so me beau­
tiful boobybird pictures. Following th e OX pedition
presenta ti ons, mem bers adjourned for much-needed re­
freshment at Rom's and other local eateries .

Respectfully submitted ,
Charlotte L. Richard son, KQIF
Secretary/ Treallurer

NP4A The FUN Way
3-e1 Full-Sized on 3.5Mhz at 160 Feet

J eff Briggs , K1ZM
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Atlthor'~ Note : T he article wh ich follows relates what
it w as like to operate t he 1988 CQ WW C W Con­
t~t from NP-tA whil e u!!ing a 3el Iull- eiaed yagi on
3.5MHz at 160 feet high . Oonetrucfion details, de­
!l i ~n specificat ions and pictures have been reserved by
prior agreeme nt to CQ Magazine and will appear in
a subsequent iss ue of th a t journal .

Bac=kground
By now, most active cc nteet ere are aware of t he new
80m yagi that has been under construction lor t he put
two years in t he Carihbean - that being the monster
"dream antenna" of Pedro Pisa, Jr . NP4A . In July of
1988 the antenna WMl completed and in ehcrt order the
in itial results were in - t he new array WM a veritable
FLAMETHROWER! Perh aps Sa t, G2PU, eaid it but
when he Wall overheard to have re marked "Good God
manl What ar e you using down t here? You're the
loudest etat ion I've ever heard on 75 meten'"

La.e t Novem ber I was invit ed to visit NP4A to give the
new beast a go in the C Q WW CW Contest . Since
Pedr o had t ried ou t th e antenna mono 80 during the
SSB test in October wi th good results, 1 knew the
November test woul d be te rrific. Na turally, J accepte d
and ordered my plane tickets in record t ime!

When I reached Pedro 's QTH I was more t ha n im­
pressed . Perh aps wh at appealed to me most W M the
fact t hat here was a beam with a 145 loot reflector
t.hat by ibelf weighed all of 500 pounds and there
wun't an in ch of l ag in th e whole element when viewed
from over a mile away! I mean, the man know. how
to bui ld an ante nna. Atec , the array was perfec tly
aligned , all elements level an d aim ed directly at the
horizon - not a sim ple fea t for something that weigh s
over 2500 pounds! When th e condrudion details are
released later t his year , t hey will make very inter esting
reading for all I am sure,

Even though it was late a t nigh t wh en I arrived at
NP4A (after a very long day at work) I just had
to mak e a few contact s to try t he thing out before
goi n g to bed T hursd ay night . One CQ gene rated a
pretty large European pileup and after exc hanging a
few qui ck 599 + reports, I knew the contes t wu going
to besuper - th e ante nna really "talked""

OOOlZ - The Race is On!
A bi t 01 background inlo needs to be told fint in order
to put things into proper perspec rive. Pedro and I had
discussed our expect at ions for the test and figured I
would probably mak e ar ound 2000contacts durin g th e
monoband 80m effort. Not being a KIEA com pute r­
jock (not yet anyway) , I had prepared paper logs and
multiple dupe sheets for the USA, Europe and the rest
of t he world . I guess I am a glut ton for punishm ent aa
I was fully-unprepared lor what hi t me once t he dOCK
tlt n lck OOO IZ .
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I picked out a spot near t he bend-edge and worked a
few "bube" up until the d art of t he contest . A UD6
ca lled me at 2359Z an d we chaued until OOO l Z so he
became my fi", t QSO in t he test and a nice double
mu lt ip lier to st art things off on t he rip;ht foot! What
happened alter we signed I know I won't soon forget .
As I let out my fird QRZ , it literally sounded as if
the sky had fall en in on m e. There was a pile-up of
European ! t a t ions AT LEAST 500 deep ca lling contin­
uously occupying nearly t he fin t 5 kH I of 80m ew. As.
some of my fri ends know, I have been contes t ing for
nearly 30 yeare now , know t he "cede" so to speak and
have ex pe rienced just a bo ut every t hing t hat amateur
radio eo nteefing h as to offer at one t ime or another - or
so I thought! But , this was so mething else - just not
to be believed . It is hard to put into words th e feeling
o( utter helple8sne88 being com pletely overwhelmed
by a cw pileup of this size. I think I com pletely frose
(or about 30 secon ds trying to figur e out how to deal
with wh at I was: hearing. I finally decided to split my
VFO, on t he T S-94 0 and listen up-frequ ency to t he
top of t he pile which by now was ar ound 3.508 kHI .
I really had no choice &II t he bot tom of t he ban d wail
wh ere I wae transmitt ing and I couldn 't. Ito t here, eve n
thoeeh a few EUs were cal ling me below 3.500 as. well.

The basic plan wu to pick a co uple off at t he top of
t he pile , list en for rail-e nders as b~t I could and t ry
to ntabli. h to me kind cf a rate . Th at may SO UND
UIlY, but it W!lll no t . T he concept wor ked O K for about
each set of 2-3 Q SO, but t hen t urned to disaster . As
soo n as t he EU boys figured where I was li,ltening, a ll
five hundred of t hem shift ed up frequency and t hen,
t here t hey a ll were ag ain, calli ng coneinuouely. Bedlam
dcea not do j ueeice to wh at I was hearing. So , I had
to j ump ar ound back and forth all over t he low-end
just trying to get even two letters of a ca ll 80 I could
inte llige ntly go back to someone. I must admit this
W lUl ernberraee ing and frustratinp; at the same time.
And, I apologiz e to those wh o were calling. I am sur-e
it W !lll fru strating to be ca lling a 599+ sixey dB over
NP4A with seemingly "no ea n " , but that was t he way
it was .

T he process sort of worked and I wound up wit h
a rou nd ( DO QSOe (or t he first hou r. It was ac cept­
able , but t he pileup's eiu really had done a number
on my rat e. A I!maller pi le t hat I co uld have managed
m ore effectively would probably have yielded a rate of
over 150 QSO!-. My only hope Wall to work t he boys
a 8 fa llt a8 I possibly could and pray that I co uld di ­
minish t he ir numbers qu ickly enough to ra ise my rat e
to a more acce ptable level. Again , I mu st say t his was
the fin t time I have ever been humiliat ed by the sise
of a pileup - bu t it act ua lly happened .

The process indeed worked and th e second hour was.
bet ter, somewhere around 102 Qs. T he t hird was bet­
t er st ill and event ua lly rose to ab out 120 per hour for
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t he next 5 hou rs . Wh en I hit 0800Z I figur ed that I
had averag ed ro ughly 115 per hour for t he firet eight
hou n of th e ecneeer . I was de light ed but t horo ughly
exhausted. Visionll ran t hro ugh my head o( C huck,
KORF, operat ing 40CW at KP2A t he year before and
cru ising along at around 150 per hou r , u fu t u he
could RO, for t he first seven hours. I never t hought it
was possible to do the eeme on 3.5MHr: but in deed it
was!

What is also worth not in g is that I was keeping up
t hree manual dupe shu tll with a mech anical pe ncil
while all t his was going on! Wh en t he last Gis and
GMs finall y fa ded ou t at Euro pean sunrise ar ound
0830Z I stood up for te n seconds , shook both arme
up and down for a bit to get things flowing again and
was thoroughly re lieved NOT to have to deal with Eu·
rop e for at least another 15 hou rs: (Hi Hi) . It had been
quite a run and nearly 1100 Qs were in the log , but it
was sobering indeed!

W hen Europe dies out on 8lkw, it is time to ru n t he
stat~ for awhile and t hen st art lookin g out 1.0 t he P a­
cific and to J A. I worked a lot of W j KI! in t he nex t
hour, most of whom I co uld not hear at all when th e
beam was pointed a t Europe. With Pedro's new an­
tenna the Ilt ates ill 25 dB dow n when compared to a
eloper headed at W I. And, u luck would have it, t he
EU lI igll were all head and . houlders ab ove t he USA
lIiRnals. T his is important since all thoee EU Qs yield
3 poinh and the W j lU , which neually cover up many
of t he lesser-equ ipped EU boys, are worth only two
point s per QSO. T his may not IIUm all that impor­
t ant but in fact it is th e key to t he co ntest from a two
point North American location . In orde r to set a new
world record on 3.5M H. , which W &8 our real object ive,
we needed to work every EU stat ion that moved - and
before thi, contest W &8 over 1 t hink we did . Even 10
watt wonder UJ8 st at io ns were 559 or better at NP4A
on t he new antenna .

Part of t he etrat,eRY on 80 of course i ll t o work run s
whenever you can and t he JA sunset t im efr am e wu
t he next opportunity to make so me t hree-point hay.
From Pu ert o Rico th is is a tough shot and requires
good conditions in addition to a fine ante nna. Unfor­
t unately, this w as not t he case on Frid ay night of t he
t~t. W hen conditions are poor t he J As com e out of
th e sout hwest around 200 degrees on a aide-s kew pa t h.
When this happens t he J A -hubs- are puny weak ­
aro und 339 - and if a bun ch l!'tart ca lling together,
you have had it. It ~ impossible to get even a partial
call with t he echo and polar flutter accom pany rng t he
signals along with t he QR M.

Wh en condit ion' are good, t he path shifts North after
JA t wilig ht and then signa le are m ore solid 559- 579 (or
the bet t er equi pped eeet ione. This "movi ng North" of
the path never occ urred the first night and I W all left
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with an enormous pile of J As that I literally could
barely hear. There was quite a bit of Caribbean datic
to boot and alter workin g about 12 J As in a half hour
period I decided it was bd ter to pick up some more
USA Qe and hop e for better cond if ions the second
night . I man aged a few choice Paci6c goodies as well
including KX6, KG6 and a very loud YBOARA at KP4
sunrise . After euariee it is st ill poeeib le to work t he
USA for about another two hours and I milked it for
all it Watl worth 6n aJly crashing about 1230Z for rome
much-needed sleep . By this ti me my rig ht arm was
really sore from wri t ing as fast as I possibly could all
night lon g. Never again th i~ way - KI EA, you will
be having a new customer all soo n all I can buy a PC!

The S econd Night .. .
O ne of the observat ions made at sunset Saturday an­
swered a qu eetion once and for a ll that many of us
in VC CC have asked o urselves over the years . T hat
quest ion W Wl whether or not it is possible to be hea rd
in Europe on 3.5MHz during broad daylight at t he
western end of the path. I have often wondered if an ­
te nna gai n could compensate for local European Q RM
at their end of t he path . What happen!' is t hat we
ca n hear the Europeans well before su nset , soruet jmee
599+ , for nearly two hcura b efore it is possible to get
them to r esp ond . Obviously, in this situ at ion we an
beam ing into darkneee through the absorption of the
· 0- layer and my hope Wa.!l t ha t t he ext ra gain of the
Sel yagi wou ld raise my signal level enough to I!:et the
EUs' attention soo ner . Well, now I know the answ er;
even with an extra adB of gai n it is not possib le. I
had to wait unt il about 45 minutes before local suns et
before the EU boys st arted hea ring me coneist enrly.
O h well!

Tun ing around t he band at 2100Z yie lded a very loud
EAa XS and VK6HD long path for a nice double mul­
t ip lier [eone 29). A few Eu rope ans st art ed hearing me
eoruewhere around 2200Z . Some where about this t ime
I became aware of a hu ge European pileup call call­
inll: something I could not hear. I kept coming back
to the pileup but could never fill: ure out what was RO­

ing on exac rly. I was to be vpry pleasantly surp rised
t he followin g afternoon! About 2230Z I got anot her
European run going an d again t his Wall non -stop bed­
lam until oaooz . I really did no~ think it W a..!! possible
to work ' 0 many EU boys on 3.5MHJ. Th ere were a
few Russian st at ion, that I could n't quit e pull out of
the Caribbean QRN, but not many! Loo king back at
my dup e eheet I noted. later that I worked about 250
Ukraine sta t ions, over twenty UAge, numerous UH8,
Ul8 and UJa stations in thi, period. Abou t 100 Gs
and OLs were in t he log all well . Needless to say, the
anten na was · cooking- ; t he ra te was st ill around 90 for
moee of this period and the pileups had become m an­
ageable. I found I was able to keep up much better
than the night before .
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Around 0745Z I worked my 61'8t J A stat ion and this
kicked off what was to become a run of nearly 120
JA s rig ht up un til sunrisej t he lallt JA was worked at
IIIIZ. This time the JA s did peak out of the NW Iol­
lowing their su nset and I Wall able to take the pileup
by J A call areas . I , t arted with JAI , JA2, etc . and
found the JA boy s were ext remely disciplined through.
out the entire three hour and one-half run . Taking the
pile by di.!'trid !!l limited the pile to about three sta­
tions at a time, and even though it seemed painfully
slow at t he vime , I la ter ligured out th a t I wu run­
ning J AlI at about 55 per hour with t heir , igna l levels
averagi ng 449! This was both fun and chal lenging at
t he same t ime with the Q R N and polar flut ter mak ing
copy really tough at t imes.

Sunday Evening
Sunday evening proved to be the high point of thi,
contest. Again about 2200Z (local sun set) I came
across the hug e pileup of Europeans calling eornet h m g
I couldn' t hear. There waen 't much else to do 80 I
rea lly tried to 6nd out what t hey were ca lling th is
ti me. Afte r about ten m inu t es I began hearing the
OX stat ion, weak but clearly copiable. It wee 3W8CW
about 339-349!! I started calling with the Europeans
and after about five minutes I wu convinced I wou ld
never make it . I remember thinking, • Jees , even with
a · cannon- for an antenna thPM' EU boys must be 3
s- un its louder than I am in Vietnam - thi!' ill hope­
less!" Ju , t then I heard another lI t at ion 8tart calli ng
m e. It was not the 3W8; it was much lou der, so lou d
that I was sure it W all an EU Itation_ I lis tened and
heard · NP4A, NP 4A de HSOA, HSOA K- _ I could n't
believe it as this guy was 579. I later learned. it wu
Fred Laun, K3Z0 , operating . So I quickly exchanged
reports wit h Fred , delighted for the Zone 26. Just then
the 3W8 , having heard t he QSO, st arted calling ME.
I quic kly exchanged rep orts for anot her multiplier and
a eeccnd , back to back Zone 26 on 3.5MH.. At this
point I was hap pier t ha n a proverbial bu g in you kn ow
what - and tun ing up about a half a KHz I found Dick
Norton calling CQ from SUI ER. I needed zone 34 so
I worked Dick and indeed t houg ht I was in heaven . A
minu te later I found an ISO whi ch I also needed which
became my sixth multiplier in about 6ve minu tes ti me .
An excerpt of my log at t his poin t looks like t his :

220 7Z HSOA Zone 26
2209 Z 3W8CW Zone 26
22 11Z SUIER Zone 34
2212Z ISO ...

After all this excitement had died down , I baaically
ran Europe unt il 2400Z. My last hour of the tes t wu
an 88 hour into Europe , not bad for the 48th hour on
3.5MHz.



vccc Scuttlebutt

The Aftermath
Whe n I got back to New York I had a friend at work
write me a limplilltic dupin g program for my PC XT at
the office. One ni~ht in ea rly December I spent about
five houn keying all t he calli into the computer and
found that I had 77 d upes out of 2333 QSOs made
in the telt . T he fina l lin e score came ou t at 2256
Qe, 31 so nee, 103 count ries . I found that due to t he
.un.pot maxima I had mined lone. OJ, 13, 30, and
38. I gueee there was no activity from these places
thi. t im e around . Too bad , it would have been nice
to have made 35 sonee on 8Ocw. But , all t hing s con­
eidered , I knew 1 had little to complain ahout. It had
bee n the thri ll of a lifetime - and something I'll prob­
ably remem ber the rest of my contes t "life". Most
co nt eete in ti me seem to blend toget her after awhile ­
like a blurr ed cont inuum in your mind - hut this one
W M; SPECIAL. Fin al score was over 800,000 points
(claimed score] for a new world record which made
Pedro happy, not to mention your. truly!

I eup p oee t hat in about three yean time it will be
poeaibl e to generate a higher score. Certainly, one
could be mad e from a comparable ll t a t ion in t h ree
point count ry, ie: 9Y4, P J, P40, or perhaps at CT3
or E A9/EA8. What was especially noteworthy though
about this particular effort from NP4A was that over
J500 Europ ean st at iona and JA I were worked in all.
Th ie means t hat only about 625 Wl YE Qs were
made. T he overa ll point factor from 2 point territory
wu about 2.71 whi ch exceeded my wildest expect a­
rione! We figured it would be tough to make a better
score from North Am erica, even at the bottom of the
eueepcr cycle!

Needless to l ay 1 was am ased a t the performance of
Pedro's new ant enna. If you were at the Antenn a Fo­
rum at Dayton this year you know what an impres­
etve ante nn a this thing truly is. And , do n' t miss th e
C Q article and pictures when they come out later th is
year . Finally, would I give t his anot her go given the
oppor tunity? You betcha! !1

Statistical highlights

Non·E_,e~" ox 11
JAs 123

QSO Brnk60wn W!VE s 628
Europe~s 14]4
Tot~ 2256
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H_ h i D~, 2nd Oa,
00 \ 00 ..
01 102 ..
02 I" ..
03 120 II

" 100 ..
OS I2l 15
00 126 "01 \00 .... " II

" " 55
• 10 .. ..

11 " "12 • •
13 - 2
14-19 - -
20 ] -
21 30 •
22 103 "23 " ..
To l~ 1 5 1324 100.
Grillld l ol ~1 2256

DG's Dayton Diary
Doug Grant, KIDG

T hursday, Apri l 27 - Split from work la ter than
pla nned - met ' AR at my houee, and packed my
I tUft, trying to remember thing, like my QST need,
Ii!tt, 2AT , charger, and ot her necessir iee for Dayton.
Jum ped into the van, and Mrs . DG made near-record
t ime to Logan . Halfway there I remembered that 1 Icr­
J[ot my call-letter badge. Altain . Got to the Pied mont
gat e, and fou nd several YCCCers loitering about, in­
eluding Mr. and Mrs . XM (or is it Mr. and Mre.
F?) , MM and MEM, VR, EA, and a couple of ham­
looking gnYI I l ee on t his tame Sight every year but
don't know. Maybe I'll u k them who they are next
year .

Flight was un eventf ul but late. I was surpris ed. to no­
ti ce empty seats on the Sight . This is a first . Ar·
rived in Dayton, and W aB met by a couple of non-ham
frien ds. (J im and Lenny) who are instrumentation fa­
ncti ce, and came solely for the Rea marke t on my rec­
ommendation. T hey commented on the unusually high
concent rat ion of nerdy ty pes getting oft planes in Day­
ton, par ticularly the onee coming off the plane talking
into t heir HTs to t heir friends who were st ill on the
plane. Hams are a Ilt range bu nch. Got to the Hilton ,
and after etraigheening out a reserva t.ion mixup (taste­
fully planned. and executed by Jim) , we got checked in .
it seems there were two John Dom regieeered , and ­
well , it 'l a long ItOry...

fof 34 hOllrs o'ef~led

For 29 sl«ni lk~"1 hIS

(If'u S hOllrs wllh If'_
t1..~" 10 OSO s pet hour )

66"
nO(,

5

Hung around th e Hilton bar unt il 11:30PM, and de­
cided that the boy e were probably at Stouften' bar,
and that we should be there, too. We were ri ght .
Encounte red MM/M EM, K2TW, W3UM, KN8Z, new
grandpa N2AA, KR2Q, K3EST, T F3CW , LU2AH,
and othen. Hun g ill t here unt il 1 AM.

Friday, April 28 - Slept in late. Looked. out the window
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when I got up , and it was pouring ram . Go t down­
dairs and fou nd the boy s, including AR , EA , WI GG ,
XM/F, KAIFBY, VR, and John , WOUN. St ill trying
to wake up , I remember every body muttering about
rain, not enough can for UI all , and no buses yet . We
dec ided to hang out in th e coffee ehc p at the Hilt on.
WOUN il an in t er eaain g guy to t alk to. He ow ns a
Imall company building vanoul HF/ VHF rad ar l!y,,""
terns, and has been planning to build a truly gigant ic
contes t st at ion in Co lorado for a lon ll: t ime. He seems
to be getting close. He 'e gotten perm ission for 12 200'
towers on hi!! 160-acr"e spread . He a lso got married
one week before Da yton , and he and hi s wife were on
separate honeymoons.

Eventually got over to the newly-enlarged-but -oops­
we-forgot- to-enlarge-the-parking-Iot Hara Arena, and
discovered the adv ant age of riding over with an ex­
hibi tor . He got a parking spo t near the door away
from the ·OOp!! we forg ot to enlarge the parking lot
bu t it'8 O K - they can park over th ere on the dirt as
long as it doesn 't r a in " mud field .

Made it to t he Antenna Forum for perh aps the first
time ever. Missed the fiJ"lt t alk, whil e t rying to find
a call-let t er badge maker who had a real - 1" for my
KIDG an d a · 0" for my 7JOAAA badge. I refused
to be KID G or 7JOAAA. Anyway, the tall I missed
W lUl IOmething about Yagis, Coax, and VSWR. Second
ta lk W l1ll J im , WA3FET/ 6 [eoon to be / 3), explain ing
computer propagati on m od els and their use in crearin g
excuses for why t he W h alway. win OX ec e eeeee. O K,
so we 42 have a 15 dB advan tage over every body else
into Europe on 80 meters . And I always thought it
had ecmething to do with opera t ing skill, antenn as ,
etc. Ken , KIEA , described his 80 M vertica l array,
includ ing play ing a tape of a Europ ean ru n and a QSO
with a Zone-18 UA9 d uring th e CQ WWCW. Suitably
impressed everybody. And I figured out one thing I did
wrong on my verticela...

Took a break and unfortunately missed W3LPL's talk
on antenn as for the coming sunspot peak. Got back in
time for NP4A', ta lk on his 80-meter 3-element fu ll­
Jil e rotary. This ante nn a is difficult to describe, bu t
let me try. The boom i. mad e of AS-I05 tower - 80
feet or so if memory serves. Since t here are go many
hurricanes in KP4, Pedro had the antenna designed
10 the boom and driven element actually fold in the
middle and the antenna act ually folds down alongside
the tower for safety duri ng storm s. T he director and
reflector rot ate 150 they are parallel to the boom for
ease in folding it down . Suitable non-corrosive pul­
leye were unavai lable, so a local mechanic (who did
m08~ of the mechanica l deeia»} melted down a bunch
of old VW piston s and cas t his own aluminum pulleys.
A discarded Boer-polishing machine was str ipped for
the gearJ to build the drive train for the rotor and
folding apparatus , and a Volvo engine block served as
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a jig for machinin g various tubing parts . The free­
standing tower was re inforced and guyed in order to
have a chance with this rno e ster up at 190 feet on a
mount aintop. Woof. It 's up, it works, and eheek out
th e mono-80 CQW W CW ecere turned in by KI ZM
op era tin g there . And ;uk Jeff ecmerime abo ut running
UA9s. Or how HSOA called him while he wu calling
3W8C W, who then raileeded. Woof.

A bunch of UJ (DG, AR , N6AA, N6ZZ, VR, WOUN.
EA, F BY, and J A7RHJ ) went out to di nn er at Cher­
lie 's Crab, a Dayton tradition. We were joined by
KC IF, who had rented a car and drove to Dayton ­
a lone. Woof. N6AA described his compet it ion with
NuT J to see who will opera te the CQ WW from all 40
eo nes firer , Th ey're bot h around 12 or 15 now, but I
don't remember the exact counts . Dick also regaled UJ
with tales of hie trip to opera te 9Q5 NW in the WW
I~t year.

At tend ed the CQW W Oo nteet Commit tee meeting,
and made it to th e KCDXC/ Southeast OXen Suite
around II. Met count lelll fam ous he m s. SM5 GM G
Wall th ere on his honeym oon (he d.isi bring hill wife!).
and J52US/ K8MN brought bis wife. Dave '. looking
good. but he didn 't do t he light-bulb trick this year .
J ust made it into the lu t run of the night of the
KC DXC pileup tape test l , both C W and Mixed th is
Yfoar. Not iced N6AA taking a mini- meditation break
in between. I j ust took a deep breath. Looked aro und
at t he other papers after each run, and I see m ed to
have at least as ma ny lin" filled in all anyone . When
th e results were post ed , I had the highest scores from
our group, good enough for the top mix ed score and
third on CW for the night . I th en proceed ed to ran
N2AA, who is my rival in t he CW one. Bumped into
W8AH, who I had recent ly worked fro m Japan. I op­
erat ed ~ 7JOAAA/ 3 from two locations on two bands,
and AI foun d me on both with in 5 minutes of firi ng up .
I don 't know how he doe e it. Made it out of Stouffen
about 2 AM.

Saturday, April 29 - Saw Jim and Lenny in the Hilton
in th e morn ing. They were st ill reeling fro m the fint
d ay of Ilea marketing. T hey had load ed up on Tek­
t ronix ttt uff, and were making arrangement!' (or a loca l
cont act to ship it all back home to W6 for them. They
were also counti ng their money to determine how much
m ore they could buy.

Got to Har a in t im!' for the second half of t he Oonteet
Forum. Saw the Ia.!' t part of t he K3T UP vid eo. I re­
marked to K3LR (one of tbe key players at 'TUP I
\ hat it was very well done, wit h an obviously pro­
Ieeeicnal announcer, clea n editing, effeoct8 , t itles, and
background music. Tim informed me that 'TUP
OWn8 a TV stat ion , and thne had the necessary re­
sources at his disposal to produce the video. ' AR
and N8BJQ handed out a Jillion CQW W and WPX



yece Scuttlebutt

ewarde. W2GD presented t he findin gs of his survey
on what makes ua ccntee tere t ick. Intu ftlt ing demo­
grephlca we exhibit - I' m eure he' ll publish hill find ings
in the N CJ 1500n. A disproportiona te number of can­
te l ters are in t he SlOOK+ income br acket , the average
contester owns 2 t ransceivers , 2 towers , and 8 antenn as
for HF. Man y are engineers, with most holding man­
agerial titles. if Kenwood get s hold of thill data, we're
all in trouble - new HF contest ri gs will be targeted at
those high-incom e guys and will be even more ridi cu­
lously expensive than they are now. SM5GMG talked
about contesting from CT3, KI EA talked about CO li ­

t el!'ting from hill ll t a t ioll in MalIllachullettll, and K5ZD
closed the Forum with a 5-minute "eyeball QSO con­
tet'lt " in Room 1.

Th e rain st opped , and I made it out to th e flea mar­
kd . Found eeverel 1920-21 QSTll for my collect ion.
Bought a touch-tone te lephone for $3. AUo found a
boo k called "Ham Register 1958- pu blished by W3
eornet hing or ot her. Apparently thi!.RUysent out qu ell­
tj onnairee to fam oull hams of the day, and published
a sort of "Who', Wh o" of Hamdom . Some familiar
calls in there - WIBIH, HZ1HZ, G3FXB (who was nt.
Dayton , and remembered the book well) , and lots of
RUy8 et .ill hanging in th ere . My favor ite comment in
the book Wall in WaGRF'15 bio: "hobb ies other than
ham radio - non e" .

Considered going to the DX Forum (featuring DXAC,
Don Search, aD2XX, J52 US, CY9DXX, Yasrne,
4J I FS, an d t he W6AM Museu m), or Wayne Green',
low-key t alk titled (and I'm not kidd ing) .. Will Am a._
teur Rad io Trigger wwa - or Is It Already Too Late
to Stop rhe Dest ruct ion of the World?" . i guess any­
thing goes when you're trying to sell m a guainea, Any­
way, unable to decide between th ese, 1 chose inst ead
to cont inue my quest in th e flea market for Ma.rch
1916 QST. Bumped int o W2GD , who told me to plan
to at tend the FRC/ PVRC/YCCC / Etc dinn er a t th e
Myung Sun reerauran e, 6:30 PM , map ito in th e Yellow
Pa ges, spread t he word . Reeeevaucn is for 50.

Rode to t he rest aurant with F and FBY in the rented
Tsbi rd . T he room waen 't big enough, la tecomer!
ended up in anot her part of th e resraurenr. A splen,
did ti me Wall had by all. During t he introd ccricn s,
with nam es and calls, I recognised Jac k Russell , K2RS,
formerly WA2APG, whom I hadn' t seen since college
days (around 1975) . It Wall good to see the old boy
again. He's juet get t ing back int o contest ing. It '~ a
' m all world.

Aft er dinner, back to the euitee. This time , I got
around to th e ot her suites. K5ZD and I tr ied to con­
vince SM5G MG that he should try computer logging
with the CT progr am in the Mad River suite. A~ a for­
mer long-time hold out and now devout convert myself
I wall arnaeed that Lars had n't seen the light yet .
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Midnight - the final scores from the KCDXC tapee
are an noun ced. N2AA hall respond ed to my challenge
and tie s for second place, one ahead of me. Not bad
for an old guy. He gets the 6!lhing depth gaug e and
t hermometer , I get the VHF weather radio. But I
smoke everybody in t he mixed event . The blu e ribbon
I ~ enormo us,

The suites begin to d ear out around 2. Meet yean,
the conversion to Daylight Saving, Time O CCUI1l now,
and we take th e time to call someone who hall a poor
excuse for not a t tending Dayton and remind them to
set their d ocks ahead . However , DST st ar ted early
t his year and w~'r!." !I t uck for a , uit able juvenil e activ­
ity. ' AR and KI ZX get. t he mun chies and send out for
plsaa. It arrives, and we chow down. I ,eule down
next to my oid frien d Pedro, NP 4A, and try to act
un impressed by hie SO- mete r beam . I u k what he',
going to do next . he respond, that he's consideri ng a
future convers ion of t he beam to a 2-element full- ,in
160, bu t t he next antenna will be the JA-special for
10 meters . This will be an array of 6 aide-by-aide 3­
element yal?;is, on a 130-foot boom . The beam, will
be fen with blnuri ly-weighted currents , resulting in a­
very narrow pattern . At thie point , I can contain my­
eelf no longer . I being laughing hyst eri cally, and when
1 finally calm down, I inform Pedro that in my humble
opinion he is cert ifiably insane. He grin ' and t ha nk.
me for the compliment (which, 1 discover , ill how 1
meant it) . He's used to this eore of thing by now.

I leave the l'lIite at 3:30 AM. Ran dy, K5ZD, and
observe t hat t hil! I'f'II!m!.l ear ly for a Dayton . 1 gueflll it
has !Iomething to do with the increas ing median age of
amat eurs. Th e only young guy, hanging around are
Jeff, WC4 E, and Phil/Felip e, NP4Z. Too bad there
aren't more guy to like these around to insure the future
of contesting.

Sunday, April 30 - Checked out of the Hilton , loaded
'EA's car up and proceeded to Har a. Bumped into
KIRT, who ad vised that he epc rted a booth ind oors
with a bunch of rare old QST,I. 1 have run out of
money, but when 1 find the boot h, he' ll got 3 Iesuee 1
need. Tracked down'AR. bi t him up for eno ueh mon ey
to buy 'em. Cheded out the new rad ios - the 10 765,
and the prototype Yaesu rig . The 765 looks nice, bu t
$2700 will buy a new 9"0 with enough left over (or a
PC/ AT to coereee wit h. Th e Yeeeu rig will cost "under
$4K" . GlIte- 8 t hey've seen 'G D'u urvey f'ftlults already.
Nice new rotor on dis play Crom Or ion, but illl t arge t
price is around a grand . Glad I bought my Tailtwillterll
in the old dAy'" Renewed all my subecrip t. ione, and left
for the air port . Handed KAIFBY my t icket etube in
th e event I won anything good, since he had a later
flight and w.u , taying for the pris e drawin gs. 1 didn't
win any~h ing , bnt he d id - a new IC745 or somet hing
like that .
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Flight departed on t ime, loa ded with hams, including
those sam e guy s I saw on the flight to Dayt on that I
don 't know . One of them ill tot ing a Bird dummy load .
I point to it and exclaim "What a dummy!" . T hese
guys don 't t hink it 's funny. Some day I'll ask them
who t hey ar e. Maybe next year .

C lim b in g Belts Cheap
Fred Hopengarten, K1VR*

Virtually every month, t he following ad appears in
QST, as reproduced below (grammar err ors and a ll):

LIN ESMANS Belue $35. Extra safety straps $12.
C limber st raps. (20"x1"x3/16" ) $5/pair. $3 p ost age
each it em . John Orr, N2RU, 715 River Road, Fair
Haven , NJ 07704, 201-747-7334.

My com pany needed a few climbing belts for tower
work (until May 1989, I was in th e cab le T V industry) ,
so I ca lled Mr . Orr and made inquiries. Afte r list ening
to him, I thought it was wor th t he gamb le to send hi m
Borne money. We ord ered three (3) belt s with safety
str-aps (the ad was not "cute " about t his , as the leather
sa fety st raps came with the belt for t he sa me $35.00).
We 301 80 ordered an ext ra safety strap, which is made
of Klein Cord, t he proprietary Klein Tool product.

I have an old , standard issue Bell system linesm an 's
belt , and I've seen a few ot hers too, as a basis of com­
parieon . The belting is thinner in width and height
than t he Bell syste m belt . On the ot her hand , it
ill adequate for relatively short period s of time on a
tower , and appears safe. The leather st rap is only a
shade t hinner t han my Bell system belt . T he Dvrings
are very sturdy, and every bi t the equivalent of t he
Bell eyetem belt . Every one who has used the belts
has reported tha t t hey worked well. These belt s do
not have errape which KO und er your fa nny, for better
back support. If you make your living climbing towers,
these belte are inadequate. However , if you 've always
thought that it would be a good idea to have a second
belt around , these are terrifi c.

T he Klein Cord replacement (ext ra) safety st rap is
positively a stea l, a gre at price. As best I can tell ,
t he only differ ence between these and the ones for sale
a t our cable TV supply house is th at th e cab le T V
version is colored yellow, and Orr's vers-ion is a dull
m ud color . Given th e age of my Bell s-ystem bel t , I
s-hall probabl y swap t he extra belt from Orr for t he
old leather st rap whi ch came with my pr imary belt .

Orr's story is that he is a school t eacher , but his father
was a lineman wh o boug ht a lot of new , but surplus
belts which have been sto red in coemoline for a num­
ber of years. Orr rem oves almos t all of the coemoline
before shipping. There was only enough to make his
claim credible; not enoug h to bother removing. When
the lot if! finally cleaned out of Orr's sto rage area, it
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will be gone . He had Ieee t han 100 belts wh en I last
spo ke with him , and t hat was more than six months
ago. None theless, I d id notice th e adver t isement in th e
March 1989 issue of QST, eo he prob ably has a few
left . UP S shippin g is inconvenient for Orr. He uses
the US Pos-tal Serv ice.

'" Mr. Hopengarten swears that he will soon mount his
40 meter beam on a T IC General "RingRot or" . If a
reader would like to help, the reader can test t he Orr
belt for himself.

Movers and Shakers

Please up date your club roster to include the following
changes:

New work phone numbers :
for Rich , K2WR: (202)456-3675
for Ed , NT 2X: (212)578-56 79
for Doug, K1D G : (508) 658-9400 x 481
for Ken , K1EA : (508)4.35-2000 x 415 .

New (old) home ph one number for Jay, NUOX, ie
(203) 666-3940.

New C r ew

Please welcome th e following new and returning mem­
bers who joined at t he April meeting:

Bill Shipp. KCIAG
19 Orowne Par~way

Rumford . Rl 021116
Home phone: 1401)438-4548
Work phone: 14011863-3438

Dan J, Brevik. KZIO
250 Miliham SIred
Marlboro. MA 0175 2
Home phone : 15081460-110511
Work phone : 1508181\1.-2960 ~ 3645

Dave Donnelly, K2SS
40 Broo~wood Road
Bethany. CT 06525
Home phone: (203 )311 3-1287
Work phone: (203)785-41l1l9

Bruce M.,kas . K59Z
58 Stonega fe Road
Cape Elizabeth . ME 04107
Home phone: 1207)767.8150
Work phone : 1207)283-3611

Excess C a rgo

FOR SALE: 100-foot Rohn 25 and 70-foot Rohn 25
towers , 25AG-4 top section, T B-4 thrust bearing,
Ham-IV and Ham-II rot or , 4-element 20m, s-element
15m , 5-element 10m , guy wire s, torque bare , equalizer
plates, til t bases, masts, and more. You t ake down;
mak e an offer. Co ntact Larry, KI UO , at (207)234­
7175. Larry plans to put up a ro t ati ng to wer instead .



THE C LUB R E S OURC E S PAGE
THE Place to F ind Clu b Information

D U E S a re due at the Apri l electio n meet ing, which hegins our club ·conl ed yeu- . with a grace period until the
end of June. Membership in t he club will lepee at th e end of th e grace period if du es are not pa id up. In order
to re- join the club. a lapsed membe r muet attend a meet mg, like any new member, and be welcomed hac k into
membership. or may become a subscri ber to the Scuttlebutt by pa ying up [see below). Club members who move
o ut of club territory and eo are not eligible to contri bute to clu b agltTegate scores aut omatica lly becom e subecribe re .
New members wh o join at t he las t meeting of t he club's co ntest year (February) are cr ed ited with duet! for \-he
following year (that i ll, the co nt es t year beginnin g that April) . You ca n tell if yo u owe dues by checking your Butt
mailinR label. Only paid-up members are eligible to cont ri bute to the the club score in ce nteses.

FAMILY MEMBERS Members of the same family livin g at th e same address may elect to receive only one
copy of the B u t t . One member of the fami ly must pay full du es, enabling th e rest of th e family to join u family
members . Being a family member is currently free.

S T U D E N T MEMBERS Full-time students are eligible for due s at ha lf the regu lar rate.

SCUT T LE BUT T SUBS CRIBERS Anyone may subscr ibe to the club newslet ter , the Scuttlebutt . A sub­
scription currentl y costs $10 per year. At the present tim e, overseas subscriptions cost th e same u domest ic (we
have very few overeeee eubecri bere] . Th e eubecript. ion per iod be gjna at the beginning of the club year, in April. New
eubecri bere who begin th eir subecripvions after t he December issue are conside red to have paid for the following
year (t ha t is, they receive as many ieeuee al!I new members joining at that time do) . You can tell if your subsc ription
i.e curre nt by checking your But t mai ling label. Th e grace period for late eubec r-i pt jc na i, t he eame u for le te
memberahipe.

SCUTTL E BUT T ARTICLE S should be sent to th e Scuttlebutt editor , Paul You ng , KIXM, 11 Michigan
Drive, Hudson , MA 01749, hom e phone {S08}562-5819. The deadline for each ieeue i, three weeks before the next
meeting.

C LU B JACKETS are available through Ed Krit llky, NT2 X, 580 E;u.t 17t h Street, Apt . 2F, Brooklyn, NY 11226,
home phone (718 )284-4493.

C L U B Q SL C A RDS are ordered through John Dorr, KIAR, 2 Bald win Street, W indham , NH 03087, hom e
phone (603)434-5661.

C LU B Q SL C A R D BADGES are available from Tom Frenaye, KIKI, 23 Pi nehu rst Road, Box 62, Unionville,
CT 06085 , home phon e (203)673-5429, by sending him a clu b QSL card. T he coee ie $I payable to the clu b treuurer
on receipt of your badge.

PACKET NET informat ion ill available from Dick Newell , AKIA , 8 Golden Ru n Rd ., Bolt on , MA 01740, home
phone (508)779-5198, or Dave Robbins, KY IH, Baumann Road , Peru , MA 01235, home phone (413)655-2714.

CO N T EST SCO R ES are sent to the club scorekeeper, Jeff Detray, NKIF, P. O. Box 524, Troy , NH 03465 , home
phon e (603)242·7995.

C LU B R OSTER appears in t he summer issue of t he Stuttl~butt every year. Upda tes are published when
members move or change cal lsigns. If you want a new copy of the club rost er , cont act the club se<relary/treasurer,
Charlot te Richardson , KQI F , 11 Michigan Drive , Hudson , MA 01749, home phone (508)562 -58 19.

C O N T RIBU T I O N S T he y e CC welcomes your ecrurtbuucne, be it money to help olf!-et the CO!I t of the Seut­
t1ebutt and club opera tio ns, scores for the club aggregate score, time spent helping other members, er ficl es for
the Scuttlebutt, or preeeetet ions at d ub meet ings.

DXC C LIST The club maintain ' a one-page version of the ARRL DXCC Co untries Liar. To get a copy, send
an SASE to t he dub secret ary, C har lotte Ricbardeon, KQI F, 11 Michigan Drive, Hedeen, MA 017 4.9. Complete
DXC C ru les are only available from the ARRL.

ARRL LIAISON For ARR L matters , contact Tom Frenaye, KIKI, 23 Pinehurst Road , Box 62, Unionville , CT
06085, hom e phone (203)673-5429.



T he Scuttleb utt i8 the newsletter of t he Yankee C lip p er Contest C lub and is m ailed six t imes per year t o a ll
paid up members . Dues are $15 per yeu , payable 1 April with a grace period through 30 J une. Non-members may
subscribe t o the S cuttlebutt by lend ing $10 to the Tre asurer: Ch arlotte Richardson, KQ I F , 11 Michigan Drive,
Hud son, MA 0 1749 . Subsc ri bers wh o subeequently become mem bers will be credit ed as havin g paid d ues .

T he Scuttlebutt may be re printed in whole or in par t , exce pt for separately copyrig hted articln , provided pro per
cred it is given .

The Yankee C lip per C on tes t C lu b (an ARRL Affiliated Clu b) holds eix official meetings per year, on the Sat­
urday or Sunday afternoon of t he first fu ll weekend of every even mont h, usually in t he Stu r bridge, Massach usetts,
are a . The de adline for ar t icle submission to the Scuttlebutt is t hree weeks before t he next meeting date . The
nex t meeting will be on Saturday, J une 17, 1989 . Att endan ce a t an official meet ing il.l requi red in order to becom e
a member . Club mem bers cong reg ate on 3830 KH z aft er contests. T he packet freq uency is 144.95 MH z.

R os t ers are m ail ed t o all paid m em bers each summer . For more inform at ion a nd /or lI.lI8iat a nce, cont ac t t he area
m an ager nearest you on t he fo llowinll list :

Area C a ll Name Home Work
C T / R I KIRU Gene Frohman ( 30 3) 393-1773 (30 3) 386-6137
EMa88 NIAU Bill Sa n te lm a n n (6 17) 863-1753 (50 8 ) 693-6000
WMas8 KYIH Dave Robbins (4 13) 655-3714 (4 13) 494- 3033
VT/NH KIGW Glen Whitehouse (6 0 3) 673-6390 (6 0 3 ) 631-7877
ME KlSA B ernie Coh en (30 7 ) 773-6589 (307) 797-3585
NNY K3TR Fred Lass (518) 355-4813 (518) 346-6666
SNY/NJ K3EK Bill G ioia (9 14 ) 331-1673 (9 14) 697-3350

YCCC
11 Michigan Drive

Hudson MA 01149
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