
C a p t a in ' s Cabin
Bill Santelmann, NIAU

The 1987 ARRL Con reet is now hi.!' tory. I hope you
did well and that your scores will be credited to the
Ye CC club scores. They will be if you submit your
logs, both e w and SSB, before t he postmark dead line
of 30 days after the las t weekend , which I calculate as
April 7t h. I man aged to turn off packet and t ry an
all-band eingle-op using a computer logger and d upe
sheet under the inspi ration of KI EA':'I rep ort at the
last meeting . I can rep or t that the comp uter system
work ed very well on my Comm odore, and my logs are
ready for mailing now. No more last -minute pan ic,
dup ing on the deadline! But I really missed packet ,
an d next time I will he connected to AKIA.

Elections will be held at t he April meeting for Pres­
ident , Vice Pr~8id~nt/Activ itielll Manage r, and Secre­
taryfTreasurer. I will finish two terms as President at
that meeti ng, and fi gure t hat'! enough. Please come
prepared with nom inat ions 110 that we don't waste a lot
of rime tryi ng to find a volunteer. We need someo ne
who is motivated to develop the y e Ce into a winning
contest club, not just some guy in the corner who can't
find an excuse. Actually, there is a lot to reccomend
t ht" offi ce of President , and I have enjoyed it (that's
why I did two years] . I have got te n to know many club
members far bet ter tha n before, and I have acq uired a
grut deal of respect for t he couteering abilities within
the Y?Ce c . T he office requires planning five meet­
ings (the summer coo kout comes free) , and wri ting six

-Captain's Cabins- for t he 'B u t t per year Wh at we
need is someone who ca n lead the club to some v iejo­
riee. I hope that the present Secretaryf Treuurt"r will
agree to be nominated again; she has done a super job .

T he big unresolved prob lem that remains for my euc­
eeesor is how to improve t he funct ional organiution
of t he club . T he present system using Area Man agers
i!l almost totally ineffecti ve. 1 have S~~ 11 some groups
grow and prosper with in the club, such as those in New
Hrnapshire and Wellt Massachus~tts , bu t I'm not aware
of any ot her gro ups in close contact with each ot her.
Both of these groups art" centered arou nd 2m FM re­
peaters and /or packet nodes which promote daily com­
mun ications. It is my opinion that the present "er­
eas" are of no value and should be discarded . T hey
should be replaced wit h groups which organize them­
selves naturally aroun d repeaters or packet systems,
and select one of their own to represent them ill the
Yecc. Th ese persons may of course be the present
area man agers, but I t hink th ey should carry a group
name distinct from an arbitrary area .

There are many vital fun ctions for these new "man­
agers" which will cont ribute to the success of the
Ye c e . One is to arran ge a link into the AK IA packet
PCBS so t hat all within that gro up have access. An­
other is to provide a clearinghouse for all who need
operators, or a place to operate, or who need antenna
work or equipment for upcoming contests. Yd an­
other is to get everyone who is able on the air d uring
th e imp ortanrt contest s, and make sure log scores are
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submit ted before the dead lines. We should participate
M a d ub in more centes es, too, such M AR RL Sweep­
st akes, Field Day, and the CQ WPX. I think there
could be ecme riv alry between groupe within the dub,
too, such M a challenge with a free lun ch at a meet ing
<L! a prize. T hink about it , and Id 's share some ideas
at t he April meeti ng. 73.

Next Meeting
Paul Young, KIXM

T he next meet ing of the Yankee Clipper Contes t C lub
will be on Sunday, April 5, at the Shera ton Sturbridge.
T he meeting will 8tart at 1;00 p.m .

If you are interest ed in attending the pre-meeting lun­
cheon , you M U ST contact Bill, N I AU , by noo n on
Wednesday, April bit . If we tell them too few people,
they won't ha ve enough food , and if we tell them too
many, then YCCe gets charged . Lunch will be $9.25.
Char lot te and I probably won 't make th e luncheon,
but we will try to be at the meeti ng. Bill, NIAU,
will be taking ca r e of the luncheon.

T he Sheraton St urbridge Resor t and Conference Ceu­
ter is located on Route 20 in Sturbridge, M1Lll­
(lachuset ts, ~ mile West of 1-84 (6n t exit off 1-84 when
coming South fro m t he MMs. Turnpike). Directions
to the Sheraton are eaay: Exit 1-84 on to Rou te 20
West . You will pass throu gh two eete of sto piightll
while not icing severa l motels on your right . Make a
r ight t urn j ust prior to the Burger King sign. T hill is
the ent rance to t he Sheraton, and there is plenty of
parking in front of the hotel.

The meeting dates for the rest of 1987 are;

DATE DAY DELI-LUNCH
April 5. 1987 Sunday l UOAM
J UM 6 , 1987 Saturday tl :30 AM
Augu ~t 2. 1987 Sunday Lakes.lde Bu-B-Que
Oetebee -4 , UU, T S u n day 11:30 AM
De<embfl" fI , 1987 Sunday 11,30 AM

N O T E : The October meet ing has been cha nged from
Sat urday, October 3, 1987, to Sunda y, Octob er 4,
1987, to avoid con ftict ing with Yom Kippur , so that
our many Jewish members can attend .

A Question of Peer Pressure
Bill Myers, K1GQ

I have a problem . One of our club members is run ­
ning illegal power and I want him to stop. I've talked
to sever -al other member.. about how to change thill
guy 's be ha vior , an d th e consensus ill that I should ap­
ply "peer pressure" . My pro blem is that nobody can
expla in how to do this .

Maybe I should threaten to resjgn my membership un-
2
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less the d ub does w mething7 That'~ neat - it shifts
the burden off me and onto a bigger t arget , in cu e
tbe guy gets angry. But , what u. t he club going to
do, threaten to revoke hit memben hip? Probably he
would qui t t he club and carry on as usual, cOllt ing th e
club an act ive member with no pceirive effe<t.. Fur­
therm ore, exactl y who in the cl ub decides what to do ?
T he officers, perha ps, or the meet ing eu endeee, or ...7
We have 110 guidelines , no ethics code, no d iscip lina ry
penalt ies. Remember th e ill-fated ARRL ethics code
of a few years back? Similar efforts within YCCC have
also failed, for similar reasons, I think.

Besides, I don 't wan t to quit y e e e - I get too much
out of this club to discard my membership casually.
But perh aps I should also be eoneerend about my own
- repu t at ion," which is affected by that of the club in
general. We YCe Cer! perceive ourselves all st raight ­
arrow contes te rs who care fully get the calls correct ,
ri gorously check our logs, and play by the ru les. O ur
single-ope who chose to use spo t t ing nets while ignor­
ing the ten-minute rule submit t heir logs in the mul t i­
multi category. Our mult i-single ent ries use oniy one
transmitte r . We're the good guys! Sure we are - allk
any F RC memb er. In other words, if I were reall y wor­
ried about my association with YCCe tarnishing my
repu t atio n, I should qui t right away. (Of course , such
worries are 8i11y. The opinions of those who jud ge indi­
viduals solely by t he actions of their 3.l!osocia tell aren ' t
worth cultivati ng .)

It seems clear to me that "group" peer pressure is not
t he answer. It 'll too impersonal, and lacks accepted
proced ures (and argurnent e about these procedures de­
rai l many discip linary efforts) . But can j ust one guy
(me) apply effect ive peer preeeure? I think not - peer
pressure seems imp licit ly to be plural.

We all understand what 's r ight and what ilm't . Sure ,
there are gray areas , bu t why is it so hard to simply
say: "That'(l wron g and I wish you wouldn't do it"
when a fellow contester tells you he is runn ing 2500
watts out put? What are we (me again) afr aid of?

Well, for one thing I don 't want my complaint d ill­
missed as simply sour grapes. I've been beaten by th is
guy in some contests. On t he ot her hand . I've also
won a few, so t he sour gra pes issue can' t be th e only
things holdi ng me back.

T here are, I believe, two basic reasons why I have
not spo ken up. First , I am uncomfort able with con­
front ati onal scenar ios: visions of loud voices , guy wire
cutters , and (wont of all) lawyers begin appe aring ill
my im agination . Second, I fear that , instead of ac­
complishing anything positi ve, my speaking my mind
would only coer me a friend . But keeping qu iet doesn't
do any good ; in fact , it may even reinforce my friend 's
attit ude - if nobody tells him it 's wrong , it is eas ier
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to convince himself that it 's OK. So, I must overcome
my Ieare, and voice my object. ions.

On e l<U! t qu estion . Wh y ha ven't I named the "guilty
partyn in t hill article? Suppose I said; "He knows
who he is, maybe this article will be enoug h to cha nge
hi e b eh avior," That 's jUllt a co po ut to cover t he fears
above . How about : "Act ua lly, I suspect there are ot h­
ere and I'm hop ing thil!l will sto p more than one guy."
St ill a ce pout , High-toned , untargeted letters-to-the­
edi tor, like th i- one, typically hav e 110 visibl e effect (it '8

a lways someone du th ey're talkin g about) . I haven't
nam ed him bec ause I'm convinced that peer preeeure
has to be applied by each of us, individually and per­
sonally. I 'll t ry, and I hope rome of you will join me.

C OPYril ht @ Hl8 7, by Bill M)'en , KIGQ . for the Yank ee Cli p­

per Cont ..., C lub S euttlebutt . Thi. a rticle may be reprinted

witho ut my p..rmiuion o n l)' if t h i. not ice i. in cluded.

F loating
Pau l Young, KlXM

You may notice th at this iMue of the Scuttlebutt il!l
quite early. That's becau se I had to get it out before
leaving on vacation . Look for KC6MX on CW , and
KC61F on phon e, from May }ij.28. Try 3503, 7003
and 14022 on C W, 14195 on phone [we will move to
avoid th e VU4 opera t ion). YCCCers can probably get
through by ca lling 2 KHI above the ann oun ced lis ten­
ing frequ ency.

While we expect to he at the next meeting, Bill , NIA U
is taking re servaric ns for the lun cheon .

If your AR RL DX contest score ill not in th is issue ,
give it to me at th e meeting and I will put it in the
next issue.

See you from Wel'lt Carolines (where its warm)!

Secretar y's R eport
Yankee C lip per Contest Clu b

The Febru ary YCCC 1lIt't'ti llg W ag held at the Shera to n
Sturbrid ge on 8 February 1987 with 61 members in
attend ance.

Th e pre-meetin g lun che-on had reservati ons for 28, and
30 attendees. Since th e orig ina l number of reservat.ions
made by the deadline was only 17, the luncheon W ag

not served as a buffet , but th e food W all good , and
plent iful. Th e Sheraton makes a good carrot cake!
According to the caterer, t he lun cheon is served as
a buffet if th e origi na l reeervetjon is for 25 or more
me mbers, 1I0 gt>t yours in on ti me!

Following int roduct ions of members , Bill. NIAU, in-
3
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rroduced guest OH6KJ, a Finnish contest operator.

Th e tr easurer ', report was read and accepted .

Fred , KIVR , reported on the pOl!lsib ility of get ting non­
profit status for t he club and reducin g mailing costs for
th e Scuttlebutt. To save postage, we must send out
a t leallt 200 copies (the February 'B u tt went to 193
peopl e, 3 of t hem overseas subsc ribers}, at 12.7 cents .
IC we were a tax-ex empt organisa t ion, the postage cce t
would be 7 ce nts. Fred', recommendat ion is that we
not pursu e this issue until we have 250 members due
to th e large amount of paperwork and sort ing required
for each mailing.

Dave, KYIH, described Extra and Advanced licen se
classes being held in the Pittsfield , Massachuutts ,
area.

Billy, KRIR, and Dick, AKIA , are work ing on ARR L
dupe eheets based on the YCCC d upe sheers. T he
ARRL promises to cred it YCCC on t he new dupe
sheets.

Ed , NT 2X, had more club jacket order forme avail able.

Ed , WAIZAM , present ed - Ed th e Red.", NT2X, with
a "big gun" award for his Field Day effort .

John , KB IT, had contellt calend ars avai lable at a dis­
count (usually S9.95, avail ab le to members at S8, $1
of which goes to th e club) .

Dick, AKIA , reports th at his Pa cket Cluster software
is runnin g during maj or contes ts , a llowing Talk, Con­
Ieren ce, and DX Spot t ing on multiple nodes. The reg­
ular BBS does not run ae a cluster . T he packet net­
work is growing. Portland , Maine, memb ers are now
a part of the pa cket system.

Bill, NIA U, is trying to rejuvenate the Area Manager
concept wit hin the club , and held an Area Managers
meet ing before th e pre-meeting luncheon . Bill believes
tha t th e current areas are too large for coverage, and
should perhaps be !!plit up more . He wou ld like to
see the Area. Manage rs in charge of getting loge filed
on rim e and scores report ed 10 r.he 'Butt . i"d"rlinlt it

claimed club to tal. afte r each m"j, ·, "' '' ' ' ' ~ ' . 'n.,· .\ " ."
Managers should be t he foca l point for area news and
infor mation, and should encourage area rivalry. Each
area may have a PCBS.

Rich, K2WR, introd uced Dou g, WB2KMY , a Vb! con­
tester, who pu t up the 144.95 packet node on Moun t
Beacon.

Fred , K2TR, wants a club standard for how OW fre­
qu encies are reported on the P CBS, since TS830 an d
TS930 cwnera have been reporting different frequen­
cies. Paul , KIXM , suggested that the frequency re-
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ported sho uld be the zero-b eat frequency; that is, t he
T S930 reads correctly for this purpose, while T S830
own ers should report t heir transmit frequ ency. Th en
anyo ne reading the inform ation will know how to con­
vert the reported frequency into the dial sett ing for
t heir own r ig.

Bill , NIAU, brought current member eligibility list s
for the ARRL DX Co ntests so that membe rs could
check th eir er arue .

Bill a lso reminded members that the next meetin g is
ELECT IONS. Bill reports that his XYL has told him
that he is not a repeat candidate for club president this
year. Anyone int erested in run ning for office should
t alk to Bill and sho uld plan on attendin g th e next
meetin g.

Tom, KIKI, reported on several matters. With the
recent passin g of K2GL , the N2AA super-station will
probabl y not be in op erat ion for t he spring contes t sea­
son. Tom broug ht severa l copies of the W2PV antenna
book (edited by Bill , KI GQ , among others ), whi ch he
offered for sa le at $14 (usually $15); Tom had a big
pileup! Tom reminded members th a t there was a C W
Sprint that even ing , and several Spr int Teams were
lookin g for additional members . K2SS wants logs from
last year's contests for inclusion in a database an alyz­
ing un iqu e calls in logs, and is willing to take com­
puterized logs in a vari ety of form at s. Other clubs
have been watching our packet effor t with great inter­
est an d are makin g plans to put up their own P CBSes.
The Barnstable Radio Club (on Cape Co d) would like
a speaker to come in and talk to them ab ont radio
contest ing some ti me. Someone is putting together an
order for Henry 3K 1500W am p!'! (uses 3CX I200; re­
ported cos t aro und $2495 ); therefore , Tom is selling
a Kenwood T L-922 , an L-7, and a 2m HT (see Tom
about t hese) . Tom a lso reported that the FC C released
a week ago informatio n on Novice enhancements. The
d et.ails of this are not yet clear but the changes should
take effect in ab out two months. Also, the Technician
and Genera l wri t ten exams have been split.

Dave, KYIH, has st ar ted plans for his Field Day effort .
Talk to him if you'd like to help.

Bill , NI AU, read a letter from 4UIVIC request ing sup­
por t for their bid for DXCC separate country sta tus.
He also read a letter from DJ6QT thanking the clu b
for sponsor ing his 1983 DXp edi ti on tr ophy (which ju st,
ar rivedl ] .

It ap p ears that YCCC will receive a protot ype of a new
TenTee rig , to be ca lled the "Paragon" , which Ten'Iec
is developin g to compet e with the T S930jTS940, for
exami nation and review sometime this spri ng.

John , KIAR , had club QSL card order forms
($35j2K) . T hese cards have even better graphics, laid
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out by KIGQ's new Macintosh . Cont act John if you
need more cards .

John also passed out his "Contest Etlticll" quest ion­
n aire, which members filled ou t dur in g the meeting .

Doug , KIDG, spoke 0 11 recent activities of the ARRL
Co ntest Advisory Committee. The C AC ill recom­
mending that club compet it ion remain 3-t iered and
that clubs have no minimum number of meetings per
year but that ALL members must attend two meet­
ings per year, regardless of their di st ance from the
center of club territory. T he petition by the Frank­
ford Radio Club to move the ARRL DX Contest CW
one week ear lier (t o the second full weekend of Febru­
ary) to separate the CW and SSB contes ts by more
than one week was approved. Also, beginning in 1988 ,
VYI and VE8 will coun t as separat e multipliers in the
DX Test but not in Sweepst akes. The Sweepet.akee
Awards Co mmit tee is consider ing a QRP category for
S8. The C AC is st ill wrestling with banning OX Test
QSOs arr anged by non-radio means. There is also st ill
controversy over the pra ctic e of letting one calleign
submit multiple single-band entr ies for the same con­
tes t . K2NJ replaced N2LT as the CAC representative
from the Hudson Divi sion .

Dou g would like YO UR input on the followin g new
matters the CAC is current ly consider ing: a VHF me­
teor sca t ter contest prop osal, a change in the rules
so that single-op operators using packet radio would
not be classified as multi-multi and therefore be in
compet it ion witt big multi-multi st at ion8 but instead
perhaps fall under mult.i-elngle rules and be all owed
to change ban ds whenever they want to, the ARRL
160m bandplan of 1830-1840 reserved for international
QSOs only is in direct conflict with the CQ plan al­
lowin g only DX stat io ns to transmit from 1825-1830,
the CQ "Contest Hall of Fame " may be cosponsored
by th e ARRL , a proposal to change the Sweepst akes
rules to allow working a sta t ion once per band and
mode rather than once per mode (the club vot ed that
SS sho uld be a DX contest !), and a prop osal for for­
eign club compet itio n in th e DX Contests. Write to
Doug or to your ARRL Director with your ideas on
th ese proposals.

T he clu b voted in three new members:
John Webst er , KIFW E
Larry Blowin , K1MNS
Doug Sharp , WB2KMY

Ken , KI EA , gave a technical presentat ion on his com­
puter logging st rategy and his logging an d du ping pro­
gra m.

John, KIAR , reported the results of his "Contest
Ethics" questionnaire. Rich, K2WR , thinks that the
results show that some of our members might "bend
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the rules" in order to work something, but most of us
would not falsify our logs to indicate working st at ions
we did not actually contact.

Following t his, t he club memb ers broke into two
groups to discuss ARRL DX strategies for mult i· 2 op­
erat ion (with Fred , K2TR) and eing be-t runsmit te r op­
eration (with Tom , KIKI).

The meet ing adjo urned at 4:10 P M. Many memb ers
then headed down the road to Rom 's for an It alian
di nner .

Respectfu lly submitted ,
C harl ot te L. R ichard son, KQI F
Secretary/ Treasurer
10 February 1987

Flakey Ideas
Paul Young, KIXM

Th ere are ti mes when I wish the Yankee Clipper Oon­
test Cl u b had a bigger treasury. I would like to be able
to produce a Scuttlebutt with glossy paper , color
pict ures , an d a real bindi ng. Of course, ot her people
mi ght want club-owned digipeaters, a club sta t ion, or
free food at meetin gs .

T he normal way to get a bigger tr easu ry is to increase
dues. But yceC dues are already pretty high. We
need a more im aginati ve solut.ion, an d I th ink I have
found one wor th y of the world 's best contes t club:

Aft er my HC8X Galapagos DXpedi tion , I gave slide
shows to local clubs around th e area. Many of th ese
clubs were similar in cert ain key respect s . T heir meet­
ing attend ance was mayb e twent y or thirty. Th ey
discussed , perhaps, t heir Field Day plane, or perh aps
lam ent ed how they are not get t ing as much club par·
t icipat ion at meetings as th ey used to. And, they have
over a rhoueand dollars in the treasu ry.

So what do we do ? We tar get selected clube, and we
join them. When we have enough mem bers, we go
to the meeti ng and vot e to merge the club with the
YC CC. We pick up the treasury, whi ch will eas ily pay
for the ext ra copies of the Scuttlebutt . With luck,
some of the new members might find a living clu b in­
terestin g enough that they stay on. As our member­
ship increases, and as we offer more services, such as a
color Scuttlebutt an d a full pac ket backbo ne, we will
be able to go after slightl y lar ger clubs. T he bottom
of the sunspot cycle is a good t ime to hit some of th e
area DX club s, for example.

There are a few things to watch out for. For example,
we mu st avoid , at a ll costs, owning a 2 meter repeater.
It would be a t ragedy if yeee meeti ngs were taken
up with fights abo ut the repeater, a", I have heard in
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other clu bs. Of course, if we are quick, we can sell the
repea ter . Any repeater , in any cond ition , ie worth leta
of money now, since bu ying one is the only way to get
a coord inated 2 meter frequency.

So, think abo ut it ~ Do you know of a lethargic ham
clu b , with big t reasury, j ust waitin g to be taken over
by a ham club raider?

CATV Hardline
Fred Hopengarten, K1VR

A great many hams are now using reel ends from cable
TV com panies. If you have some C ATV hardlin e with
goop between the PVC and th e aluminum sheat h, you
may be interested in the following article, provided
cour tesy of Fred Hop engarten , Kl VR.

Connector Installation for Flooded
Semiflex C a b les
Tim Duggan, Product Engineer,

Times Fiber Communicat ions Inc.
(repr inte d from C om m u m ca t ton a Technology,
February , 1986.)
Co pyright © 1986, Com m u n lea tlon !l Teehnology . All rights

re se rved. Reprin t ed by p ermin ion .

Special precautions must be taken whe n installing con­
nectors on flooded cable in order to avoid j acket move­
ment. This ph enomenon is common to all manufactur­
ers of flooded cables and is a result of the lubricating
effect introduced under the jacket . Before looking at
those precaution s, however , let 's first review come of
th e special prop erties of flood ing compo unds.

The primary use of a flooded cable is for addit ional
corrosion pro tection. T his extra protection is desirable
in bur ia l applications and und er certain condit ions for
aer ia l installations. Current ly, Times Fiber uses two
typ es of fl oodin g compounds.

Flooding Compound Types

Po lyisobuty lene is used for semiflex burial cahle be­
cause it s permanent fluid prop er ties a llow it to cold
flow inside the cable j acket . In applica ti ons such as
cable bur ial, where jac ket damage is a lways a major
concern , t he Boedin g compound can act ually provid e
a seal by filling in the damaged area. A lower molecu­
lar weight polyisobu tylene with more viscosity is used
for drop bu ria l cable. Th is flooding compound will
flow read ily with in the interstices of th e cable's outer
braid [Viet .anex br an d po lyisobu ty lene is one of several
that are available) .

Black asp halt ic flooding compoun d is usu ally specified
for jacketed aer ial applications where additional cor-
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rosion protection is d esired . Unli ke the compounds
use d iii burial cables, t he asphaltic m ater ial has t he
limit ed flow properties necessary t o preven t t he flood­
ing com pou nd from d r ippi ng onto the underly ing areas
(Farboil brand aephalt. ic tar is one of t he several types
t h at are available ).

In addition to t he requir ed vis cosity a nd flow proper­
t .iee, flooding com po und s are chosen for com pati bility
with t he ca b le materia ls used and for overall chem i­
cal , oxidation, and UV res istance . F loo ding materials
are a lso com pou nded for high tackiness t o alumi num ,
Polyethy lene and PVC.

Avoiding Jacket Shrinkback

Si nce t he undergrou nd flooding com pound is designed
t o hav e good cold flow propert ies, t he jacket , if not
r estra ined to t he sheath by some external means, can
move independ ently to relieve the nor mal longitudi nal
st resses that are built in d ur ing the jacket extrusion
process. T h is cond ition usually makes itself kn own by
m eans of jacket shrin kback, wher e the unrestrained
jacket ca n move exposing any where from a few inch es
to as mu ch as 10 inc hes, thus leavi ng t he alu minu m
vulnerable to t he environment . As in dicated , t h is phe­
nomenon is inherent ill t he jacket extrusion and will be
ex perienced by a ny m anufacturer using an appropr iate
flo oding com pou nd und er t he polyet hylene j acket .

As t he area around t he con nect ion m ay be exposed to
wa ter sub mer sion or a corrosive atmosphere , precau­
tions should be t aken to prevent t he shrinkback , and to
prot ect t he alu minu m sheat h . W hile heat-sh rinkable
t u bi ng offers goo d p rot ection of t he exposed alu mi num
sheat h on st and ard jacketed cab les, it may not be su ffi­
dent to prevent jacket shr in kback on flood ed versi ons.
T he followin g m ethod supp lements the shrin k t ubing
and provides a reliable solut ion.

1. Prepare t he ca b le end per the con nec tor in st al­
la t ion inatrucfiona (F igu re 1) . An import ant step to
r emember here is t hat t he in st allat ion of t he connec­
tor r equires t he r emoval of flooding compound from
t he a luminum sheath. T imes Fiber has evaluated sev ­
er al removal age n ts an d has found that pre-packa ged
cleaner wipes, Scotchcaet Brand 441 5 manufactured
by Telcomm Prod ucts Div isio n/ 3M , worked very well .
T he cleaning agent was safe, easy t o work wit h , and
did no t damage t he ca ble .

Figur e 1: Prepare ca ble end
6
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2. Slide a common hose d am p over the jacke t and
t ighten. C are must be used to avoid excessive t ight4
en ing wh ich cou ld d egr-ade the electrical properties of
t he cab le. Install the con nector (Figure 2).

Figure 2: Inst all connector and host clamp over ja cket

3. Slide heat-shrink tu bing over the con nector and
dam p (F igure 3).

Figure 3: Slide heat shrink tubing over connector and
clamp

4. Apply heat and shrin k d own t ubing ont o cab le (Fig­
ure 4) .

Figur e 4: Apply heat and shrink tu be o n cab le

!@#$ My Radio Just Died
What to do when your TS-930S display
vanishes

BiB Myers, KI GQ

While operat ing in t he 1985 WAE phone cont es t at
my st a t ion , Dic k , AK I A, encoun tered a well-hidd en
"feature" of the Kenwood T S-930S transceiver . U any
of t he three ph ase. locked loops unlocks, t he fo llowing
eve nt s occ ur :

• All of t he b lue electrolum inescent display IS

bl anked
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• The receiver is bl anked

• Tr an smit mod e is inhibi ted

• The own er is challenged [mutely ] to discover
any reference to these actions in eit her the
Owne r's Manual or th e Service Manual.

Dick found t hat he could bring the radio back t o life
by cycli ng t he power off and 0 11. It t ook me six mou th s
t o find a more sa tis fac t ory solut ion.

Onc e I had determ ined that one of th e loo ps must be
unlocking, by tracin g th e di spl ay bl anking logic ill the
circ ui t d iagra ms, I decided the o bvious th ing t o do was
t o perform t he PLL a lignment described ill th e Serv ice
Manual. The pr ocedure ill pr etty simple - all yo u need
is a reason a bly accurate De voltmeter , a nd en ough
dex te ri ty to get at t he PLL adjustments. I found that
a ll t hr ee loops were considerably out-of-t olerance , so I
co ncl uded th at the problem was resolv ed by the PLL
reali gnment .

Not for lon g. T he frequ en cy tran sition that triggered
unlock was changed, but t he problem pe rsi sted . Of
course, it e pri mary charact er ist ic was t hat th e loops
never unlocked whenever I had the coven off t o de bu g
t he loops. Eve n tu al ly I began t o sus pect the 19.5 to 30
MHz veo loop , a nd tried tweaking t he peakin g coil ­
L68 o n the Signal Unit . Sure eno ug h, a little bit one
way crashed t he radio , and lot the ot her way made the
loo p more solid .

T he a lig nment pr ocedure for th e v eo loops calls for
a sweep generato r. I do n't hav e one, so I just twidd led
t he coil t o m ax im ize the S meter readin g with th e reo
celver tuned to the calibrator near t he high end of the
loop 's range (for example, 29.5 MHz ). T his helped
m atters a lot, bu t I st ill have to readjust things every
four to six months to keep th e loops away from the
ha iry edg e.

I be lieve t he reason my unit got so far ou t of alig n­
m en t , a nd has become rel atively demanding in t erms
of m aintainin g alig nme nt , is th erm al a buse . Du ring
the 1985 OW WA E, the power supply fan fail ed , but
I d id n 't notice an ythin g for several hours. T he hot
transformer smell finally wok e me up , and I finish ed
the weekend with a muffin fan sit t ing over t he t r an s­
for mer vents. I now rou t inely run this fan during con­
teste , j ust in case, even t ho ug h I hav e repl aced the
int ernal fan motor.

So, if yo ur TRS· 930S display goes away and t he reo
ceiver goes silent, be sure to pe rform the phase locked
loop a nd v e o alignments before you begin t aking out
part s.

Cop y rig ht © M ar ch , 19 81 , by B ill M yers , K I GQ , fo r t he Yan­

kee C lip p er Contest C lub S cuttlebut . T h is ..rticle m ay be
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re p ri nt ed wit h ou t my pe rmi ssion o n ly if t h is not ice is incl uded .

Score Rumors:
(Thanks t o Randy Thom pson , K5ZD /l , and th e NCJ
for pr oviding Borne of this information .)

CQ WW CWo
C~II QS0 5 z, e, Store

KAIKPH (m / 5) 317 7Z ,GO 196K

ARRL DX CW Single-Op:
Call QS0 5 e, Score

AKIA 918 185 50t2K
KIAR 1685 '" 146M
KI CC 1702 253 1,29M
KIDG (30 hrs.] 1406 '56 I ,om
KIEA 1158 IT< 604K
KCIF 1876 312 1,75M
KAIGOW 530 ... 228K
KMIH· (K02M 01'·1 20 36 ,,, 1,82M
KI IU 1080 '" 641K
KIK'· 1827 '" 1,66M
KTiO 155 65 30K
KlTO· 1906 255 145M
KIVR 1004 IT< 523K (duped l
KB1W 1045 18. 576K
WI WEF 133 hrs ) 1360 230 938K
KIXA 1253 213 800K
Kill 1702 253 129M
ABE eoa 150 183K
K3LR 1452 287 125M
KHUP IKROY 01'·1 1525 ' 96 1,35M

WX4G 1565 275 1,29M
N5Rl 1507 '" 1,25M
K5l0 /1 1488 252 1.12M
KC8C 1534 230 1,05M
K8CC ... 218 554K
NP4A INP4l 01' ) 4800 331 UM
P40GD 5238 310 4.8M

ARRL DX CW Single-Op Single-Band:
Call Band 050 5 e, Score

KIIM 'GO US .. 16K
KHEA 160 73 " .K
K8WW /VP9 ,GO "0 .. "K
KilN 80 '" es 26K
KCI0 80 '" 67 "K
WIFV 80 736 " 152K
KD2RO 80 380 sc 68K
N4lC 80 575 " 113K
WN4KKN " 780 80 187K
KllX /4 15 300 73 ""
ARRL DX C W Multi-Single:
Call QSO ~ e, Store

NCW ' 86 100 85K
KMI C 1450 252 UM
KYIH 1514 '" 1.1 2M
KAIKPH US " "K
KI YR 1859 271 1.5M
K8Al 1480 257

KMI C oes: KMI C. WIPH, WB8 BTH, KMIP. KBlT

ARRL DX CW Multi-2 :
Call QS05 e, St ore

KIRO· 1&04 233 I.IM

7
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KIX'" 101 222 5UK
K2TR· n :u 3:U 2 2M
N3RG· 2740 337 2,111.4
N3RS· 2477 349 3,5M
~lR5M · 2611 344 2,7M
XE2FU 5300 300 52M
KIXM op~ KIXM . KOIF

ARRL DX C W Multi-Multi:
(~ll esc, c, StOlt

W )L P l · 3093 376 3 4M
ZF2KE 5500 297 4 9M

... ARRL DX C W Score Breakdowns :
KMIH (KQ2M op. _! o):
b..n' o~ (~

11 90 40
3 5 370 62
7 400 65 = 1 12M
14 1100 8B
21 60 33
23 15 11
TOTAL 2036 2\1\1

KIKI I' ! o):
bin' 0 $ ( ,
1 1 32 24
35 250 5\1
7 U S 1\1 = 1 66M
14 \116 U
21 63 U
21 21 16
TOTAL 1127 304

KIRQ (M!2) :
b..n' O~ ($
1 8 13 12
35 210 52
7 180 52 = I ZM
14 \170 75
21 171 41
21 1 1
TOTAL 1604 233

KIT O (_! O) :
b..nd as ($

I I 38 23
3 S 26\1 53
7 362 61 = 1 45M
14 1196 19
21 33 22
21 I 7
TOTAL 1906 255

K2TR IM!2) :
b..nd c, ($

1 3 311 42
35 296 SII
7 530 75 = 2 2M
14 1209 U
21 16 43
21 21 14
TOTAL 2231 331

W3LPL (M! M):
b~nd 0 $ ($
1 8 3640
35 - 620 75
7 908 86 = 3 4M
14 1210 t5
21 16l 511
21 4t 21
TOTAL 3011& 316 8
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N3RG IM! 2):
b~d 0 $ cs
11 54 311
35 610 70
7 737 15 = 2 77M
14 1200 IlO
21 1111 55
21 22 I
TOTAL 2UO 337

N3RS IM! 2):
h nd a. c,
1,1 U 34
3 5 436 10
7 62. 111 = 3 5'"
14 1211 94
21 12. 58
2B 26 14
TOTAL 2477 349

NR5M (M! 2):
bind A' ( $

11 27 III
35 112 55
7 744 77 = 2 7M
14 1252 95
21 367 14
21 46 24
TOTAL 2611 344

ARRL DX SSB Single-Op:
( ..II 050 , cs StOlt

KtAR · 1650 326 I liM
MI AU 555 152 Z53K
KIDG U 5 tllq 'N O 253 1ilK
K( I F· 17(i5 2a6 1.511.4 (du ptd l
KAISR· 1170 275 1.13M
KI VR· IOU 225 707K
KIVSJ 4c.D 172 237K
KIZ'" 1511 309 146M
KllX 300 tiS 103K
ti21(/ 0 IlJl ? ?
WZ4F 1100 ~O U I K
K4VX IKM9P op t 1054 270 153K
KE5Fl 109 40 13K
KSZD!I 1059 250 794K
WIlRE 1400 t
HRiA 7200 324
V:U(V 77.5 335
l F2JR 6~ 301

ARRL DX SSB Single-Op Single-Band:
c.. 11 B..nd cso s C, Stort
WA20 NW I S 164 63 30K
AKIA 20 illS 115 ' 53K
W2YV IK0 2'" op i 20 1752 125 657K
KU S 20 300 95 221K
KKIIA / VP2V 20 3800 57 649K
IlUM IN6TJ OIl ) 40 2245 5& 390K
W5WMU 75 112 61
KOK X 75 I' 49 12K
WA4SVO 160 66 44 IK

ARRL DX SS B Multi-Single:
( ..II 0 50 , c, Sc:OIt

KICC 1423 293 125M
KOIF 421 111 223K
KYlH 669 220 Ut K
KtlU 227 143 97K
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KCI F (e/o, d u pe d ):
band ' 0 5 Cs
1.8 33 21
3.8 92 49
7 62 42 = 1.51M
14 1465 110
21 96 45
28 17 13
TOTAL 1765 286

KI RQ (M/ 2):
band : as C5
1.8 26 23
38 87 50
1 74 44 = 947K
14 857 100
21 140 48
28 0 0
TOTAL 1184 263

NBlH (m/2) :
band as Cs
1,8 40 31
3,8 100 50
7 67 36 = 1.68M
14 1620 109
21 130 45
28 20 13
TOTAL 1977 284

KAl SR (' / 0) :
band: Os Cs
1.8 30 19
3.8 98 51
7 140 51 = 1 13M
14 1002 107
21 37 29
28 10 8
TOTAL 1370 275

K IVR (' / 0 ):
band' 0 5 cs
1,8 21 17
3,8 91 53
7 54 32 = 707K
14 803 !3
21 69 37
28 4 3
TOTAL 1048 225

K2TR (M/ 2):
band: Qs Cs
1.8 64 42
3,8 128 63
7 164 58 = 2.0M
14 1388 114
21 154 53
28 35 15
TOTAL 1933 345

K3T UP (M/S):
band: Qs Cs
1.8 36 27
38 113 56
7 121 51 = 1,83M
14 1560 127
21 77 45
28 19 12
TOTAL 1926 318

W3LPL (M/ M):
band ' as c e
1.8 69 41
3.8 316 77
7 190 58 = 2,28M
14 1182 100
21 260 63
28 7J 26
TOTAL 2090 365

NRsM (M/ M):
band ' a s Cs
1.8 36 25
3.8 130 56
7 386 66 = 2 35M
14 987 107
21 611 73
28 138 36
TOTAL 2288 363

K5NA/ 2 (M/ M , one tower) :
band a s C5
1 8 51 35
3.8 95 53
7 87 46 =1.63 M
14 1600 111
21 76 33
28 9 7
TOTAL 1918 285

N3RC (M/ 2, duped) :
band: 0 5 c s
1.8 45 3S
3.8 183 13
7 135 58 = 1,94M
14 1187 119
21 169 67
28 54 22
TOTAL 1774 375

9

951K
1.23M
183M
7 1M
68M
69M

1184 268
1520 271
1926 318
1640 311
1145 319
7684 300

KIT O
WB2Ull
KlTUp·
NP4(C
P19 1
VP2MU

ARRL DX SSB Multi-2:
Call OSOs ce S{Of~

NBIH· 1977 284 1.68M
KIR O" 1184 265 947K
N2MG r 900K
K2T R" 1933 345 20M
N3RG· 1774 375 194M Idllp ~dl

K5RX" 2335 411 2.85M
K2SS/ VP2V 10292 296 9.2M

ARRL DX SSB Multi-Multi:
Call OSOs Cs St ore

W3LPL" 2090 365 2 28M
NR5M" 2288 363 2.35M
K5NA/ 2" 1918 285 1.63M

...ARRL DX SSB Score Breakdowns:

KIAR (' / 0) :
band: c, c,
18 39 32
38 100 58
1 104 57 = 1.6M
14 1304 111
21 115 20
28 20 12
TOTAL 1650 326
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K5RX (M/ 2)'
b..nd Os Cs
II 58 }8

l8 16164
1 lOS 10 = 2 85M
U 948 116
21 169 a1
2a 9' 36
T OTAL 2))5 ' 11

160M R eceiving Ant enna s for C ity Lo ts
Mike Cra btree, ABOX

[R eprinted from th e K aD8 8 11 C ity DX C lub
Newsletter , February, 1987.)

There 's litt le do ubt that Beverage antennas are th e
best receiving antennae for ser-ious 160 Meter oper­
at.ion . Yet, for the average ham, especially the city
dweller, such an an tenna system ill out of the ques­
t ion . If you have 4 or 5 acres of ope n lan d around
your QTH, pursue a Beverage antenna and read no
further!

However , if you use a vertical or shunt feed your tower
for 160 operat ion the following ideas may be of some
pr act ical use. Vertica ls can be used ~ effect ive radia­
ton on 160 bu t usu ally are very noisy. Of course , the
urban 160 opera tor gets a double dose of this problem
as atmospheric noise and man mad e noise combine to
ma ke his life really miserable a t times.

My QTH unfortu na tely, fa lls into this category and
h:u caused considerable fru stration th e last 2 years I
have been act ive on 160. My shunt fed tower has been
an excellent t ransmitting antenna as my recent DXCC
on 160 verifies , but it cer ta inly leave" a lot to be de­
sired on receive. As a resul t several different receiving
antennas have been experiment ed wit h in this ti me
period . My garage looks like a graveyard of discarded
160 antennas . T hree small receiving loops (used with
a quality pre-a mp) along with a muss of tangled wire
from numerou s inverted-La all received unceremonial
burrals in the "Wire Room " (thill ill what my wife calls
our garage) . Even th ough all of the designs of anten­
nas tri ed had received rave reports a t some other guy 's
QTH in some previous article in one of th e journals,
non e of them work ed effect ively at my QTH!

NOXA, Fred , a well-kn own 160-M eter DXer and good
friend , had some SUCCel"l' with a full . ize loo p suspended
8' above the ground (a 525 ' "quare) 0 11 receiving before
he completed his Beverage eyste m and suggested t hat I
t ry it at my QTH. Much like a quad element turned on
it " sid e Fred fed it with a 1:1 ba lun. However, with an
80' x 120'Iot I found it would not quite fit on my prop­
erty. I ex per imented briefly wit h a shor tened vers ion
of abo ut 300 ' in lengt h with a load ing coil inserte-d to
make it resona nt at 1.830. Only limited success exp e­
rienced , but I be lieve more research might be just ified
wit h this shor tened version . Cer tainly, if you could
Ret the full 525 ' loop in you r yard , it would be rec-
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ommended that you t ry it . However, keep it low to
the gro und . At heights above 10' the loop begins to
pick up lots of noise. In my experience, the loop would
prob ably rank eecoad only to a Beverage for receivin g
on 160.

Because of the limited space at my QTH I had to look
for an other eolurion. NOXA passed on another idea he
heard about on th e air that work ed for some people
who could not get up a Beverage. The idea is ca lled
a Sna ke becau se it just st retches out across you r yard
like a giant rept ile. To const ruct it, simply st retch as
much coax as pceeible out in a st raight line with th e
far end short ed together but separate the braid of th e
coax from the coax plug in the shack. P ull the braid
back an inch or so and make sure the shield does not
come in contact with the P L·259. T his in effect folds
the wire bac k on ihelf and doubles the len gth of t he
run of wire. Again my limit ed epece would only allow
a little more than 100' of coax to be st retched out in a
line. However , lim ited success wu achieved with this
antenna as it occas ionally out-performed the vertical
on receive , but only in th e direction that the coax line
was running. This was enco uraging but didn't seem
quite to be the an swer. I believe it wou ld be more
effective if a run of over 200' could be stretched in a
straight line . Also, I did n't test run nin g this anten na
through a tuner. This oflere another possibility that
readers can experi ment with .

St ill looking for a better receiving antenna t han my
vertical, I measured out wire for a half-wave dipole cut
for about 1.830 MH• . However, again I wea faced with
a space prob lem as each half of the dipole turned out
to be 127' long . T here was no way I could fit it on my
city lot . Yet I could get over ha lf of it out in a . tra ight
line if I bent the end s of it a little. I supported the
antenna above my chain link fence along the property
line at abo ut 7 to 8 feet ab ove ground for over ha lf
th e length of the dipole. However , the end of the fence
only runs to the front of th e house so the relit of the
antenna had to be tacked to the side of the house for
t he remainder of the length . All with t he loop the
dipole was fed with a 1:1 balun .

T he bent dipole I ended lip with runs nnrth :lnrl !'nJlt h
but is folded back to the nort hwest . However , this doe"
not seem to effect perfor mance t ha t much , as it coneis­
tently hears J As better t han the vert ical. It beats the
vert ical on signa ls from Euro pe and South Amer ica
abo ut 60% of the t ime. When switch ing over from the
vertical to the dipole signa l levels are about 1 to 2 S·
uni ts weaker on the low dipole, BUT the noise almost
d isappears. Th e noise level on t he vertical usually av­
erages about S-8 or 9, bu t drops to about 5-2 or 3 on
th e low dipole. Occasionally, th e vertical hears bet­
ter than the dipole but this happens sometimes even
to Beverage owners. I believe t his is due to t he ang le
of the incom ing signals. Also, present ly only a manu al
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coax switc h is be ing used to go back and forth between
the anten nas. Of co urse, this could be accomplished
with a relay, if 80 desired .

Of course , my evaluat ion of the above- m en t jon ned an­
te nnas has been mostly subject ive. Yet , I've worked
more OX in th e IMt couple of months than the com­
bin ed 2 winters I'v e spent on the band . However , don 't
be mi sled , th e low dipole and loop are compromise an­
tennas and don 't. come close to the performance of a
full -site Beverage system. But it sure beats the heck
out of listening to S·9 noise levels on the vert ical!

Hop efu lly, some of th e ideas presented in this article
will be helpful to the urban ham. Many of the ideas
need further exper imenta t ion and refinement . Also ,
remember that each QTH has its own un ique set of
co nd it ions that can alfed the noise levels and perfor­
mance, of low. band antennas .

Movers a n d S hakers

Update you r club roster to indicate these changes:

New ph one numbers for ROll, KIBW:
Home: (617 )797.4190
Wor k: (617) 793-0405

New work ph one number for Brian , WBIEYL:
(413)499-3333
Brian also reports that he has pas~ his Extra and
will soon have a new call.

New work ph one number for Dave. KYIH:
(413)494-2023

New hom e phone number for Don, KBIKE:
(413)623-5892

"New" work phone number for Billy, KR IR:
(203)666- 1541

New work ph one number for Len, KBIW;
(413)494-4325

N,.w wor k phon e number for Paul, KIXM:
(617)264-5 165

New C rew

Please welcome th e following new memb ers, who
joined at the !allt meeting :

John Webster , KIFW E
74 Redfield C ircle
Derry, NH 0.1038
Home phon e: (603)432-4159
Work phone; (617 )438- 4300
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Larry Blowin, KIMNS
52 Warner Hill Road
Derry, NH 03038
Home phone; (flQ.l)432-5866
Work phone: (617)329-4050

Doug Sharp, WB2KMY
24 Wa lnut Hill Road
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603
Home phone: (914)471-0946

Excess Cargo

FOR SALE:
Kenwood TL-922 amplifier , 160 thru 10 m et ers , p air
of 3-5OOZ finals, with spare t ubes, $900 .
Drake L-7 am plifier , 160 thru 10 meters, pair or 3-5OOZ
finals, mint condit ion, $900 .

Kenwood TH -21BT handi-talkie, 1 watt 2 meter HT,
very small - 5.5" x 1.25" , has DTMF pad and
P L board , with extra heavy duty battery pac k and
charger , used little, 2 months old , $225 .

Tom Frenaye, KIKI
23 Pinehu rst Road
Unionville, CT 06085
or packet at AKIA or W IAW

Dave, KCIQ, needs Rohn 25G eecrions. You can reach
him at home at (617)66a..1609.

FOR SALE: T S-930S with AT and 500 HI filter ,
$1100. TS-530S with VFO-240, $5()(). Mod el 25 58'
t ilt over , $300. A3 tribander , $80 . Ham-M rot ator ,
$70. Abo, homebrew KW amps. C all David, WIWA I,
at (617)44 3-9867 (home) or (617)480-4026 (work) .



The Scuttlebutt is the newsletter of the Yankee Clipper Contest Club and is mailed six times per year to all
paid up members. Dues are $10 per year, payable 1 April with a grace period through 30 June. Non-members may
subscr ibe to the Scuttlebutt by sendi ng $10 to the Treasurer: Charlotte Richardson , KQIF, 11 Michigan Drive,
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The Scuttlebutt may be reprinted in whole or in part, except for separately copyrighted articles, provided proper
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T he Yankee Clipper Contest Club (an ARRL Affiliated Club) holds six official meetings per year, on the
Sa turd ay or Sunday afte rnoon of the first full weekend of every even month in the Sturbridge, Maellacbueet ts,
area. Th e deadline for article submission to the Scuttlebutt is three weeks before the next meeting date . The
next meeting will be on Sunday, April 5, 1987, in Sturbridge , Massachuset ts . Attendance at an official meeting
is required ill order to become a member. Club members congregate on 3830 Khz or 1900 Khz Monday evenings;
many routinely monitor these frequencies other evenings as well.

Hoetere are mailed to all paid members each summer . For more information and/ or ass istance, contact the area
man ager nearest you on the following list :

Area Call Name Home Work
CT!RI KIRX Mark Pride (203) 271-2076 (203) 265-8825
EMass WIFJ Al Rousseau (617) 598-3744 (617) 599-7500 x 173
WMass KYIH Dave Robbins (413) 655-2714 (413) 494-2023
VT!NH KIGW Glen Whitehouse (603) 673-6290 (603) 627-7877
ME KlSA Bernie Cohen (207) 773-6589 (207) 797-3585
NNY K2RD Ira Stoler (518) 439-5804 (518) 445·8474
SNY!NJ K2EK Bill Gioia (914) 221-1672 (212) 888-2102

YCCC
11 Michigan Drive

Hudson MA 01749
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