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Captain's Cabin
John Yodts, K2VV

CQ WW is over a month in the pest as I'm writing this and
all of the scores still aren't in. Very few members have
taken upon themselves to supply their area managers with
scores. This leaves it up to the AM to make dozens of
phone calls at his own expense. Give your AM a break;
he's working with the same budget as the officers: $00.00.
If we're going 10 keep VCCC a low budget operation we've
got 10 spread the load.

lt looks like YCCC has nailed down a conside rable share of
the lop ten slots in CQ WW but once again we had too
many members con tent to sit in fron t of the TV while the
re st of is were screaming o r pounding our hear ts out. The
scores of the screamers and pounders appea r e lsewhere in
the Butt. Silent mikes and keys can be identified by a
goose egg whe re the score should be.

We had a number of members going single band who took
the time to work a few multip liers on other bands and turn
in higher all-band scores for the d ub ccmpenuoe. Thanks
for th e effort!

I've got to congratulate the gang in ENV. Participation was
100% on SSB a nd one member short of that on CWoWhen
a confirmed CW addict like Bob, W2NC. ca n wipe six
months of dust off his 0 104 and make over 100,000 points
on SSB it makes some e xcuses look pretty lame.

Hopefully, VCCC is in the upswing for ARRL this year. Be.
cause DXpedilions won't coun t we really ha ve no ex cuse

for not winning. If you need operators or a place to go , tell
your AM. We don't gua rantee results but the word will get
around . The new two transmitter multi-multi in ARRL
looks tailormad e for maximizing d ub scores. I anticipate
seeing a one- or two-land call as the first winner of this
category .

George. WIZT. has left VCCC territory for the Milwaukee
area. George , as Area Manager for west Mass , has pu t a
lot of effort into organizing his peop le and will continue
watching their progress as a "detached" member. •

Ponderings from
the Poop Deck
Bill Myers. K1GQ

Once again, I' ve decided to a ttempt a more reg ula r publi·
cation schedule for your newslette r - one that does not
depend on other events such as meeting dates. contests,
fire drills at work , etc. My goal is to begin putting each is
sue together on the first Monday of each month (wi th a few
months off dUring the summer). Therefore , if you want to
get something in a Scuttlebutt. you must get it to me by
that day.

Several of our members ha ve actually volunteered to he lp
with some of the items I mentioned last month. Mark Wil·
son. AA2Z, ina ugura tes a permanent new column this
month listing pertinent informa tion for operating events of
interest to contesters in the Northeast. Mark is excepnon
ally well-qualif ied for this role, as he prepares a similar wrt-



te up for QST each month and has access to rules a nd
requlauo rt s from a wid e varie ty of event sponsors. Ml'ltt
Power. KA 1R, hl'ls agreed to keep note 01 scores which he
hea rs and surn martze them for us once o'.l month . Few of us
spe nd as much nrne monitoring Vl'lnous concentra tions of
contest babble as Malt; I expect he 'Mil provid e us with a
much more comp lete idea of what our members ere up to.
Ev Hudson, AJ ll , is rewor king the d ub QSL card , along
With ha ndling tbe p nnling of the newsle tter. J ohn DoTT,
K1 AR , rakes ca re of sUcking on la bels and stamps and
rna kmq th e deposn a t the Post Offi ce . A couple of other
Items a re sttl l be Ing worked out, and I'm hoping a few more
iolks wtll come out of hiding and help out th e d ub.

Immedia tely as th is issue IS fimshed , we 90 to work on reo
VISing the VCCC Cont•• t Handbook , Several of our
most e xpe rienced membe rs ha ve be en ..uke d to upda te the
be nd by -ba nd operating qmd e s, and several new and up
da ted forms l0li1 11 be included , Since the page count will
hkelv exceed 20, we Will be prlnt tng a hmned qua nllty and
"d ehvenn q the m a t the Winter meeting. If you can't ma ke
the meeting, t ry to hav e a friend pick one up for you be
cause we clln ' t afford to mail one to each member.

The Contest Advrsorv Committee eeeently completed a
ballot but the officIa l results are no t ye t available (there
were no earth.shaking u sueel. Th e Committ ee is undergo
ing d rmld tr ansient due to cha nces In me mbe rship; in p ar 
nc ular , the Chairme n (K9 KM) go t him self e lected Vice
Daec -or. so h~ ha s rc lea ve th e CAe. [ ho pe to ha ve a be t
te r wra p-up [ o r you ne xt mo nth . •

Winter Meeting
1 PM 5 February 1983
PoU.h Naturalization Independence Clab

Worcester. Masaachueetu

Fro m the :-.taMachusetts Turnpike {I·90):
Ge t on 1-290 North, lake eKil 12 to Broeruhen Squa re .
Go around th e rota ry unde r 1·290, then ta ke an un m e
dta te nght and park in the lo t on the nght. PNIC is
across the stree t.

Frem 1·290 headIng 'lOutn:
Ta ke eXII 12, go a round the rotary passlng under
1·290 twice. then turn nght as a bove .

From Ro ute 146 (RI. e tc.]:
Follow 146 into th e rote ry a t 1-290, go around and un
der [· 290 , tu rn right as a bo ve .

PNIC ope ra tes a ba r and serves some sandwiches. There
are no qurck.Iood establishme nts w nfun wa lking dista nce,
;0 consrc e r slOppmg for luch before the meeting, The usual
'3a then ng tor dmne r ",I Lurns will occur. although some of
tne S p rtnt !rea ks may not e u enc.

? :ogra f':'l hlghhghts: K ~ DG on 4UllTU dunng CQ WW
? "Jone : YCC C Co n t lt8t Handbook: ARRL DX Contest
pians. strateqies, techniques. _

Flotsam
John, W IFV . was madverfantlv ormtted from the list of
High Poin t Bnqra de winne rs in the la st Sc:.ttletbutt ,
Sorry, J ohn .

Bill. W1HD, has moved to Chicago to take a ne w JOb

J e rry, WA1TZV, is lookmg for opera tors to do a two
transmitter mul ti in the ARRL DX contest. Ca ll him at
6 17 /667.7070 [w ork ] or 603 /635-3890 (homel_

The YCCC te e shirt is Ieerured In th e catalog p ubhshed by
the folks who supply our srurts and jackets {KR2QJ.

O nce aqam, John , KB1T , is offen ng YCCC members a
specia! price of $6 50 tor his 198 3 Contest Calendar
(through the ma ll) , If you purcha se one at the YCCC m ee t

ing February 5, the price Will be JUSI $6 ,00.

J ohn, W1BIH. drop ped us a note expressm q tha nks for the
YCCc.sponsored trophy which he won With hIS highest
com bined pho ne and cw OX scores In the 1982 AR RL DX
conte st. John says he e xpects to be on aga in thIS yea r In
th e AR RL contests and the CQ WW WPX conte st as P42J ,

Rob, ~2WT, is current ly active from KC 4 AAA through
No v, 83. Most nights he runs phone patches on 14 3 25
MHz from 0300 to 05OOZ. Rob expects to be very active In
the ARRL DX contest.

Everett. AJ1 1. is arrangmg cheap club QSLs w nh a new
printe r. He is also mulling over redeSigning the ca rd 
now is your chance 10 influence the result . Call Ev or talk
to him on 3830 Monday evening s to o rd er cards.

Th e club scores shown elsewhe re In this Batt represent a
first - all of th e Area Manage rs contributed results. [f
yo ur effort s a ren't listed , ma ybe you should contact your
Are a Moll n ollge r now and ma ke ere anqemenrs for communi·
cennq more effectively in th e future! _

Excess Cargo
A I. W1 FJ, is looking for an FL250 filte r for his Dreke R4C.

T ed, K10 X, has two brand-new T2X Teutweter rotators
lor sale at $249 each in uno pened boxes.

John, W I FV is sell ing a Kenwood VFO· 120 umr tOT the
TS -1 20 jl30 /830 , Pri ce rs $ 9 5 ; cal l Jo hn e t

617 /863.5500 x4041 (wo rk) or 617 J 64 6 -4 14 21 home l _
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Phillystran
A Non-Metallic Guy

Fred Hopengarten, KlVR

Several members of the Yankee Clipper Contest Club
have looked closely into the question of using a non
metelhc guy wire. There are several advantages:

• It avoids the effort. and reduction in mechanl·
cal Integrity, of Inserting egg lnsulatOl's into
guy wires.

• With no egg insulator, another collection
'point for ice and snow Is removed.

• It eliminates the worry about breaking up
guy wires into non-resonant lengths. One club
member is currently suffering from a 15 me
ter beam, mounted down the tower, which
won't work properly. He suspects resonance
with a close-by guy wire.

• It permits , Iopen to be mounted in virtually
the same plane and direction as a guy wire.

• Guy wires will no longer have the potential to
act as a reflector. This was relevant at
Kl VR. where a microwave path crosses
overhead, and a satellite TV disk stts nearby
the tower.

Purchasing entirely from the factory , however, can almost
triple the cost of a guying system when compared to steel.
So we set about to discover the best way to order Phillyst
ran, a product of Philadelphia Resins, of Montgomeryville,
PA. The product can be ordered through several amateur
distributors, as well as Channel One (the author's
company).

The Cable

It is not necessary to order a whole roll, as is true with
steel. It is possible to simply add up the cable lengths which
will be necessary, and order that total length. It is a good
idea to order 2·3 percent extra to deal with the potential of
mismeasurtng, or the need to recut if the hacksaw sUps.
Phillystran can be cut with a sturdy scissors or a hacksaw.
If cut-to-length pieces are desired, the factory charges a
fixed fee " per cut, " not so much for the eost of cutting, but
rather to cover the cost of measuring and rolling up sepa
rate lengths. Since cutting Is easy, the best idea is to order
the total length as one piece.

End Fitting.

Ends are made by Reliable Electric, and available through
the cable manufacturer. Essentially, they have a cone, a
collar, and a bail. By moving the collar away from the large
end of the cone, toward the small end of the cone, It Is pos
sible to simply squeeze the bail and It will come out. This
means that attachment to the tower, or to torque bars, is
quick and easy.

Factory labor for installing the end fittings Is expensive,
and can easily add 30 percent to the cost of the guying sys
tem. It is, instead, possible to do the end fittings yourself.
For the typical radio ham, this Is recommended and will
save a considerable amount of money.

Philadelphia Resins provides good instructions for end fit·
tlng assembly, complete with photographs. Ask for Techni
cal Bulletin No. 356. AssUming 12 minutes per fitting, the
typical system of three sets of guys - 18 end fittings 
can be installed in an evening, a savings in the neighbor.
hood of $280.00.

The price for factory installation of an end fitting is $15.60,
for a single fitting. By contrast, a potting kit, at 15 pours
per kit, costs only $9.00. Two kits allow for the 18 fittings
our typical ham requires, and a lot of spillage too.

For a sense of total costs, see Table 1.

Abra.ion and VandaU.m

The Kevlar center strands, which provide for the strength
of the guy, are covered with 30 mils of polyethylene, effec
tively reducing concern about tree branches wearing away
the outer cover. In addition, the Kevlar (a trademark of Du
Pont) has good abrasion resistance itself.

Nonetheless, standard guy wire of Extra Heavy Strength
(EHS) steel is recommended up to a height of 12·15 feet
above ground to avoid a situation In which a local prank
ster attacks the cable with his Bowie knife. At such low
heights however, the presence of steel will not negate the
advantages of non-metallic guy wire as discussed above. In
addition, since the steel line Is cheap, the cost of a total
PhUlystran installation Is reduced.

Partial U..

Nowhere Is it written that just because one needs non
metallic gUying at the top of a tower, or at tts middle , that
it is necessary to use the matertal throughout the Installa·
tion. It is eminently reasonable to use Phillystran lor the
top, or top two , guy sets, and to do the rest in steel. This
may be appropriate where four sets of guys are required,
and the lower two sets are sufficiently lar away Irom anten
nas that the cheaper steel guying can be used.

Di.tribution

A few ham dealers carry Phillystran. Most, however, sim
ply take your order and then special order it from the Iec
tory for drop shipment to your home. Deliveries are
typically 7-21 days, depending on whether the lactory has
run the size required lately. Terms are usually (as is true
with most of the ham world today) cash in advance. No one
does much volume in Phillystran, so lew discounts are
available. The whole company Is only in the range of $5
million in sales.



Concl...ion. for Conte.ten

Phillystran is not chea p, but it is worth it. Do the end fit·
tings yourself. If using four sets of guys, consider using steel
for the bottom set.

Table 1

Typical Costs For An Amateur Radio Installation.

1000' Phillystran HPTG 4000 (equlv. 3 /16 EH5) $460.00
18 End Fittings $112.68
2 Potting Kits $18.00
Shipping $30.00
TOT AL $620.68

•

Product Review

The Kenwood TS930S
A Contester's Evaluation
John Yodts, K2W

The move to a T5930S seemed the logica1 st~ up from a
TS8305/VF0230 combination. The added digital gim
mlckry, new advances In receiver design and no tuneup fin
als seemed irresistible. The 9305, however, has a number
of quirks that, as a previous 830S owner, I find annoying
and have not yet gotten used to. Most of these probably
wouldn't bother anyone other than ill contester.

Some versatl1ity wu 10st In attempting to combine tran.
eeve and remote VFO Into one package. A second digital
readout for the second VFO would help tmmenMly In
working 40 meter phone Ox, When setting up for split 0p

eration the TF (transmit frequency set) button allows (or
forces depending on your point of view) you to hear on
your transmit frequency. This means you might miss either
the OX station saying over or, If you wait until he does,
you'll still be wtt1ng your transmit frequency while others
have started call1ng.

The 930S has no XIT (transmitter offset). 830S owners
have helm spoiled by being the first ones through when a
OX station says up two. GoIng up two with the 9305 is a
four step operation.

The RIT Is digitally encoded and can be reset to zero with
the RIT CLEAR button. The RIT cannot be cleared, how·
ever, when the I1g is in transmit mode. If you have just fin·
tsbed with HA3KNA a half KHz off frequency you must
clear the RIT before sending TV or wait until the relay
drops afterward. If you're like me, you'd rather rezerc the
RIT while the memory keyer Is sending and be ready to
write when the relay drops.

The TS9305 does not have an IF shift controL It has been
designed so that the IF shift tracks With the VaT al it Is

tightened. Whereas the with tIwi 830S you could tune in
stattolUl calling off frequency with the IF shift, the 9305 re
qwres using the RIT, which just Isn't the same. The CW
pitch control, likewise, Is a poor subsltttute.

Use of the Intemalautomatlc antenna tuner with the Alpha
76A gives leu drive than bypassing It. If you have an am
plifier with a tuned input don't bother getting the tuner.

CW reception Is on LSB and freqUlmCY readout Is that of
your transmitting frequency. The receiver jumps 800 Hz
when swttching from ssa to CW but the readout doesn't
change, nor will it change when you key ails the CllM with
the 8305. This amounts to the same system the Drake C
line used. Kenwood say. this change was in response to
UHr input.

The VOX relay does not trip when switching in the narrow
CW filters (lIke the 8305) but it does trip when switching
modes.

Tuning the rig from 150 KHz to 30 MHz is a series of inter
nal relay clicks al tuned drcults are switched In and out.
Some changes have a notkaable effect on recetver perfor
mance. Tuning from 500.0 to 499.9 KHz results In about a
20 dB drop In signal strength.

The 9305 don have the capabl1ity of sc:anning Its 8 memo
ory channels (like the new TS430S) but you've got to wire
It In yourself and install a switch somewhere. I've got a
copy of the mod.

Early TS930Ss came with a transistor switched keying line
whk::h keyed practlcally none of the commercia.l amplifiers
on the market. A 100 ohm resistor was placed in the key.
Ing line to keep the transistor from blowing: It al.o keeps
most amplifier relaYI from pulling In. Kenwood supplied a
free relay which is now installed in all rigs. The relay does
the Job but sure makes QSK noisy.

The 9305 VOX controls are hidden under a sliding (watch
your thumbnaUs) panel on top and are not separate for CW
and ssa as In the 8305.

My rig had a severe stgnalleakage problem which showed
as CW signals appearing faintly on the wrong side of zero
beat. Kenwood teUs me this is not nonnal and they are now
realigning the rig, I tried the stock Kenwood 500 Hz CW
filters and Will disappointed; with the fllters switched In
and the VBT at minimum bandwidth I found myself buttnc·
Itvely groping for the CW fllter switch to get rid of interfer
Ing signals, signals which wouldn't be there with the 8305.1
hope Kenwood's realignment will take car. of this, too.

The high and low cut ssa slope tune controls have yet to
prove themselves In making an unreadable signal readable.
They can make a readable signal more comfortable to !ls
ten to, though, by slldng off a bit of your average pigfar·
mer QRM. These controb work only In ssa and the VaT
works only in CW.

On the transmit side, I don't see as much meter deflection
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12-13
North Americ.n Sprint. phone. Rul..
are th. sam.... fo r cw (... f"b. 5-61Jattngi ex_
eept for th. following:
r ima: OIOO-0459Z F. b. 14 .
$uggesl1O<iF~, 3.870 -3.910
7.210-7.240 14.260- 14 .290.
R~ng: Ma~ logs to Rlc:k NII..... nd... K7GM.
1914 W. Corte' Orcl. , Chandler, AZ. 85224 .

PAce (Dut ch) Contest. Woril only PA.
PE, or PI Ita~. Work statIoN one. IHf band.
f~.rdl_ of mod•.
n.-.: 1400 Fab. 12 unttl 1700z F.b, 13.
C:negolia : Single operator and m ulfl.lingle.
Ex~: Signa.I r. port and MTial nwnbcr.
Dutch statIoN wUI a.Ito ..nd tw<>letter .bb.......
tIOn 101' their provInc_ name.
Suggestitd F~: 160 through 10 meten,
phone and cwo
&or;ng: Multiply tot.1 valid Q50I by sum of
provinc•• work..d per ~nd for flnal ocor.
ReportIng: Postmark . nme. by March 3 1. M,,~

1<,> PACe ConI" . I, F. Th. Oo.lhoc:k. PAltINA.
Fred. Matmaal 36, 4614 EH Bergen OJ) Zoom,
Th. N.th.rlandl.

YU WW DX Cont••t . Work anyone. Cw
only. 80 and 40 mat.....
n.......: 2100Z F..b. 12 until 2100z F.b. 13.
~; Single operator (must ranaln on ..
I:IaOO It 1_ 30 minu te.. except fIX QSY to
work n. ... muJtlplIen;l and muJtHIngle (m.... re
main on • band for ae I.w 10 mlnutes .J<C:"Pt
for QSY to work n_ multlpllot1sl.
EXcJ1ar>gc, SingaJ ••port and Mnal numboft'.
$uggl<Sted Frftj......C1es' 3.520- 3.590 and
7.0 10 - 7.040

:1

So=otin!r Count f1.... poInl' IMr YU QSO no ph
on 3.5 MHz}; two points pOlr oth. r ox QSO (fl....
pt. on 3.5 MHz); and on. poInl for Q500 on
sam. conrtn-nt {hovO pI1I on 3.5 MHz). Multiply
by .um of oxee cou.ntrkl pl", YU prell"".
workm per band for flMl 1COr• .

R~ng: Pomnark lo;p by March 15. Mall to

Sa...a R.dlo-Amat. r. ./ogoIlavlja, YUOKe,
Box 48,1 1001 Baograd. Yugotlavla.

19-20
ARRL International DX Contest,
CUI, Complet. ruJ.. can be found In Cae.mber
1982 QST. n- are 11M baIica.
l una: OOOOZ F. b. 19 until 24002 F.b. ZQ.
CalcgOlla: StnW- operator, aU-band and Iingl.
band. Multloperator, IIng/lI trarwnltter, two
Irarumltler and unltmil.d.
E>to"oong.t: Sign4l r.port and stat. or provine• .
OX ! tatlon. oand a Ihr• ..dIgit number rapr.
!OInting power input instead of !Iare /provlnc.
Suggest,ed f~, 1.8 through 30 MHz, ex
cluding the 10 MHz band.
$coring: Count Ihree poinls par QSO. Multiply
by !11Im of exee cou.ntlitr. workad par band for
final !ICOr'.
Reponiug: Poetmarlt lo;p by April 5, MaJI 10

ARRL, 225 main St. , NorwIngton, CT 06111.

26-27
CQ Worldwide l~Mctel' Co n
te.t, phone. Rul.. ar. 11M sam. lit for CUI (11ft

Jan. 29_30 liIllngl IXC.pt for the followtng:
Times, 2200Z Feb. 25 until 1600Z F. b. 27.
Reporting: Loga; must postmarked by March 31.

REF Fre nc h Co nt est, phone, Ruln are
lila sam... for CUI (11ft J an 29 - 30 lilting) . " .
c. pt lor Ih. following:
Times: 06002 F.b 26 until 1800Z Feb. 27.

R5GB 7 MHz Contes t . cwo Rules a••
the sam. a. for phon. (M ol Feb. 5-6 lI. rlng) ....
c. pt for lila follOWIng::
Tuna: 1200Z F.b. 26 Unl~ O9OOZ F. b. 27.
SuggaradF~: 7 000- 7 030
Reporting: Logs must be postmarkad by April

23

MARCH
5- 6
ARRL International DX Contest .
phoM. Rules .... Ih. sam. ao for CUI (M. Feb .
19 - ZQ Ilsllngl excapt for lila following::

Times, OOOOZ March 5 unl~ 2400Z March 6.

19-20
Bermuda Contest. Rul.. ...Ube in the

n...1 5c:lotdablltt.

26-27
C Q Worldwide W P X Co nt..t ,
phon• . Rul.. will be In tIM nu r 5c:lotta.1N1l.

AA2Z demonstrates his purple pen

for KIAR and KIGQ.

KI CC antes up his dues to join the d ub

which borrows part of his call.
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The Sc.ttlcbatt is the newslener of the Yaak_ alppel' CotIt_t a.b and ill mailed about nine times per year to all paid
up members. Due. are SlO per year. payable 1 April with grace period through 30 June. Non-members may subscr1be to the
Scuttl."tt by sending S10 to the Treasurer: Bob Czajkowski, N1TZ, North Brookfield Rd ., Spencer, MA 01562. Subscr1bcrs
who subsequentJy become members wUJ be credited as haVing paid dues.

The Venk•• Clipper Coat••t Club (an ARRl Affiliated Club) holdJ four oHlclal meeting, per ylla r, on Saturday afternoon,
In March/AprU, October (a t the New England Division Conventkm), November/December, and January /February. Also,
W2YV hosts a summer social ga thering each July, usually on the second weekend aftllr July 4. Attendance a t an official mee t
ing bI reqtlired In order to become a member. Club members congregate on 3830 kHz Monday evenings; ma ny routinely monl
lor thi, frequllncy other ....enings a. well.

For Information and/ or assistance, contact the Area Manager nearest you on the following list:

YCCC AREA MANAGERS

bomc work
CTI RI • . . . . KIKI •••.. • • • TOlD Frenaye .•. • ..• • •(203) 673-5429 (203) 549.0107
VTI NH• • ... WB8BTH Jeff DaTray •• .•• •.. • • (603) 525-4998 . •• . . (603) 924-9471
EM WIFJ AI ROll o • •• . .. •••• (617) 598-3744 . . • ... (617) 599.7500x173
SNYI NJ K2EK Bill Gioia •. ..• . . .• • •• (914) 221·1672 ••.•. (212) 888-2102
ME KlSA. Bernie Cohen .... ....• (207) 773-6589 ... • • • (207) 797-3585
CM NITZ Bob CzaJkowaid (617)885-3841 .... • (617) 885-3841
NNY K2VV . •..... Joba Yodle ... . . .... •• (518) lI43-3897• • • ••• (518) 370-4200x600
WM WIZT .• •• • ••• George Johnaoa . • ••• • (413) 443-3084 (413) 494-2269

Boa 501

Holl... NIl

03049-0501

YANKEE CLIPPER: CONTEST CLUB

FIRST CLASS
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