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Captain's Cabin
John Yodts, K2VV

I am impressed! I've never heard so many l's a nd 2's in
the pileups, and the best part was you were all ge tt ing
through (a lot of you before me), I noted about 40 YCCC
calls active on each mode, and, realizing many of these re ­
present multlops efforts, it looked like great participation
all around. The compilat ion of scores in this Butt is the
best tha t could be done in the short time since the ARRL
phone wee kend , but there' s really no excuse if your score
isn ' t listed . If you gol your score into your Area Manager
it's listed here. Also heard wa s lots of activity from memo
bars whom our computer cons iders ineligible for participa­
tion in the ARRL club competition because of lack of
att endance at meetings over the past year. I am aware of
two cases of members not being credited properly for at,
te ndance at last Ap ril 's meeting. If you have any questions
about yor eligibility please tal k to Bob, N1TZ.

It's been an interesting year as President. I hav e to admit
that looking at YCCCs participation in CQ WW [ had
dou bts a bou t whether we could ever be an organized force
capable of winning a major contest. YCCC seems to have
its own biorhyt hm however, and with the upswell in activity
fo r ARRL my mind is now at ease.

I often wonder why we can't ge t 10 0% participation ,
YCCC isn't like your local radio club where you can walk
to the the month ly meeting. Prospect ive members have to
search us out and usually drive a cou p le hundred miles just
to join . Why would some people sub ject themselves to this
and nol wal k 20 steps into the shack on a co ntest week­
end? Perhaps it's time to make clearer to prospective
members what is e xpected 01 them. Some obligations go
along with receipt of the best club bulletin a rou nd and the
privilege of se nding out "official" YCCC QSLs. I no ticed a
few new members kick ing up more_than their share of dust
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in the ARRL DX Contest: Pete, WI RM ; Fred, AG2X (both
from home and from K2T Rl; Clark, KI JX; Ivan, KA1YQ:
and Rich, KA 1Cl. I wish more new members would j om

with their sleeves rolled up and ready to kick butt! •

Ponderings from
the Poop Deck
Bill Myers, KIGQ

T he print qual ity of the last issue of the Scuttlebutt was
pretty bad . I mu st take all the blame; the copy which I
passed on to Everett, AJ I L to ta ke to the printer was so
light that they cou ldn' t recover all of the informa tion.
Ha ste makes poor newsletters.

John introduced a question in his column which [ have
struggled with many times over the past six years 01 YCCC
history. It's not hard to perceive what motivates me, but
the more import ant problem is what motivates you. The
club as an entity has made little effor t to publicize ou r pur­
pose and goals, other tha n though " word of mouth" and by
inference from the co ntent 01 this newsletter. Similarly, we
have li tt le feedbac k from the members on whether these
goa ls match their expect ations. Should we e mphasis a par­
ticular contest more or less? Should we provide more ser­
vices like the Handbook or press for greater contribution
from each member? Should we have more meetings?
Should we weed ou t the "deadwood", or continue to as­
sume interest until we learn otherwise? Should we hold a ll
meeti ngs at one place? Wha t should we be doing (or no t
doing} to keep this exceptional organization vita l given our
geographically.inJ uced communications difficulties? If you
can enlighten us on these issues, address your cards and
leiters to the editor: I'll print anything e xce pt entire ly unob­
jective invective.



TS930S Revisited

SSB
233/ 45
218/ 43
2 15 / 43
210/ 40
140 / 32

North A merican Sprint
CW

227 / 44
229/ 4 2
243/37
203 / 39
196 / ?
171 / 38
176 / 35
13 8 / 3 2
126 / 30

K1AR
KA I R
W IWEF
K2EK
KA2AEV

K1KI
K1AR
W2RQ
KlDG
K2AU(N1EEl
KAIR
W I WEF
KA2A EV
K:3UA

Ce rtain complaints VV voices about the 930 are va lid. The
antenna tuner , for example: I cannot think of a good rea ­
son to buy one. An outp ut impedance of 20- 150 ohms isn'l
enough range. nOI when you consider that my 930, sans
tuner. doesn't even beqm reducing output until the SWR
reaches 2:1 . which tra nslat es to a range of 25· 100 o hms
(I'll probably hear from Kenwood on tha i).

Olht"r of VV's gript's I had as well - un nl I got used 10 Ihe
rig, wh ich lake s a few mont hs .

I now find the d ual VFOs very easy 10 USl' , prefera ble in
feet 10 an e xte rnal VFO with a readou t tha t 's constantly
visible . A second readoul sim ply tsn't needed . Going from
trenscewe to split - that is . selling up 10 tra nsmit on a
new frequency specified by the DX station - can be done
in two second s, which is adequate for my purposes. As VV
says. it's a four -step operenon - sy nc the two VFOs. split
them . hit th e T-F button and spin the main tuning - bu t

First. it must be pomted out tha t many o! VV's complaints
stem fro m the tr ansition he has made frum an 8 30 to a 9 30
- two rigs a s different as night and day. His com parison s
mean little unless you are accu stomed to using the R:m.
which itself ha s nu merous q uirks and oddities. The 930
should be put up against the KWM·380 or the SigM I/One
units.

Stu was only 12 points, bur the ZM multiplier was. 409 ver­
sus 382 for KC 1F. In the phone WAE, no less tha n four
YCCCers a re in the top len. and they represent 01/ o f the
USA calls on t he hst. Tom. K1KI. edged out J eff by work­
ing more muhip lierst!l and cleaTing more o f his Q TCs. The
next call down the hst is AK I A; Dick made jusl over a rml­
lion points operating at K IGQ. Stu didn 't do as well as
usual on phone !rom K l OX; looks like a pa.rlial efton. bu t
snll good lor number to.

Mike Hudgens. W6YQ

[From the So. Calif. OX Club Bulle tin. March 1983 • ed. ]

I acquired a TS930S last Augusl and lake excepucn 10

some of VV's obse rvations I see Scuttlebutt 42 - ed.].
Maybe other 930 users would like to make their Ihough ts
known too. In any event, he re are mint".

Two YCCCers made the Non-Europe lop len in the Iq~2
cw WAE co ntest: J eff , K IZM (opera tmq at W1ZM1. a nd
Stu. KC IF (opera ting et KI OX). O the r nota ble scores were
turned in by Mark . K I RX. and Paul, K1X M. Jeff's score
was the best outside Europe . which is a ve ry difficult
echtevem en t. As we'vl' co me to expect. Jeff cashed in on
his ability to scrounge up multtphets: his QSO maroin over

For those of you who ha ve pushbut to n phones Iry calling
800-453-4300. It's a nice demons tre tlon of what a digital
vok:e memory mighl sound like. de Scott. N IEE.

Saul, K2XA. is selling a Ht"nr y 2 K·4 Wit h 10 meters. $900.

Congratulatio ns to Da n, KA I VQ, who rect"ntly pa ssed the
Extre Cla ss exam. Ma ylw Dan will be assigned KRI A, 10

go with KA 1Rand K1AR. •

At the Winte r me eting, Tom , K IKI, polled at tendees reo
ga rdmg their recent e xperience s with the WI QSL Bu reau.
J WdS the lone G to c1~lm pour service; not long after the
meetmg I rece ivl'd a no ll' Irom the G sorter e xplaining tha t
they needed money to send the seven pounds of cards
slacked up wait ing for me. And shortly after th at. L re­
cewed a leiter from Hal Steinman, K IFHN , of the ARRL
Memht>rship Services Department . clsking for det~ils of my
complaint. I called Hal to apologlle, a nd I h."reby extend
my regrets to the G sorter, who is c1edr ly doing his job bet­
ter than most!

From the Ma rch FRC bulletin : "One of the highlighls a t our
Feb 22 rneeunq was having K I AR , J ohn Don , address us
and respond to questions a bou t Yenkee Clipper. As the
YCCC former president an d repeated CQ contest winner,
It wa s rnt ere stm q to hea r some o! his opinions. Contrerv to
rumo r, however. he didn 't have lour ha nds, large ears, or a
50 gallon bladder."

Flotsam

As editor 01 this newslet ter, I ge l 10 ree d the newsletters o f
seve ra l othe r clubs simila r to our s beca use we all exchange
copies. Although I reprint occasional e rncles from other
ne wsletters. I wish the re was it better way 10 prov ide <I ll 01
you access to the ecuvntes and viewpoints of the other
clubs . Perhaps someone would like to volunteer to a uthor a
regular column?

T he new roster in th is issue of the Scuttleb utt has a lew
c" lIsigns p refi xed by an asterisk, The se members are
" lo st"; the Post Office is rl-'turning their newsle tters . If yo u
can provide more up-to-date informatio n for these poor
souls (or corrections for you own data). tell any club office r.

Clipper's Log
Matt Power . KAIR

Bob, N1RC . ha s submitt ed excellent wnteups o n "dding
the N2NT ZNO Beet Indicatur and a footswitch spotting
modulcanon to Drake Clines. Unfortunately. the text and
drawings are far lou detaill:'d 10 include verbatim in the
S c u tt lebutt . and " lIempling to paraphrase would be to
commIT an mjusnee. So, anyone mrerested in either mod
can get a copy by sending me a postcard . •
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He ads ets Headsets are headphones with a microphone
attached. The only company which markets these to the
amateur radio market is Telex; their most e xpensive model
is 50% cheaper than the usual price for headsets sold to
the radio/TV commentator market ($100 vs $200). While
searching for the Beyer headphones, I discovered that they
also man ufacture headsets, Their model DT· 109 weighs
14.25 OZ, the phones are 400 ohms (separately wired), and
the microphone is a 200 ohm hypercardioid (30 dB fron t­
to-beck} which requires $tx ino$tx ba ttery , Best 01 all. the
price is reasonable - I got mine at Earcraft in Dover. NH
for $125 (list is $ 155). T hese headsets are far and away
the most comfort able I've used (including the Telex and
several othe rs) although not as comfortable as the DT­
550s. The microphone has plent y of outp ut and sounds
very smooth. Beyer products are hard to fin d on the shelf.
bu t their dea lers can order the stuff with good turnaround ,
Contact Beyer Dynamic lnc., 516/ 9 35.8000 (Hicksville ,
NY) for a list of local dealers.
de Bill Myers, K1GQ

large area on top of your head and there should be just
enough lateral pressure to keep the eerpteces from sliding
around when you twist your head suddenly. No part of the
earpiece should rest directly on your ear , and the ea rcup
should not seal around the ear so lightly that moisture ca n­
not escape. T he earcup should be flexib le enough to mold
over eyeglass frames without p ressing the frames againsl
the skull. Some attenuation of external sound is nice , bUI
you don 't need the protection required by the guys who
tow out jets.
de Bill Mye rs, K1GQ

For what it's worth, he re's my o pin ion on what is required
for contest-q uali ty hea dphones. Most important is large dy­
namic range. There is nothing worse than trying to dig out
a low-level signal in the presence of high level crud (from
atmospherics or nearby ssb} when the headphones break
down and rattle on each high level peak. Impedance is not
too important I p refer high (200 to 600 ohms) impedance
headphones because they tend to su ppress low frequen cy
audio junk (hum), and because it is easier to build passive
mixing networks tha t don 't attenuate too much with high
impedance loads. Separate wiring for each receiver (i e..
stereo headphones) is very useful if you p lan to mix se veral
audio signals into the headphones, to help discriminate the
sources. For comfort , there are se ve ra l factors - all equally
important. The headba nd must distribute the weight ove r a

Clipper Calendar

He adpho n e s Clarke Greene, KIJX, and Mark Wilson,
AA2Z, strongly endorsed Beyer model DT·550 stereo
headphones, so I buught a pair. I agree , they are excep­
tionally comfortable for long wearing periods, and do rror
have that " broken speaker cone" sound at very high audio
levels. In fact , my receiver goes into distortion due to setu­
ration before these headphones show any evidence of tro u­
ble (of course , I don 't wear the phones during these tests).
Subsequently, John Kenny, WI RR. also decided to replace
his old hea dphone s, and reports tha t Beyer model DT·44 1
is also excellent, and that the AKG model K240 is very
good although slightly heavie r and more expensive . The
Yamaha headphon es did not sound a s good 10 John as the
Beyer or AKG. The DT·550 headphones were included in
an article in S te reo Re vie w. July 1982, which ranked
them se cond best (to AKG) in terms of comfort. They
weigh 6. 25 oz and ha ve 600 o hm impedance.

Ma rk Wilson , AA22

APRIL
23-24

He lve-t i. (Swi..) Co nt est . Work sta tions
once I"'r band. regardl" ss of mod".
Times, 13002 Aprll 23 until 13002 April 24 ,
Excha"ge' Signal report a nd s" rial numbe r.
Swiss stations will a lso .end one of the following
abbreviation. indicating th"ir canton; 2H BE LU
UR SZOW NW GL 2G FR SO BS BL SH AR Al
SG GR AG TG TI VD VS NE GE JU ,
Sugg"sted Fre" ,,,,"""'s, 160 _ 10 meteTi lex·
cluding WARC bands), cw and phone ,
500.-i"g, Cuunt thr"" points per HB QSO, M\.Ilti·
ply by n\.lmber 01 Swiss canton. worked p"r
band (ma x. 26/ba nd),
Reporting.' Mail .m try by MilY 24 to G, Stalder.
HB9ZY. Tdlenhof. 6045 Meggan . Switzerland.

29-May 1

May

7-8

CQ -M Co nh· . t . Iby gu"st columnlS!. K1KI 1
Spunoor"d by tt", Radio Spo rts Federa tion of
the USSR. from 21002 Ma y 7 \.Int il 21002 May
8. 80· 10 m"t"rs (including sa tellit" QSOs). cw
and •• b. NOTE: The ru le. lor last yeM's CQ M
.tat" tha t th" cont" st is he ld on th" s"cond full
we"k"nd uf Ma y. which would be 14-15 Ihis
ye ar. Sewrlll different USSR sta tions QSOed in
late March claim that the cunt"st will be 7·fl

May Be warned - il activity seems light, you
may want tu Q RT one week! USSR stations will
oend signal report a nd oblast number . uth""
oend signal report and serial number. Count one
point for QSOs on your own contlOen!. three
poin ts for others. Contacts with yuur own Coun·
try count for the multiplier only.

Multlpllers ar" countrl". worked On ea ch hand
lnot band·model, and sawillte QSOs count 'IS a
oeparllte band. The countries list is the same a s
the ARRL list with the following differences.
UA2 doesn't count as an additional multipli"r
(European USS R), Use the "sta ndard"' USSR
count ries plus UAIP (Novaya Zemlya), UA4P
UA4S UA4U UA4W UA4 Y UA61UA6J UA6P
UA6W UA6X UA9 W UA9X UA00 UA0Q UA0
Q (New Siberi an l~) UA0Z (Kuril I.) UD6C
UF6Q UF6V U182.

Each !"'rson submitt ing a SCure will t"ceive a
com plete copy of th" results. including a metal
pin commemorat ing the contest. Entry ca tegor·
ies are all band single op"rator , singl" band sin·
gle ol"'rator, and muln-smqle. Med" ls are
Il warded for first, second and third place fini.h·
ers in each category. "long with ce rtificate s to
top SCOrerS,

Scores made during the CQM can be used to
apply for any USSR a ward . without n""ding to
wait for QSLs, Send your apphciltion with Y0\.lr
log, R"sult. normally are published by the end
of the year. All awards, pins, m"da l. and listings
of results are send via boat to the ARRL whe'e
they usually are mailed oul just before the next
year's con test.

Activity is usually v..ry good. e~pecially lrom
USSR and Eastern European countries, C\II is
th" most lively, though ssb On 20 and 15 can be
quite good, Many of th.. rarer oblasts a re active
during the conte ~t and som..times DXpe ditions
show up from th" very rare Ilreas. Give it a try
this yea.r! IOfficial CQM summary sh""t. are
available from Tom or me ~ ' ." .s." ., plea.e - ed·1
Tim e. , 2100Z Mill' 7 until 21002 May 8.
Categories Single op . •Ingl.. band; .ingl" op. all
band; multlop. •ingle t ransmitte,: SWL.
Exchange: Signal report and serial numb"r,
USSR stations S<'nd . tgnai report and oblast
number.
Sugg,'sred Frequencies: 3.5 - 30 MHz. cw and
phone. Amateur .atellites count as separate
band if /I 144·10·28 MHz mode rs used , Avoid
lower 5 kHz of 80/40 meters and low"r 10 kHl
of 20/15/ 10 meter.,
Scori,,~J. Count one point fo' QSOs within you
own continent /lnd three puints fur ut h"r coon­
nents. QSOs with your own country coulll for
multiplier c,edit but do not count for QSO
points, Multiply QSO points by the sum of dif­
ferent countries lR-150·S country list) worked
per band.
Reporring: Mail logs by July 1 to CQ,M Conte~t

Committee . P,O, Box 8R. Moscow. USSR

28-29

CQ Worldwid e WPX Con test . C UI . The rule s
/Ire the sam" /IS for phone (see Clipp e r Calen­
du for March 26-27) except:
Times ' OOOOZ May 28 until 24002 May 29,
R"portlng.' Mail logs by July 10.
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The Sc utt le butt is the newsletter of the Yanke e Cli ppe r Co nte s t Club and is ma iled about nine times per yea r to all paid
up members. Dues are $ 10 per year, payable 1 April with grace period through 30 June. Non.membars may subscribe to the
S cu ttlebutt by sending $10 to the T reasurer : Bob Czajkowski. N1TZ . North Brookfield Rd ., Spencer, MA 01 562 . Subscribers
who subsequently become members will be credited as having paid dues.

The Yanke e Clipper Co nte s t Club (a n ARR L Affilia ted Club) holds four off icial meetings per year, on Saturday afte rnoons
in March/ April. October (at the Ne w England Division Convention), November/ December , and Ja nuary/Febru ary. Also.
W2YV hosts a summer social gathering each July, usually o n the second wee kend after July 4 . Att endance at an official meet­
ing is required in order to become a member. Club members congregate on 3830 kHz Monda y evenings; many routinely m ont­
tor this frequency other e ven ings as we ll. On two me ters, tr y 146.74 5 (KI 0 X) in the East MA/NH area , 147.03 (kl FFK/ R at
KI RQ) in We st MA/NY.

For information and /or assistance, contact the Area Manager nearest you on the following list:

YCCC AREA MANAGERS

home work
CT I RI KIKI Tom Frenaye (20 3) 673-5429 (203) 549·0107
VT I NH• • • • . WB8BTH J eff DeTray (603) 525-4998 (603) 924-9471
EMass WI FJ AI Rousseau (617) 598-3744 (617) 599-7500x173
S NY I NJ • • • •K2EK Bill Gioia (914) 221-1672 (212) 888-2102
ME KI SA Bernie Cohen (207) 773-6589 (207) 797·3585
NNY K2VV John Yodis (518) 843-3897 (5 18) 370-4200x600
WMass WIGG Gary Ga udette (413) 443-3404 (4 13) 494-4047

Y. C.C.c.
11 Michigan Drive
Hudson, Mass. 01749
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